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What
gi f
moment to remind you of one of the most important gifts that has been given to us

... a

This relates to somethinglse | want to talk to you about . . . stewardship. Yes, |
know youodove all/l received the informati
wardship working group, and | hope
too late to pledge!) Butstaw ds hi p i s about more
treasureo . : : as important as

ste
never
and
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DEAR FRIENDS

By The Rev. RICHARD A. MAXWELL
Rector

a gift we have in Grace! God showers each of us with so many different

t s t hat someti mes weodr e bl i nded

gift we shia with each other. Grace Episcopal Church.

Wedre entering the season of gift

we remember THE most important gift the world has ever received:
Jesus Christ. In this season of joy and gratitude it seems appropriate
to me that we also celebrate the place where each of us comes weekly
to worship and to know Christ better: Grace Church. And | want to

encourage you, as you give thanks

gift of Grace with others.
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money to God and Goddés wor k. St ewar ds|

the gifts God gives us for the glory @od. And so | invite you all to think of this
Christmas season as a time to share the gift of Grace.

Try to remember when you first came to this parish. Did someone
invite you? Was there one person who offered you a particular word

of welcome or acceptac e ? |l f so, then | hope yo
invitations and to offer similar words of encouragement to
newcomers. Were there particular activities that seemed to you to
promote the | ife and mission of the

continueto support those activities and perhaps even think of new
ones to help Grace flourish.

As you pray about sharing the gifts that God has given you, try to imagine who

might need Grace in the future. Just as we each have committed to a specific

target numbeon a pledge cdri the amount we will give to the operating budget
of Gracei | hope we also are considering all the people who could benefit from

the music and the liturgy, the food pantry and programs, the staff and clergy . . . all

the things that oumoney helps to provide.

Grace Episcopal Church is a unique An@latholic parish in this part

of Connecticut. As | like to say, God is worshipped at Grace not only
with traditional liturgy but also with open hearts and minds. Some of
us have consciouslghosen to belong to Grace; other of us feel the
reverse . . . that somehow, Grace has ahbk® . . . but however we
got here, Grace is a beautiful gift from God that we share. As we
celebrate ALL the gifts God gigais, | pray that we may also be open
to all the ways that the Spirit urges us to share these gifts with others.

Happy gift giving and Merry Christmas!
Max+
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FINANCIAL
CORNER

By ELAINE PHILLIPS
Treasurer
Surprise! Surprise! | 6 m wr i t i ng Mamypladges pavecbden aumed
in already, but quite a few are stilltstanding. Now a pledge is not a glamorous
thingd i t 6s j ust madnbateyen aandcheeds that mdnaytto do
its work.

We do great things here at Grac€harles Morse mentioned many of

these things i n his s$whichhsoreprintech Al | Se
elsewhere in this Newsletter)utofeeding the poor from our Food

Pantry, and presenting great music in our Parkville Classicals, and,

most important of all, celebrating the Mass for the great feasts of the

Churchd with quiet dignity, orwith the best in ceremgrand music

that we can manag®& all require that we have mundane things like

heat and lightas well ashousing for our priest. Those things come

out of the Operating Fund, which is fed by our pledges.

As Treasurer, | can assure you that there is no fat in our Operating Fund Bsdget.

| preparet he draft of next yeards budget f ol
be | ooking carefully at previous years
reduce. (Sadly, there seldom is.) So we hope and pray that there will be
sufficient income to meet our necessary expenses, and we hope that all of our
members will prayerfully consider their pledges and turn it those mundane little
pledge cards as soon as possible.

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PLEDGE CARDS

Sunday, January 29, 2011

Grace AnnuaMeeting

The 2012 Annual Meeting of the members of Grace Episcopal Church takes place,
wedher permitting, on Sunday, Janu&9, 2011, in the Parish Hall. The Vestry

will review, revise, and approve the Canonical List of Voting Memar its
regularmeeting on Decembdr8, 2011. Adoption of reports, election of officers
and vestry members, and other official business will be on the agenda.




Diocesan Convention

Fr. Max Elected to Standing Committee

The Rev. Richard A. Maxwell waslected to the Standing Committee of the
Diocese of Connecticut at its 22TConvention held Octobe21-22, 2011 at the
Hartford Marriott Hotel in Farmington.

The Standing Committee i@ council of advice to the bishoplt
considers ecclesiastical ma#ierincluding ecclesiastical discipline,
approves candidates for ordination, authorizes and ratifies elections of
bishops betweemgeneralconventions, oversees diocesan real estate
matters, has a role in the election of its diocesan bishophamdies

othea related matters.

The Standing Committee has ten members, 5 clergy and 5 lay per8oribe
annual Diocesan Convention, 1 clergy member and 1 lay membeeetedeleach

to a 5year term. The Committee usually meets at Diocesan House in Hartford at
5:00 p.m. on the 4th Thursday of each month. Occasionally, there are additional
meetings, primarily to provide Standing Committee members with the opportunity
to meet with pesons preparing for ordination.

Church Street Eats

| would like to thank dlthose who helped
with the Church Street Eatsprogram on
October8, 2011,at Bushnell Park. Thank
you for the donations of food and for t
donations of your time.It was a blessing
to those who received and for those w
gave. We made over 160 sandwies,
gave an assortment of fruitsnd provided
dessert and drink We fed about 85 : £
people who were very gratefulThanks agaitior being the hands of Chrlst
Peace, Deacon Gary+




Thursday Decembed, 2011, et seq.

A Christmas Prelude

Fr. Maxwell has announced that the Gatherings will continue at 710 gm
Thursday evenings in the usual manner althoigly imay change in the future.
For the Gatherings in Advent, he will present "A Thrill of Hope, the Christmas
Story in Word Art,” a DVD-based study that presents the familiar story of
Christmas as told irhe Gospels of Matthew and Luke.

Each Scripture passage is illuminated and interpreted through the art
of John August Swanson and the commentary of some excellent Bible
scholars. The study is divided into six-mhinute "chapters," each one
featuring a passage of Scripture, a commentary by the scholars, and a
Swanson work of art based on that passage. Included are "A Visit"
(Luke 1:2638), "The Nativity" (Luke 2:17); "The ShepherdqLuke
2:8-20); "Epiphany" (Matthew 2:12); "Presentation in the Temple"
(Luke 2:2140); and "Flightinto Egypt" (Matthew 2:13 15).

He says, A hope that many people wild!@l
gatherings, which offer a time of commty and prayer as we prepare for
Christmas. o Tshseheddldad rfos Thurgalay,oRecemldgr 2011.

Others will follow weekly. Attendeemay wish to attend mass at ®:;8m., and

then go out to supper, or enjoy a heprepared meal in Nasdtall, prior to the
program.

Saturday, Decembé&; 2011

Deaconso6 Reaffi r ma

On Saturday, Decemb8& 2011,at 10:30 an., Deacons from around the State of
Connecticut will get to see firsthand how beautiful Grace Church is. At the
requestb Bi shop Ahrens, Grace Church will
reaffirmation of vows. Father Max agreed not otdythe use of the Church for

this service, but also to be the Celebrant for their renewal. Our own Deacon Gary
as ks, A Pl Peacomrs inkaireppayees lad they go forth from Grace to love
and serve the Lord. o




SundayDecembe#d, 2011

Advent Lessons and Carols

At 5:00 p.m.on Sunday, Decembdr, 2011, the Grace Church Choir will present
its annual holiday program of Lessons and Carols. Traditional Christmas music
and special seasonal treats are on the music menu.

December 24 ~ Decemb2b

New Christmas Mass Schedule

Meeting in theRect or 0s Of fice the first Sund
Committee decided to make the following changes in ouitimadl Christmas
Mass schedule:

e The Christmas Eve service moves up one hour. The music program will
start at 9:30 pn. and the Mass it¢leat 10:00 pm. on Saturday, December
24, 2011.

e On Christmas Daythere will be one service, a Solemn High Mass with
hymns at 10:30.en. on Sunday, Decemb@b, 2011. There will be no 8:00
am. Mass at Grace that day.

Januan2012

Special Servicem the New Year

SundayJanuary 1 TheHoly Name of Jesus
ThursdayJanuary 5 Epiphany Eve- Solemn High Mass at 6:00rp.

followed byapotluck suppein Nason Hall
SundayJanuary8  Epiphany I~ The Baptism of Jesus



Storm AlfredDamages the Rectory

¥

Snow Storm Alfred swat the State of Connecticut Octol#¥30, 2011, downing

trees and branches, cutting electricity to many communities, and wreaking havoc
with many properties. Fortunately, the Grace Church canwas spared
significant damage.

Not so, the rectory, shown here a few days after the storm with a
massive tree toppled onto the garage and north side of the house. It
cut a hole in the garage roof but otherwise did not appeamagka

the rest of the building.

Electrical power was out for over a week, and telephone, cable TV, and Internet
service even longer. Fortunately, the property has gas heat, hot water, and
cooking equipment, so Fr. Max, Paul, @&wasmo did not have to evacuate.



The front yard was a mess from the many tree branches that fell, and the lines to
the utility pole were ripped from the house. The large photo below shows the
downed wires dropping to the ground just west of the front walk. A large, old tree
at the Rumford Streetoener of the property escaped significant damage but its
foliage was trimmed when some of the heavy, stemenbranches crashed to the
ground. (Photos by Ed Klemonski)
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December

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday
E December Notes y E 1 2 10:30 am. 3
. Deaconsd Re nSatuady, 3010:304.my s A
3 Lessons & Ceols (Sunday4™, 5 0p.m) " De %fcvaf: enl
$ Brass and Silver Polishin@aturday, 10" 9:30a.m.) 4
4 Christmas Toy DistributiofSaturday, 17" 9 a.m.) 9
P Church decoratin¢Sunday18", ~12 noon) $
«  Vestry MeetingSunday, 18~12: 15 Rect o
3 Education HoufSundays, 9:45 a.m.) . 5:30 p.m. Low Mass|
* Thursday Gathering@hursdays, %, 8", 15", 22 7 p.m.) ¢
g Healing MasgTuesday, 18, 5:30 p.m.) 3 7pm.
: Contemplative Prayer Groufuesday, 7 p.m.) + | Thursday Gathering
Advent 11 4 5 6 7 8 9 ] 1
7:15 a.m. Low Mass 9.30a.m_. Brass
8 a.m. Low Mass AR and 8:30 a.m. and_ Sl!ver
9:45 a.m. (&) X\} breakfast aE f f i Food Pantry Polishing
Education Hour A 4 p.m.Pant T
| % B\ | 5:30 p.m. Low Mass p.m.Fantry
10:30 a.m. /\,\ (5 IJ 7 7 | 7 pmContemplative Food Packing
i Y A 5:30 p.m. Low Mass
Solemn High Mass /\/ / ¢ A Prayer Group 7 p.m. p
5p.m. ChoirRehearsal 7p.m.
Lessons& Car ols AA AA ThursdayGathering
Advent 111 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9a.m.
8 am. Low Mass 7:15 a.m. Low Mass 8:30 a.m. Toy Distribution
and FoodPantry
9:45 a.m. 5:30 p.m. breakfast aE f f i
Education Hour Healing Mass 4 Pant
} .m.Pan
10:30 a.m. 7 p.m.COntempIathe FOF;d PaCk|l;1yg 5:30 p.m. Low Mass
Solemn High Mass Prayer Group Z0o.m
7p.m. pm.
AA AA Choir Rehearsal | Thursday Gathering
Advent IV 18 19 ST. THOMAS 21 22 23| cChristmasEve 24
8 a.m. Low Mass THE APOSTLE 8:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m. 7:15 a.m. Low Mass Food Pantry A
Education Hour and o~
10:30 a.m. breakfastak f f i
Solemn High Mass 4 p.m.Pantry 9:30 p.m.

12:15
Vestry Meeting

5:30 p.m. Low Mass

Food Packing

5:30 p.m. Low Mass
7 p.m.

Musical Prelude
10 p.m.

12 noon 7 p.m.Contemplative| 7p.m. : .
Greening of Church AA Prayer GroupA Choir Rehearsal Thursday Gathering SolemnHigh Mass
The Nativity of 25| ST.STEPHEN 26| ST.JOHN 27 29| Office Closed 30| New YeaBb

Our Lord Deacon and Martyr | Apostle &\E{vangehst _
Jesus Christ B F8.3d0 s.mt.
ood Pantry
10:30 a.m.
Solemn High Mass

with Hymns and 5:30 p.m. Low Mass
530p.m. LowMass| |, eakfast
7 p.m.Contemplative 4 p.m. Pantry

Prayer GroupaA

Food Packing

=
=
%

3)

Christmas Services and Events

at Grace Church

Christmas Eve:
9:30 p.m. Musical Prelude:
Hymns & Anthems of the Season
10:00 p.m.SolemnHigh Mass
Refreshments followingnidnight mass

Christmas Day:

10:30 a.m.Solemn HighMass with Hymns e
©0000000000000000°
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January

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
S January Notesi Happy New Year!!! E
b Holy Name of Jesus (%) 1
b Vigil of the Epiphany (Thursday5™) ~ Mass 6:00 p.nfollowed byPotluck Supper ¢
N p Baptism of Our Lord (Sunday8") 1 e =]
J,rmu,ryx# b Healing Mass(2" Tuesday, @™ 5:30 p.m.) 1 %GOE H“PPy[
b Contemplative Prayer Group (Tuesdays, 7 p.m.) 4 T New"
: Education Hour (Sundays9:45 a.m.) | £ = Year!
b Vestry Meeting22"~ 12:15p.m.Rect or 6s Of fi ce:
« GRACE CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING ~ SUNDAY, 30" FOLLOWING MASS  :
E (Lunch provided) 3
T’Qe MOS} goly 1 2 3 4| EPIPHANY EVE 5 EPIPHANY 6 7
ame of Our . the Manifestarion of
Lord Jesus Christ 715 a.n;.nlc; ow Mass l T B Our Lord Jesus Christ
breakfast aE f f i [ ﬁ‘r;%{j to the Gentiles
8am. LowMass 5:30 p.m. Low Mass 5‘ A
ga5a.m. 7 p.m.Contemplative
Education Hour .Pr.ayer Group 7:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal | Solemn High Mass
SolemnHigh Mass AA AA Potluck Supper
Epiphany| 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Baptism of Our
Lord Jesus Christ 7:15 a.m. Low Mass 8:30 a.m.
and Food Pantry
8 a.m. Low Mass breakfastak f f i
9:45a.m. 5:30 p.m. )
f 4:00 Pantry
i Healing Mass .
Education Hour . Food Packing 5:30 p.m. Low Mass
10:30 a.m. 7 p.m.Contemplative]
Solemn High Mass Prayer Group 7:00 p.m. Grace NoteDeadline
Choir Rehearsal
AA AA
Epiphany Il 15 16 17 18 20 21
> 715 Low M 8:30 a.m.
ML ) a.n;.n dOW ass Food Pantry
8 a.m. Low Mass Py breakfastaE f f i |e
9:45a.m.
Education Hour 4:00 Pantry
10:30 am. Martin Luther 5:30 p.m. Low Mass Food Packing 5:30 p.m. Low Mass
Solemn High Mass King 7 p.m.Contemplative 7:00 p.m.
Holiday Prayer Group Choir Rehearsal
AA AA
Epiphany il 22 23 24| Conversion of 25 26 27 28
St. Paul the Apostle 830
:30 a.m.
8 a.m. Low Mass 7:15 a.m. Low Mass Food Pantry
9:45a.m. and
Education Hour 530 Low M breakfastaE f f i |e
. : .m. Low Mass
lgbﬁggﬁml—.ligh Mass 7p mpContempIative +00 Pantty
m. Food Packi :
1215 pm. Prayer Group ood Packing 5:30 p.m. Low Mass
Vestry Meeting 7:00 p.m.
AA AA ChoirRehearsal
Epiphany IV 29 30 31

8 a.m. Low Mass
9:45a.m.
Education Hour
10:30 a.m.
Solemn High Mass
ANNUAL
MEETING

5:30p.m. Low Mass

7 p.m.Contemplative|
Prayer Group

AA
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Chapel Window
|Is Damaged
In Breakin

The AConfirmationo windo
of our St. Martin of Tours Chapel (shown at

the left after being boarded up) was severely
damaged during a break late in October.

Hartford Police were quick to respond as
several other churches in the city wdaroken

into around the same period of time.

Fr. Max indicated that nothing was stolen, and
it is certain that the intruder did not get into
the sacristy or Parish Hall. However, the
person apparently spent the night sleeping in
the church as cushionseve found strewn
about the floor of the church.

The broken window panel is being
safeguarded in the Rect
repair arrangements. As the photo below
attests, several pieces of glass were destroyed,

the metal frame bent, and the lead betwihe

~ panels twisted out of shape.
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Memo to the Stewards of Grace

By CHARLESF. J.MORSE
(An address @livered athe Masses orsunday, Novembes, 2011)

Can you imagine anything as small as this Anglo Catholic church able to do
anything more than it does now?

It stands as a bastion of its faith, through the Mass, the liturgy, the
historic dedication of prayerand the passion, commitmerand
energy of . Maxwell, our rectord a remarkable cornerstone of the
EpiscopaDioceseof Connecticut.

One of the oldest places of worship in Hamd, it was consecrated on November
11, 1868. Early in the ministry of its third rector, it became Anglo Cathohic
choice made theéd a cloice whch has brought each of us here.

Count Some d the Thanksgivings.

Grace feeds hundreds of its needy neighldor@04 families two weeks ago and
almost every weeld from its well-stocked pantryserves its own members and
guests . . . sumptuougbptiuck. . . elegantly diverse.

Music is a special §fi offered by a joyful balance of 12 volunteers,
and a master musicia@d organst and maestro of the motet, the
hymnal great masses of tl&hurch, and grand epa.

It is marking its 1% year as host of the Parkville Classicals, an immensely popular
introduction to this cultural outpost of some of the best choral and instrumental
ensembles of New England and New Y,ofkom Yale, Hatt, University of
Connectictk é t he Renai s @ a&m@che Eindéenlsteing Buartehege

in this acoustical gem a fortnight ago, is now rehearsing for a debut at Carnegie
Hall.

But There isSo Much More.

The Great Litany will be chanted in Advent and Lent, the Passion sung on Good
Friday, Lessons an@arols by candlelight lead us to Christmas, Stations of the
Cross to Easter, and, according to the informative stewardship brochure sent to
you, this 1s all made possible by just
princely, coalblack, standard podel with eyes of polished licorice.
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It is fall now. The lovingly tendedflowerbedsringing the church
reflect the memories of those lying beneath and the work of caring,
nurturing hands. It is the time to celebrate All Saints, All Angels, all
Souls, all ;ewards . . . all of us.

Some things are best done quiétlihe laying on of hands, quiet days in Hartford,
retreats on the Hudson at Holy Cross, visits to hospitals, especially Avery Heights
where an elegant and gracious former first lady of Graceirelses 108th year.

| commend to you that small book of requested prayers located close
to the bank of votives near the shrine of Mary, Mary, full of grace.
Read a few pages in silence, read the heartbeat of this church.

There is also a special stirringday, the snow is going, the lights and heat are
returning; another anniversary is welcom@i13 years of dedicated, vibrant,
churchmanship) We celebrate the saints, holy women and men, and renew our
commitment

Look to the altar! The Reserved Sacramt, the polished silver and
brass, the immaculate linens folded, always fresh floweihe
number of stewards of the Mass, the incense risibgacons, sub
deacons, crucifers, vergerthurifer, acolytes revered titles
surrounding the celebrant, to thery of God.

Think of the planning, the cooking, the cleaning, the counting, the maintaining, the
caring, the polishing, arranging, serving, loving, rehearsing, auditing, listening
with open minds, hearing, responding to needs, gathering toys for ngigbbdo
children at Christmas; the assurance of a comfortable and gracious rectory,
greeting the desires and welfare of this vibrant, remarkable family, standing and
kneeling together on this historic corner of good will and good works.

Grace atlts Best,Yet Always Ready to doMore.

We are blessed by our rector and clergg t i r e d ; bl essed by S
used almost daily in marking lesser feasts and fasts, celebrating holy women and
men. We are especially blessed by those called wardens; thaséavie offered

their talents, their compassions, their tireless concern foranetl performance,
efficiency and comfort; making Grace a very, vplgasant encounter.

Needs? We need to growVe need to do more of whatewdo so
well and we need to relsstically support hopes, faith, dreamsur
prayers and decisiortbat make it work. And, we could use another
bass in the choir.
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On Decembep5, 1981, these words by Howard Thurman appeared on the cover of
our simple, lovely Christmas program entitkd he Wor k af Chri st m

When the song of the angels is stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

Whenthe king and princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.

Sounds like something Graenight generously reach forl think it already has
once again.

And, there is one more sound heandl @reasured in the quietness of

this lovely place, the words of John at the end of every early Mass of

Sunday and days of the week, seldom heard any longer in other
churches of our faith in this countryfin the beginning was the

Word, and theWord was vith God, and theNord was God 0 It

ends: 1nAnd we beheld His gl ®onogfthe as of t
Father, fullofgracen d t r ut h. 0

Thanks be to Gad Thanks beto GraceThanks be to 1 ts r ema
all of us.
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