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Dear Brothers
And Sisters in Christ

By The Rev. GARY MONGILLO
Deacon

One of the things | always liked about New Englasdhe changing of the

seasons. Yes, | probably complain when it's winsarying that it's too cold or,

vice versa, when it's summer, that it is too hBut that doesn’t mean that overall
| don’t enjoy both. Then of course there is spriwgh all its newness and signs
of rebirth, and fall, when everything is aglow wttre splendid array of color and
autumn aromas of fields cut for hay.

As many of you know, | work for the town of Soutbton Park
Department. | probably get to experience eachoseaslittle more
than those who work inside. | get to work with wnim the winter,
flowers in the spring, grass and water in the sumared leaves in the
fall. 1 work with God’s great gift of creation, drl see up close how
nature is working and cannot help but see God'sdhgunding the
whole process.

| see the bulbs that were planted become work®afity. | see the birds making
their nests, and later | see the little ones ag #ne being fed by their mothers. |
marvel at how everything just seems to go as plkhnvith each season, and, most
of all, | notice that the animals don’t do someththat we do often — and that is
worry.

Some of the largest corporations in our country enakiving off our
worrying — that is, the insurance companies. Weryabout our



future; we worry about an auto accident; we worppw if we get
sick; and we even worry about our death. Now I'at saying we
should cancel all our insurance policies, but whatn saying is that
maybe we should have a little more trust in ourd.and in each
other.

Worry takes a lot of time away from the now momemile are either worried

about something that happened in the past and rappem again, or we are
worried about what can happen in the future, mgssail of life that is happening

now. | have to admit staying in the now isn’t ea#iytakes practice. Our thoughts
just seem to naturally wander from the past to fthtare. It's like we are on

automatic pilot, somehow making it through the dayt then not being able to
recall the lake we passed or the children playmg school yard.

The other day | watched two chickadees that wermynforsythia
bush. They were cleaning themselves and just elgogach other’'s
company and the warm sunny day. They were toiallthe now
moment.

Jesus wants us to live life to its fullest. He wgans to be people of the present,
for in reality that is all we ever have. He waunssto literally smell the roses and
see the miracles that are happening all around uke-miracle of life, life that is
being guided by the hand of God. When you getach, read Matthew 6:25-34.
It says it all.

Peace, Deacon Gary+
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FINANCIAL
CORNER

By ELAINE PHILLIPS
Treasurer

As | write this, it is Easter Week. The chancedtid filled with the beauty of this
year’'s Easter flowers (some of which are shown Wwglgiven in memory of our
loved ones. The buying and arranging of the flensra work of love, provided
by Charles Morse. The parish does not

make provision in our Operating Fund

budget for any of the flowers that

beautify our church throughout the year.

All the expenses for flowers come from

our Flower Fund, which is independent

of the Operating Fund and which comes

entirely from contributions  from

parishioners.

We solicit contributions at
Christmas and Easter, but
contributions may be made
at any time. If you wish to
have flowers on a particular
date, as a memorial or
thanksgiving, simply
provide that information
when you make your
contribution.

A contribution of $40.00 will cover the average tto$ flowers on an ordinary
Sunday. As always, make your check payable to &Egscopal Church. There
are special envelopes for the Flower Fund in yowetpe box; if you don’t use
one of them, please be sure to write “Flower Fusald your envelope number on
the check.



The “First Lady” of Grace

Yvonne Turns 106!

Mrs. Yvonne Chowenbhill, the “First Lady” of Graceh@ch, recently celebrated
her 108 birthday. There was a festive coffee hour recepfor her in March
following the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass.

Yvonne was born in France and is fluent in bothlBhgand French.
She has lived in the American southwest, as welNew& York and
Connecticut. She is the widow of the Rev. Nelso&howenhill, the
5™ rector of Grace Episcopal Church (1954-1970). Stieregularly
attends Sunday Mass here and lives at Avery Heightsartford.

She is shown holding a glass of wine at the recapti her honor in Nason Hall.
A birthday cake and other goodies highlighted #sti¥ities. (Photo by Tom Phillips)



Sexton’s Children

Both Girls Cited for Their Achievements

Sexton Bethany A. Bouchard (center) shown in ouwisRaHall on Saturday, April 18, 2009, is
flanked (left to right) by her daughters, CassanBoaichard and Celeste Rodriguez. The girls’
grandmother, Antoinette Bouchard is also a membeupoparish.

By ED KLEMONSKI

Our sexton, Bethany Bouchard, is no stranger t&k. Since her niece was a
student there 12 years ago, Bethany has been iae &otunteer at the Parkville

Community School adjacent to Grace Church that deughters have also
attended. Bethany has been so active, in fact, gsha has received her own
Leadership Awards from the school and has spennttEss hours in volunteer
work there and with programs on and off its camfmusthe students. Now, it's

her daughters’ turn to be recognized for their @shiments.



Celeste Rodriguez

Daughter Celeste Rodriguez has recently been noadint attend the Junior
National Young Leaders Conference in Washingtoi;. Dthis coming summer.
Celeste is a fifth grade student at Parkville ComityuSchool and was selected
for nomination by her teacher, Helen Wong.

The conference is for"sand &' graders, lasts a full week, and is
attended by students from all over the world. Epesathis year will
include former Secretary of State General ColinPlawell USA
(Ret.), as well as former Attorney General JanetdR@and former
Speaker of the House of Representatives Newt Gingri

Celeste is an outstanding student. She has recsepreral “Magna” Student of

the Month Awards from the Dressler Scholastic InisenSystem, a local program

that encourages students to stay in school. Shedpaesented Italy in the annual
“Parade of Nations” held at the school each May &mae and has marched in a
parade with students representing other nationk @tober in West Hartford.

This coming October, Celeste, as the senior memiérlead the group at the

parade.

Cassandra Bouchard

Daughter Cassandra Bouchard went to Parkville Comitypn&chool earlier and is
now a " grader at the Hartford Magnet Middle School at ltearning Corridor.
She, too, has received “Magna” awards and hascpzated in the “Parade of
Nations.” Cassandra is currently in the middleryadahe 3-year Vision Academic
Mentoring Program involving Hartford Magnet Middi8chool and Trinity
College.

Cassandra has been listed for the past severad yedwho's Who
Among Outstanding Middle School Students,” locaaedhe Library
of Congress in Washington, a publication that henstudents for
their academic, athletic, and extracurricular atés, including
community service. Cassandra too, has receivey wiker awards.

Bethany is understandably proud of both of her déarg. She brought several
certificates, trophies, medals, awarded to eachhem to our meeting at the
church. With Celeste expecting to attend her ssst@agnet school in the fall,

Bethany is wistful about ending her connection witle Parkville Community

School but happy about her girls’ achievements.
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Sunday, May 3, 2009

Picnic Lunch to Follow
Sunday Mass

Jan Mann, the author ofCruising
Connecticut with a Picnic Basketvill be
our guest and featured speaker at,
appropriately, the Parish Picnic following
the last Mass on Sunday, May 3, 20009.
Jan’s book details 42 day trips, each
accompanied by a made-to-order picnic,
with recipes, travel tips, and pertinent
information about each destination. Now in
its second edition, the book combines an
eclectic selection of places to visit with the
fine art of picnicking. From hunting spring
wildflowers to wine tasting — from hiking and bilgron miles of trails to tubing
and kayaking on our waterways — from city walkirmmgit to country drives —
from old homesteads to unigue museums. Don’'t migsown picnic and the
chance to meet picnic and sightseeing expert, JamM

Thursday, May 21, 2009

Ascension Day & Pot Luck Supper

The Feast of the Ascension takes place this yedrhomsday, May 21. It will be
observed at Grace with a Solemn High Mass at 6:00 fwllowed by a pot luck
supper in Nason Hall.



Trinity Sunday, June 7, 2009

Bishop Laura Ahrens to Visit Grace

Trinity Sunday takes place this year on SundayeJun It will
be marked by the visitation of Bishop J. Laura Asrépictured
at the right) to our parish. As Fr. Richard A. Metl, states,
“She will undoubtedly want to chat with parishiogeat the
coffee hour [following the 10:30 a.m. Mass] andxpect she
will also want to meet with the vestry.” He encages us all to
turn out for this special event.

Bishop Ahrens was elected in 2007 the youngestopisind the first
female bishop of the Diocese of Connecticut. Soeived a B.A. in
geology and geophysics from Princeton University ®84; a Master
of Divinity (M. Div.) from Yale Divinity School / Brkeley Divinity

School in 1991; and a Doctorate of Ministry (D. Mifrom Hartford

Seminary in 2000. She also holds an honorary daieofrom

Berkeley Divinity School at Yale (2008).

Ordained a priest in 1992, she has served as catatt. Peter's Church in
Osterville, MA (1991-1993), as associate rectorratity Church in Concord, MA
(1993-1995), as associate rector at St. Luke’s €&hur Darien, CT (1995-2000),
and as rector of St. James’ Church in Danbury, ZODQ to 2007).

Corpus Christi Sunday, June 14, 2009

“Welcome Home” Sunday

The Feast of Corpus Christi will be celebrated r@reéSunday, June 14. Thanks
to a combined initiative of the Vestry and the Chdiwill be observed at Grace
this year with a “Welcome Home” program for folkbevused to attend Masses or
sing in the choir here to come back for the celidmaand join the rest of the
parish in a special luncheon following the 10:30.aMass.



Although Corpus Christi itself actually falls onetirhursday before
“Pentecost Sundays” begin, it is traditionally aolveel at Grace on
Corpus Christi Sunday, the Sunday following Trirfiynday. At the
10:30 a.m. Sunday service, there will be a SolenghH/ass with
Procession of the Blessed Sacrament. Corpus Chusiday also
marks the end of the choir's season. It is thalflfichoral” Mass
before the summer vacation.

“What we are planning,” said Kyle Swann, choirmasted organist, “is to invite
back, for the day, all of those whom we haven'tnse some time.... It is an
outreach to former congregants and choristers.”s&ié that the choir will have a
rehearsal the previous Friday (June 12) to “brugti familiar music and
“hopefully, re-acquaint ourselves with some forremigers.” He stressed, “This is
a one-time deal. In other words, we will not begsuring anyone to return to
Grace Church — only making sure that they all kribat they’'re most welcome.”

For anyone interested in the choral program, he, $2orpus Christi
IS an opportunity to “try it on for size.” Anyorfeom the Parish, or
beyond, he said, is welcome to join them for theeegsal and a social
on Friday and to sing the Mass with the choir onday. “We will
not assume that anyone who does this is makingcanymitment
beyond the 14 of June,” he stressed.

Saturday, June 20, 2009

“Musical Friends” Concert

Parkville Classicals presents its last progranhefgeason, the “Musical Friends”
in concert, at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 20, 2@39always, the concert is free
with seating on a first-come basis. A reception Nason Hall with free
refreshments follows the concert and provides thgodunity to meet and greet
the musicians.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 St. Philip 1 2
s IS & James, Apostles
S
o the Valle
a\z May ofﬁ 7
7 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
Easter IV 3 5 6 7 8 9
8 a.m. Low Mas
9:30 a.m. 7:15 a.m. Low Mass
Education Hour & “Breakfast Club”
10:30 a.m. .
Solemn High Mass 5:30 p.m. Low Mass|
~12:00 noon 7 p.m. Contemplative
PARISH PICNIC Prayer Grou 5:30 p.m. Low Mass|
3:30 p.m. Deanery Y P P 7 p.m.
Annual Meetin AA Choir Rehearsal
Easter V. 10 11 12 13 14 159 gishop'ssk 16
Mother’s Day for Kids
=\ 7:15am. LowMasg 9 a.m. Pantry
8 a.m. Low Mass o & “Breakfast Club” 8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m. il On-site Registratior
Education Hour 5:30 p.m. 4:30 Pantry 9:30 a.m. 5K Start
10:30 a.m. Healing Mass Food Packing 5:30 p.m. Low Mass 9:45 a.m.
Solemn High Mass 7p.m. Kids' Field Da
AA AA Choir Rehearsal
Easter VI 17 18 19 20| Ascension Day21] 22 23
8 a.m. Low Mass 7:15 a.m. Low Masg 9 a.m. Pantry
9:30 a.m. & “Breakfast Club”
Education Hour
10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. Low Masg 4:30 Pantry 6 p.m.
Solemn High Mass 7 p.m. Contemplative  Food Packing Solemn High Mass
12:15 p.m. Prayer Group Potluck Supper 7 p.m.
Vestry Meetini AA AA Choir Rehearsal
Easter VIl 24 |Memorial Day 25 26 27 28 29 30
8 am. Low Mass | Office Closed 7:15am.LowMas§ g9 am. Pantry
9:30 a.m. S " & “Breakfast Club”
Education Hour f ANS
10:30 a.m. NG} &_/
; d Y 4:30 Pantry
Solemn High Mass 5:30 p.m. Low Mass . 7 p.m.
AA Food Packing 5:30 p.m. Low Mas$  choir Rehearsal
AA

Pentecost 31
8 a.m. Low Mass

9:30 a.m.
Education Hour
10:30 a.m.
Solemn High Mas$s
Ordination s
Service

May Notes

PARISH PICNIC with Guest Author Jan Man(Sunday, May %~ 12:00 noon)

Deanery Annual MeetinfSunday, May $-3:30 p.m.)
Bishop’s 5K for Kids(Saturday, May 16)

Vestry Meeting(Sunday, May 1% - 12:15 p.m., Rector's Office)
ASCENSION DAY (Thursday, May 2% — 6 p.m.) Solemn High Mass followed by Potluck Supper

Memorial Day(Monday, May 28)

PENTECOST (Sunday, May 3%) & Ordination Service for American Ecumenical Catb@hurch

Contemplative Prayer GroyMay 5", 19"- 7 p.m.)

Education Hou(Sundays, 9:30 a.m.)

Healing Mass (? Tuesday, 5:30 p.m.)
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

N |4
A\, o)
Q\V@ > W VN =

Healing Mass (? Tuesday, 5:30 p.m.) Contemplative Prayer Grou@Fuesday, June"® 16", 3¢" - 7 p.m.)

SPRING INTO SUMMER PICNIC with special presentatiaisunday, June 28 ~12:00 noon)

June Notes

Trinity Sunday(June ) with Bishop Ahren’s Visit
Corpus Christi ~ “Welcome Home” SundéSunday, June 13

Last Choir Rehearsals for SumngEriday, June 12 — 7p.m.)
Last Education Hour for SumméBunday, June 14, 9:30 a.m.)
Parkville Classicals Preserthisical Friends(Saturday, June 20 — 7:30 p.m.)
Vestry Meeting(Sunday, June 21 — 12:15 p.m.)

Vistation of 1 2 3 4 5 6
the Blessed 7:15 a.m. Low Mass|
Virgin Mary & “Breakfast Club”
5:30 p.m. Low Masg
7 p.m. Contemplative 7 p.m.
Prayer Grou 5:30 p.m. Low Mass  chojr Rehearsal
AA AA
Trinity Sunday 7 8 | Columba of lona 9 St. Ephram 10 | St. Barnabasll 12 13
8 a.m. Low Mass The Deacon The Apostle;
9:30 a.m. s - Corpus Christi
Education Hour :15 a.m. Low Masg
. & “Breakfast Club” 9am. Pantry
10:30 a.m.
Solemn High Mass 51?0 p.m. _
Bishop’s Visitation Healing Mass 4:30 Pantry 5:30 p.m. Low Masg 7 p.m.
AA AA Food Packing Choir Rehearsal
Corpus Christi 14 15 16 17 18 19 X 20
“Welcome Home” c\ \
Sunday 7:15 a.m. Low Masg P
8 zm. Low Mas & "Breakfast Club” | 9 a.m. Pantry -
9:30 a.m.
Education Hour 5:30 p.m. Low Mass ¥
10:30 a.m. ; Contemplat 7:30 p.m
Solemn High Masg p.m. Contemplative . : m.
~12:00 noon Prayer Group Fi.gc(j) Egg&g 5:30 p.m. Low Mass Parkville Classicals
Special Lunchec AA AA 9 "Musical Friend<"
Pentecost Il 21 22 23 Nativity of 24 25 26 27
Father’'s Day St. John the Baptist| 9 a.m. Pantry
8 a.m. Low Mas 7 7:15 a.m. Low Mass
10:30 a.m 'IOM{ & “Breakfast Club”
Solemn High Mass g ;’
12:00 noon :
Vestry Meeting 5:30 p.m. Low Mas 4:30 Pantry 5:30 p.m. Low Mas$
Food Packing
AA AA
Pentecostv 28 | St. Peter& 29 30

8 a.m. Low Mass

10:30 a.m.
Solemn High Masg
~12:00 noon

SPRING INTO
SUMMER PICNIC

Paul, Apostles

5:30 p.m. Low Mass
7 p.m. Contemplativ
Prayer Grou

AA
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Some Saints of Spring

By ELIZABETH MIEL

In June we celebrate two remarkable saints whordede be better known. Both
were poets and had a lasting influence on the dpwant of Christian culture.

Columba of lona

?521-597
Feast day: June 9

Columba was the founder of the monastic communityooa on the coast of
Scotland and is one of the great missionary saintise Celtic church. He died at
the altar of his church on June 9, 597 — the samm yhat Augustine of
Canterbury arrived in the south to convert the Arg§axons. Born in Ireland and
related to the royal family of the Ui Neill, Columlzhose from an early age the
path of service in the church. His Irish name v@adm or Colum “dove”
(Columba in Latin). He was also called in Irish

Columcille “dove of the church”.

Columba (shown at the right) is credited with
founding over 100 churches including the
churches at Durrow and at Derry and probably
the church at Kells, which became famous for
the illuminatedmanuscriptGospels produced
there. Both Derry and Durrow were named for
the oak groves sacred to the Pre-Christian Irish
and were built on the north-south axis rather
than the traditional East-West to avoid cutting
down the oak trees.

Martin of Tours (our Patron saint at Grace) is eatfamous for boldly cutting
down the oak tree considered sacred by the paddaaw, but Columba was very
different. He is reported to have said:

“Though | have a dread of death and Hell,

| dread still more the sound of an axe
in the oak grove of Derry.”
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“Crowded full of heaven’s angels
Is every leaf of the Oaks of Derry.”

In 563, for mysterious reasons, Columba sailed away Ireland, either banished
or in self-imposed exile, after a violent disputeat making an illicit copy of a
manuscript Psalter. His biographer, Adomnan, (6@%) says only that he
became “a pilgrim for Christ.”

Columba arrived on the coast of Scotland with twetompanions
and founded the lona Community on a small islaiile community
was destined to become the center of Celtic missjoractivity.

From lona, missionaries went out to Pictland, thebitles, and
Britain, and on to Europe. It was from lona in tiext generation
that Saint Aidan was called to be a missionaryh® Northumbrian
kingdom. lona became famous for its learning andistar

achievement and was (and is) a center of pilgrimage

According to Adomnan’s biography, Columba knew bef@and the day that he
would die. He bade his monks farewell and reclil$sings on the community.
Then he went to his little house and continued dokvon his daily task which was
the copying of manuscripts. On that last day he warking on a copy of the
Psalter. He wrote the words from Psalm 34:10, SEhwho seek the Lord will
lack for nothing.” And then, he laid his pen downdasaid to his servant,
“Baithene (his disciple who had been named asugsessor) will have to go on
from here.”

When the bell rang for the midnight office, he tarthe church ahead
of the others. His servant following him saw ligititthe church and
then go out. "Father, where are you?” he criea félind him lying
in front of the altar. The saint, as Adomnan sé&yss crossing over
from this weary pilgrimage to his heavenly home.”

Columba reportedly summed up his own faith with lheh sentence: Mo Drui
Mac De — “My druid is the Son of God”

[cf. Adomnan of lona Life of St. Columba. transtatey R. Sharpe. London (Penguin Books), 1995]
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Saint Ephrem the Deacon
or Ephrem the Syrian

C303-373
Feast Day: June 10

Ephrem, a deacon at Edessa is famous for his hamtisrerse commentaries on
Scripture and especially his focus on the mystéth® incarnation.

“Glory to Him who never needs us to thank Him.
Yet He became needy for He loves us

And He thirsted; for He cherishes us.

And He asks us to give to Him

So that He may give us even more.

His fruit was mingled with our human nature

To draw us out toward Him

Who bent down to us.

By the Fruit of the Root He will graft us onto Hisee.”

[From Hymns of the Nativity — Hymn 3 iBphrem the Syrian: Hymns.
translated from Syriac by Kathleen McVey. Palfistss NY 1989]

Ephrem was born in Nisibis, in Mesopotamia, andnsgdas early life there.
Nisibis was besieged by the Persian army severasti In 350 the Persian king,
Shapur Il, dammed the local river in order to flabé surroundings of the town.
One of Ephrem’s Nisibene hymns describes this latsac compares the town to
Noah’s Ark floating on the waters of the flood.

“All kinds of storms trouble me

and | count the Ark fortunate:

only waves surrounded it,

but ramps and arrows as well as waves surround me.

O Helmsman of the Ark

be my pilot on dry land:

You rested the Ark on the haven of a mountain
give rest to me too in the haven of my walls.”

[St Ephrem the Syrian: Hymns on Paradisenslated by Sebastian Brock.
Crestwood, NY (St Vladimir's Seminary Press) 1990.]
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Forced to move westward after the Persian conquest
of the area in 363, he established himself in Ealess
Syria and founded a school of biblical and
theological studies.

He is particularly remembered for starting
women’s choirs and training them to sing his
hymns. Ephrem was ordained to the
diaconate.

Although neither a monk nor a hermit, he remained
celibate and devoted himself to teaching and vgitin
He died while caring for the victims in an outbreak
of plague in 373.

(Shown above is Ephrem the Deacon with his thudible

Summer Opportunities Abound!

For anyone looking for things to do this coming suen, look no farther than the literature in
Nason Hall. Here is a short summary of some obhgortunities available.

June 18, 2009

Golf Tournament

The Camp Washington-Hasting Open Golf Tournameétgstglace on June 18, 2009 at Tunxis
Plantation Golf Course, 87 Town Farm Road, in Fagtun. Proceeds benefit the Camp
Washington Scholarship Fund. The tournament isegam honor and memory of the Rt. Rev.
Bradford Hasting, Suffragan Bishop. It is the ppmnfundraiser for camper scholarships. Last
year 64 campers received over $24,000 in assistarazke possible by tournament proceeds.
Bishop Laura Ahrens is this year’s honorary ch#in X2 Segway Golf Transporter is the hole-
in-one prize. Forms for golfer registration — yoan register with less than a foursome as they
will pair you up with “friendly folks” — are availale in Nason Hall. You may also contact June
Aziz at 860.563.4028 or atneaziz@aol.com
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June, July, and Auqust

Camp Washington

Children’s camps (for ages 7-12), middle camps &ges 12-15) and specialty camps (for ages
5-17) are offered by the Diocese of ConnecticuCamp Washington, 190 Kenyon Road, in
Lakeside, CT. Each camp experience lasts 6 ddiegrsa variety of activities, and includes
community worship. There’s even a camp for teehs want to work on and produce a full
length Broadway musical — constructing the set,etlgying a lighting design, acting, singing,
dancing, sewing a costume, etc. There’s also ay34dee Wee and Parent Camp” for kids 5-9
with a parent. Financial assistance is availalitegistration forms are available in Nason Hall,
call 860-567-9623 or go on line tovw.campwashington.org

All Summer Long

Incarnation Camp

Another opportunity for kids is the Incarnation Gam ministry founded by Incarnation Church
in Manhattan in 1886 and located on 700 woodedsasuerounding a mile-long private lake at
253 Bushy Hill Road, in Ivoryton, CT. It offersdapendent programs for boys and girls ages 7-
13 as well as two 4-week programs for boys ands @des 14 and 15. Information may be
obtained in Nason Hall or by calling 860-767-084&p line atwww.incarnationcamp.org

Any Time at All

Day Tripping in Connecticut

Consider a day trip anywhere in Connecticut. Oossjbility is a visit to the Gouveia Vineyards
at 1339 Whirlwind Hill Road in Wallingford for a tof wine-tasting. They have 15 acres of
varietal grapes, including Seyval Blanc, Vignol€hardonnay, Pinot Noir, Cabernet Franc,
Merlot, Cayuga, St. Croix, Cabernet Sauvignon, dnmdfandel. Visitors may enjoy a glass
indoors by a double-sided fireplace, or outsideatios overlooking the setting sun, or on their
dock watching fish swim beneath their feet. Itfgen all year. For more information call 203-
265-5526, go tavww.gouveiavineyards.copor simply come to Nason Hall on May 3, 2009
following the 10:30 a.m. Mass to meet Jan Mann, ghthor of Cruising Connecticut with a
Picnic Basket. She devotes an entire chapter of her book to timeyard and has 41 other
suggestions for daytrips in our region you may vishbonsider.
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SENIORWARDEN'’S
CORNER

By ROB DUNCAN
Senior Warden

Sometimes starting is the hardest part of accompgsanything. You know that
big project at work that you’re not quite sure htavattack; or rewriting your
resume after not having done so for several yesrspming up with an article to
write for Grace Notes The list goes on and on but | think you know whaean.
You can study these projects from every angle, &lbut them with several
people, weigh all the options but nothing seentetodone until you take action.

This has seemed to be the case with the Gracee§tgtlan. We
have spent the better part of a year revising a pla created two
years ago. However in the past few months we'asetest to take
action on some of the items while we were finishing the last
sections. The results have been amazing.

Starting with the hospitality plan, we saw almasimiediate results. To refresh
your recollection, the hospitality plan is a plarownd how we welcome and
continue to treat newcomers. It has to do, noy amth the interpersonal aspect of
hospitality, but also the physical aspect of welogmwhich includes signage,

follow up notes, refreshments etc. Once the Vesteynbers were aware of how
some newcomers felt in the past about feeling ateoh or not being able to break
into the group, they immediately embraced the spirithe new plan to actively

seek out newcomers and welcome them to Grace. Wfked sharing our

experiences of meeting newcomers and sharing saifilthe new people so we
would all have an awareness to be on the lookauhfm at coffee hour.

This one section of our strategic plan became tatlygst for
everything else getting moving. It seemed to emerghe whole
group because it was something everyone could \8fe. were also
encouraged to find that we were getting new attesddter a period
of not so many visitors. Suddenly the marketingnpivent from
planning stage to implementation with two new adm@ run during
Holy Week in theCourant
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| could go on about all the things we've done tkenthese things happen but I'll
save that for another time. The good news is thaive seen an uptick in
attendance of late. In fact, our attendance at H&Mgek services was up
significantly over 2008.

There is a plan around parish-wide events that Samdorgan
volunteered to coordinate and we have several svelainned for
June. The purpose of this plan is to have sewm@anhts throughout
the year where Grace members can gather outsideurofegular
services to get to know one another. It's alsal@rochance to invite
guests to participate in some unique festiviti€&me of the events
will be fundraisers that will contribute to some c¢huneeded
resources during a tough budget year; others atefyn events that
will continue to bond us together as a parish whickurn will help
us continue to grow.

| strongly encourage you to attend as many evenfsoasible and invite friends.
Simply go to our website atww.gracehartford.ordor the most up-to-date listing
of events. There’'s definitely an energy emergih&race that has been there all
along. We just needed to get started.

JUNIOR WARDEN’S
CORNER

By BILL PASCUCCI
Junior Warden

We have officially entered into spring, eliminatitige need for further snow removal.
Trent Landscaping, who was responsible for our sramoval this winter, did an
excellent job. As soon as it snowed, their perebwere here. We are responsible for
maintaining a clear sidewalk for all of our propgethat stretches around New Park
Avenue to Grace Street, and we must keep the lemdixess to the crosswalk clear.
There were many times this winter that the Treadt stturned to Grace just to clear the
handicap access.
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Spring also breathes a sigh of relief
from the stress placed on our boiler
throughout the winter. We had no
heating failures at the church or the
rectory this year. We have a plan in
place for maintenance and we hope
this is one of the first dividends.

At long last, our stained glass window has been
repaired. It was installed just before Palm Sunday
The repair was completed by Stained Glass
Resources, Inc. from Hampden, MA. The total cost
of the repair was $8,400. We hope to receive a
reimbursement from our insurance of this sum, less
our deductible of $1,000. As a part of the repair,
protective shield was also installed on the outside
the window. If you have a chance to walk down
Grace Street, look over your shoulder and you will
see a spectacular view of our stained glass window
as it was meant to be seen. Restored “Alpha” Window at left of main altar.

We have begun our move into spring. The lawns gardens at the
church and rectory will soon be cleaned and bef@dnow it, mowing

will commence. So far, the rains have remainesideiof the church and
we continue to hope and pray that is where theyiremThere are no
projects scheduled for the spring other than regufaintenance.
Hopefully, we can avoid emergency repairs through maintenance
program.

Should anyone wish to serve on the Projects Coeenitith Eunice Lyman, John Pryor
and myself, or have suggestions, please contacirengf us.

My thanks to Tori Burns, Deacon Gary, Rob Duncalil,Bascucci, Fr. Max, Kyle
Swann, and Elizabeth Miel for their help and sugigas with this issue of “Grace
Notes.” Contributions from others are always walecand may be sent to me at
any time aklemonskie@aol.com

EDWARD S. KLEMONSKI, Editor.

19



May ~ June 2009 Issue

55 New Park Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106

www.gracehartford.org
gracehartford@sbcglobal.net

If you are receiving this newsletter
in error or wish to be taken off the
mailing list, please notify the
Church office.

All concerts are on Saturday evenings in the churthey are free and
start at 7:30 p.m. Seating is limited and on stdtome basis. A reception
in the Parish Hall to meet the musicians followsheeoncert.

~ I"'f$ %
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