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The Rectorôs Sabbatical Starts Now! 

All the Details in this Issue 
 

 

~  
The Rev. Richard A. Maxwell, Rector 

55 New Park Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

860 233-0825  www.gracehartford.org 

 

 

 

DEAR 

FRIENDS 

By The Rev. RICHARD A. MAXWELL 

Rector 

 

As you read this I will be beginning my very first sabbatical. 

 

My dictionary defines a sabbatical this way:  Pertaining or appropriate to the 

Sabbath as a day of rest.  A year during which land remained fallow observed 

every seven years by the ancient Jews.  A leave of absence with pay, usually 

granted every seventh year, as to a college professor, for travel, research, or rest. 

 

Although Iôm obviously not a college professor, Episcopal priests 

also are granted sabbaticals, and I will be doing a bit of travel, some 

research, and getting some rest during my time away.  The sabbatical 

itself is three months long and Iôll be adding some vacation time; Iôll 

be away almost four months, which sounds like a long time but I 

expect it will fly by for us all. 

 

My travel will be primarily to visit my sisters.  My eldest sister Nancy lives in 

Chula Vista, CA with her husband of fifty years, John.  They will have returned 

http://www.gracehartford.org/
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from their anniversary trip to Great Britain and France when I visit them, and Iôm 

looking forward to hearing their stories.  Our ñmiddleò sister, Mary Catherine, 

lives in our hometown, Midland, MI and I expect to have a great time seeing her 

and visiting some of my old ñstomping grounds.ò 

 

As the ñresearchò part of my sabbatical, Iôll be taking an intense five-

day course in mediation skills training, which I expect will be very 

helpful in my future ministry.  My primary focus during this 

sabbatical, however, will be on exploration and renewal.  I want to 

reinvigorate my creative energies:  Iôve already begun a ten-week 

drawing class at the Silvermine Guild Art Center in New Canaan, and 

Iôm loving it.  Iôll inflict some of my creations on you when I return in 

the fall.  Iôm also going to begin studying the piano again . . . but 

donôt worry, I will NOT inflict my playing on you! 

 

There is also a pile of books that I intend to dip into.  A partial list can be found 

elsewhere in this newsletter.  Thereôs no particular rhyme or reason to the list; 

theyôre simply books about which, at some time or other, Iôve said to myself, ñOh, 

I really want to read that!ò but have never found the time.  I donôt really expect to 

finish them all, and I predict that some other books may attract my attention while 

Iôm away, but I do expect to have fun trying to read as much as I can. 

 

The final piece of my renewal will be a couple of retreats that Iôm 

very much looking forward to.  Iôm planning on spending a week at 

Holy Cross Monastery in West Park, NY, and a separate week at 

Emery House, in northern MA, which is run by the Society of St. 

John the Evangelist. 

 

The ñrestò part of the sabbatical should be the easy part:  Paul gave me a hammock 

for my birthday . . . itôs already set up and ready to be broken in. 

 

And while Iôm away, what will YOU do?  Well, I certainly hope that 

youôll continue to attend mass and participate in church activities.  A 

few parishioners have decided to reorganize the parish office while 

Iôm away, and thereôs a rumor that Grace will be establishing a 

stronger presence on the Internet . . . look out Facebook and 

YouTube!  And I have a not-so-secret wish that a gardener will 

decide to reclaim/create a garden along the fence between the church 

and the school parking lot . . . if thatôs you, go for it!  (But please let 

the junior warden know what youôre up to . . . .) 
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You also might follow my lead.  Pick up a book that youôve been meaning to read 

and READ it.  Pursue a creative outlet that youôve fantasized about but never 

given yourself permission to undertake.  Make a point to spend time with family 

and friends . . . especially those you havenôt seen in a long time.  Make the effort 

to step back from the rush of everyday life and spend some time with . . . God.  

And get some REST! 

 

Iôm already looking forward to reconnecting in the fall and comparing 

notes about our fabulous summer! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Max+ 
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Fr. Maxôs Sabbatical/Vacation Schedule 
 

The Rectorôs last weekday Mass before leaving on sabbatical will be 

Thursday, April 29, 2010, which is also his last day in the church office.  

His last Sunday, however, will be May 9.  He returns to the church office 

on Tuesday, August 31, which will also be the first weekday Mass that he 

celebrates after his sabbatical.  His first Sunday back at Grace will be Sept. 

5, 2010. 
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SENIOR WARDENôS 

CORNER 
By THOMAS A. PHILLIPS 

Senior Warden 

 

Alleluia!  The Lord is Risen! 

The Lord is Risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Happy Easter!  It always amazes me how well we make it through Lent, Holy 

Week and Easter!  Being Anglo Catholic is not for wimps ð thatôs for sure! 

 

This year, Holy Week was a bit tougher than usual for me due to a 

resurgence of youthful exuberance on my part.  Two weeks before 

Good Friday, I managed to hit a speed bump while racing my bicycle 

with a group of riders from my racing club which launched my bike 

and I into low earth orbit resulting in an undignified and hard landing 

on my left side.  In addition to the usual ñRoad Rashò (abrasions) that 

result from such episodes, I managed to fracture my left hip-socket, 

acetabulum, and have been clomping around with a walker for the 

past three weeks with three more to go!  No surgery, just no weight 

on the left leg.  I hope to be back on two legs by the time this 

Newsletter comes out. 

 

In the last Newsletter, I mentioned that I was hoping to learn just what a Senior 

Warden does.  Well, I found out.  As noted elsewhere in this Newsletter, I, along 

with Junior Warden Bill Pascucci, will be in charge of the Parish during Father 

Maxôs well deserved sabbatical and vacation, May through August of this year.  

During Fr. Maxôs absence, I will be the primary contact for all matters pertaining 

to the Parish.  We have a schedule for clerical coverage of the weekly services 

through the period.  The following article explains what will take place during the 

next four months. 
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Our Clergy Schedule 

During the Rectorôs Sabbatical 
By THOMAS A PHILLIPS, Senior Warden 

 

We have established the following schedule for clerical coverage during the 

Rectorôs sabbatical and vacation during May, June, July and August. 
 

 Sundays ~ For the majority of the Sunday 8 AM and 10:30 AM 

services, we are fortunate to have The Rev. Lesley Hay as the 

Celebrant, starting Sunday, May 16, 2010.  Rev. Leslie was ordained 

as a Priest in Oxford, England in June of 2006, has an Anglo Catholic 

background and has been canonically resident in the Diocese of 

Connecticut since January of 2008.  She recently served as Interim 

Rector at Grace & St. Peter's Church, Hamden, CT. 
 

 Tuesdays ~ Fr. Richard Tombaugh, a familiar face at Grace Church 

will be the celebrant at the majority of the Tuesday evening, 5:30 PM 

services. 
 

 Wednesdays ~ For the Wednesday, 7:15 AM Mass, Fr. Carroon, Fr. 

Pokorny and Fr. Borden Painter will be sharing the duties as 

Celebrant. 
 

 Thursdays ~ The Rev. Lesley Hay will celebrate Mass at 5:30 PM.  

The program for the month of May will be led by Deacon Gary 

Mongillo, starting at 7:00 PM.  Those attending Mass usually bring 

something to eat in the Parish House or go to a local restaurant for 

dinner before the program. 
 

I have put all of the details in The Sabbatical Coverage Calendar which is 

available on line at http://ical.me.com/tomaphillips/Sabbatical.  If you are a 

MacIntosh Computer user, you can subscribe to the Sabbatical Coverage Calendar 

at webcal://ical.me.com/tomaphillips/Sabbatical.ics.  This calendar will be updated 

as necessary. 
 

In the event that the services of a Priest are necessary outside of the 

scheduled services, we have an impressive array of Clerics, including 

Fr. Carroon and Fr. Pokorny who have agreed to minister to the 

spiritual needs of the Parish during the Rectorôs absence, subject to 

their availability.  In case of an emergency, please get in touch with 

me and I will contact the appropriate Cleric as necessary. 

http://ical.me.com/tomaphillips/Sabbatical
webcal://ical.me.com/tomaphillips/Sabbatical.ics


6 

We also have a very active Pastoral Care Committee who routinely visits those 

shut in or in the hospital.  Namely, Sharen Baker, Kathy Jaeger, Jane Lacedonia, 

Elizabeth M. Miel, Deacon Gary Mongillo, Tom Phillips, Jim Shafer, and Betsy 

Ward Chicares.  Do not hesitate to contact me if you or someone you know would 

like a visit or to add someone to the Prayer List. 

 

I know that while we will all certainly miss Fr. Max, we all just as 

certainly hope he has a fruitful and invigorating Sabbatical and 

vacation!  We look forward to his return in September, as bright eyed 

and bushy tailed as Cosmo! 

 

This will be an interesting period for all of us.  We will have to pull together to 

keep the Parish running smoothly.  We few, the faithful, the Anglo Catholics! 

 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you! 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL  

CORNER 
By ELAINE PHILLIPS 

Treasurer 

 

As discussed elsewhere in this Newsletter, the Vestry has been working with the 

Rector to provide for his sabbatical (already a year overdue).  Although all of us 

will  miss Fr. Max while he is on this extended leave from his parish 

responsibilities, we know that it is for his benefit and ultimately for ours that he 

have some time for rest and rejuvenation. 

 

Of course, we will continue to have most of our regularly scheduled 

worship services and we need priests to cover these services.  Fr. 

Maxwell has found priests willing and able to celebrate Mass with us, 

and this will be an opportunity for us to become acquainted with 

some of the other clergy in our diocese.  Of course, this will be an 

additional expense for the parish. 
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Much of this expense has been anticipated in previous years, but our chronic 

deficit has left us short of cash.  If anyone would like to (and is able to) make a 

contribution toward these expenses, it would be most welcome.  As always, when 

you give us a check, clearly state (on the memo line, or on the enclosing envelope, 

or with a Post-it note) what it is for:  in this case, ñRectorôs Leave Fund.ò  Most 

importantly, please continue your regular pledges and contributions ð we still 

have the regular bills to pay! 

 

We wish Fr. Max a refreshing leave and look forward to seeing him 

again in September.  Meanwhile, the parishioners of Grace Church 

will continue to worship every week (Sundays and most weekdays), 

and enjoy our usual coffee hour fellowship.  I hope to see you there! 

 
 

 

I Have 17 (so far!) Books on My 

Summer Sabbatical Reading List 
 

By The Rev. RICHARD A. MAXWELL, Rector 

 

When members of the vestry and I began discussing my sabbatical, I told them that 

I had ña pile of booksò that Iôd like to begin to read.  Below is a list of some of 

those books.  I donôt expect to get through them all . . . and itôs possible that the 

spirit will lead to some new books I havenôt come across yet.  But nevertheless, 

here are some of the titles Iôm yearning to get to. 

 

Books by a few friends came out in the past year or so, which I want 

to read:  Good Influence, Teaching the Wisdom of Adulthood, by 

Daniel Heischman; Reasonable and Holy, Engaging Same Sexuality, 

by Tobias Haller; and The Business of Believers, Reflections on 

Leadership, by Richard Norris.  Dick gave me early drafts of some of 

the essays that appear in this book and itôll be fun to see how his 

thinking changed and evolved as he worked on these pieces. 

 

I also want to reread Dickôs Understanding the Faith of the Church, which was 

part of an earlier Church Teaching Series; The Song of Songs, which is a collection 

of his translations of early Christian and medieval commentatorsô writings about 

this book in the Bible; and a special edition of The Anglican Theological Review, 

centered around Dickôs essay, ñHomosexuality, Ethics, and the Church.ò 
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I provided a small bit of assistance to that edition of the ATR, and as a 

thank you, one of the collaborators sent me copies of three of her 

books, which look quite good.  Her name is Kathryn Tanner and the 

books are:  Jesus, Humanity, and the Trinity, A Brief Systematic 

Theology; Spirit in the Cities, Searching for Soul in the Urban 

Landscape; and Economy of Grace. 

 

On the re-reading front, Iôm hoping to look again at St. Augustineôs Confessions; 

Meister Eckhart, a collection of his writings in the Classics of Western Spirituality 

series; Saving Belief, a collection of Austin Farrerôs writing; and Paths in 

Spirituality by John Macquarrie.  Iôll probably also find myself dipping into some 

of the many books I have by Evelyn Underhill, as she is a perennial favorite of 

mine. 

 

Two new-ish books are also on my radar:  A History of Christianity, 

The First Three Thousand Years, by Diarmaid MacCulloch; and 

From Disgust to Humanity by Martha Nussbaum.  This later book 

may lead me to reread Covering, the Hidden Assault on Our Civil 

Rights, by Kenji Yoshino, which I found to be very powerful. 

 

Thereôs also a book thatôs moved from one pile to another many times, which I 

really DO mean to read this summer:  Christianity for the Rest of Us, How the 

Neighborhood Church is Transforming the Faith by Diana Butler Bass. 

 

Finally, thereôs a big fat volume sitting on my desk, which Iôm 

yearning to play with:  a new edition of The Shape of the Liturgy by 

Dom Gregory Dix.  This is still THE book on the development of the 

Eucharistic rite. 

 

So, what about YOU?  Are there any books that youôre yearning to read?  Why not 

join me this summer and finally get to them?  We can report back in the fall . . . . 

 



9 

 

May 13, 2010 

 

Ascension Thursday 
 

The Feast of the Ascension will be celebrated at Grace 

with a Solemn High Mass at 6:00 PM followed by a 

potluck supper in Nason Hall. 

 

 

 
The Other Thursdays of May 

 

Gatherings to Focus on St. Francis 
 

The Thursday Gatherings in May feature three programs dealing with St. Francis 

of Assisi led by Deacon Gary Mongillo, who is himself a Franciscan.  During the 

first one, May 6, 2010, he will show the first half of the movie, Brother Sun, Sister 

Moon.  On May 20, and May 27, he will show the 

remaining segments of the movie.  As usual, each 

Gathering begins with Mass in the chapel at 5:30 

PM.  After Mass, some folks bring supper to eat in 

Nason Hall, while others sup at ñLenaôsò pizza 

restaurant on Park Street.  Everyone then gathers 

back at church at 7:00 PM for the program and 

discussion.  Everyone is welcome to participate as 

little or as much as they wish.  

 

Brother Sun, Sister Moon is a 1972 

Italian film directed by Franco Zeffirelli 

and staring Graham Faulker and Judi 

Bowker.  It is a biopic of St. Francis of 

Assisi and features Zeffirelliôs lush 

photography.  The film attempts to draw 

parallels between the work and 

 

 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 

 

 
 

 

 

St. Philip      1 
&  St. James, 

Apostles 

Easter V     2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Easter VI      9 

�†�0�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���'�D�\�† 
Rogation Sunday 

10 

 

11 12 Ascension Day 13 14 

 

15 

Easter VII    16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Pentecost    23 24 

 

25 26 27 28 29 

Trinity Sunday  30 Vistation of  31 
the Blessed 

Virgin Mary  
Memor ial Day 

 

 

     

 

May  

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  

Solemn High Mass 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  

Solemn High Mass 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
  Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m.  

  Solemn High Mass 
 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  

Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m.  

Solemn High Mass 

12:15 p.m.  

  Vestry Meeting 
 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Contemplative 

Prayer Group 

5:30 p.m. 

Healing Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Contemplative 

Prayer Group 

 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

breakfast at �(�I�I�L�H�¶�V 
 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

breakfast at �(�I�I�L�H�¶�V 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

breakfast at �(�I�I�L�H�¶�V 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

breakfast at �(�I�I�L�H�¶�V 

4:00 Pantry 

Food Packing 

 

4:00 Pantry 

Food Packing 

4:00 Pantry 

Food Packing 

6 p.m. 

Solemn High Mass 

Potluck Supper 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m.  

Thursday Gathering 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m.  

Thursday Gathering 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. 

Thursday Gathering 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

7 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal 

7 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal 

7 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal 

AA  

 

 

AA  

AA  
AA  

AA  

May Notes 
Father Maxwellôs Sabbatical Begins 

Contemplative Prayer Group (Tuesday, 5th, 19th - 7 p.m.) 
Thursday Gatherings (6th, 20th, 27th,) St. Francis ~ 5:30 p.m. Mass, followed by discussion at 7 p.m. 

ASCENSION DAY (Thursday, 13th ~ 6 p.m.)  Solemn High Mass followed by Potluck Supper 
Education Hour (Sundays, 9:45 a.m.) Healing Mass (Tuesday, 11th, 5:30 p.m.) 

Bishopôs 5K  for Kids (Saturday, 15th) 

Vestry Meeting (Sunday, 23rd ~ 12:15 p.m., Rectorôs Office) 
PENTECOST (Sunday, 23rd)  TRINITY SUNDAY (Sunday, 30th) 

Memorial Day (Monday, 31st) 

 

Bishopôs 5K  

 for Kids  
 

8:00 a.m. 

 On-site Registration 

9:30 a.m. 5K  Start 
 

9:45 a.m. 

 Kids' Field Day 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  

  Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m.  

  Solemn High Mass 

 

AA  

AA  

AA  

AA  

7 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal 

2010  


