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DEAR
FRIENDS

By The Rev. RICHARD A. MAXWELL
Rector

It feels like | just returned from my sabbatical and heeeare preparing for Advent
.. .. amazing! You'll be able to read a little more aloytsabbatical elsewhere in
this newsletter, but | want to add a few words of thanks: he

Thanks to the vestry and parish for making it possible fortonéake a
sabbatical,

Thanks to all the priests who helped out so willingly and while | was
away;

And an especial thank you to our senior warden, Tom Philipg kept
everything running so smoothly that my return to the&eefivas astoundingly
easy.

Thank you all!

My sabbatical was all that | hoped it would be: restfihewing, and
revitalizing. Needless to say, | spent a fair amountinoé thinking
about our parish. And while | felt the action of the H@&pirit
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throughout my time away, | began to feel some particngguiration in
regard to Grace.

| spent some time mulling over a book callétristianity for the Rest of Uby
Diana Butler Bass, which | recommend to you all. Thbetide of the book may
give you a clue to why | found the book so interestindgow the Neighborhood
Church Is Transforming the Faith

In the book, Butler Bass looks closely at several thrivimgin-line"
churches to determine why they're doing so well. Addr and
thought about Grace, | began to wonder if our parish migltt ba its
strengths and become a spiritual center of sorts, a foptayker, a
place where Christians are formed in their faith. dndered if this
might be where the Holy Spirit is leading us.

And when | returned from my sabbatical, several wondérings began to happen:
“Into the Silence," the contemplative prayer group the¢tsiat Grace on Tuesday
evenings, asked if they could begin meeting every westead of every other
week; the rector of St. John's in West Hartford calledsked if Grace would like
to co-sponsor two quiet days, one led by Barbara Crafton anceatedhby Martin
Smith; and the coordinator of "Into the Silence" offered tganize a day-long
introduction to centering prayer to be held at Grace.

| truly think that the Holy Spirit is at work in all dhis. But we always
need to test the spirits . . . which brings me to Advehtlvent is a
season of expectant waiting and preparation for the comi@radt. |

am hoping that as part of your Advent preparations, as ofaygu as
possible will attend a quiet day, try out an evening of exoptative
prayer, and participate in the centering prayer workshogt us join
together in discerning what the Holy Spirit has in mimdus . . . it's
certain to be wonderful!
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FINANCIAL
CORNER

By ELAINE PHILLIPS
Treasurer

As usual, as the year nears its close, we who hauatealred to spend our leisure
hours thinking about church finances begin planning ewatdship campaign” to
raise money for next year. Fortunately, we have founthesne—Mark
Lacedonia—who has consented to head up our yearly stewardshiaign, so |,
at least, don't have to think about it so much. ThankskMa

However, | do have to think about how to end this year wotines
money in our Operating Fund checking account. | am psefty that
we will end the year with our Operating Fund expendessé are the
expenses that your pledges pay) well under budget. | bdlt our
income for 2010 will be slightly above our budget. So why worry?
Well, our budget for 2010 is still a deficit budget, and thotlgh
deficit may be smaller than expected, it will still bany thousands of
dollars.



The Vestry has voted to withdraw money from our investenentover the deficit.
We have put this off as long as we could, but it must be.dowithdrew $20,000
in September and will make another, smaller, withdraw&gtober. (At the time |
write this, the amount is undetermined.)

This is not especially good news, but we knew we would reeathke
a withdrawal this year. Because of the generosity bpatshioners,
we have been able to delay large withdrawals for two yehen our
investments were badly reduced. We are coming throwgfindncial
crisis in better shape than many other parishes, withstaif and
programs intact and our diocesan obligations fulfilled.

Our thanks to everyone who has made this possible, incltlinsg who contribute
now and those who have loved Grace Church enough to leaveyno us in the
past. We are trying hard to keep Grace glowing and grofeinthose who come
after us.

Devastating Floods Prompt Response

Grace Vestry Helps Couple in Need

Kazimierz Dolny is a village in western Poland, aboutat-hour drive from the
university city of Lublin, that is known for its medievaahd renaissance architecture
and family farms producing wheat, corn, other grains,\aggtables. It is also the
place where this spring’s unusually strong and relesittains produced incredible
flooding and destroyed between 20,000 and 30,000 farms.

One of the farmers affected by the overflowing Vistul&eR that

wends through the area was Januscz Kubik and his wifetBa The
flooding started in May when waters rose almost up to the @f

their home and barn. When Paul Kline arrived in Polandune, it
was still cold and rainy. Two more waves of flooding ensaed,
now the water was over the roof tops. It destroyed theiads), farm
equipment, cars, tools, and finally both the house and time Bhey
lost everything. Even today, the area is a morass ofagkan
buildings, debris, and, most importantly, polluted land that take a
generation or more to restore.



As the waters receded, you can see the crops
ruined from the flood.

b ber 1 sh how hiah th _"rthn' I Below, number 1 shows how high the
}?‘ o&/e,Nnung er2 hs ows h ow thlg tte waters l];tostiﬂtligl 2 initial flood rose. After the third wave of
0od. Number 2 shows where the walers rose aie wave the flood, the entire roof was covered by

of the flood. water.




Januscz and Danuta fled the farm to their son’s homeulitin. They have no
skills, other than farming, and have been unable to fiedningful work. Their
land, once productive, can no longer support farming operaaoisit is in an area
so large, and now so desolate, that no one wants it.

These people have been close to Paul ever since heanedtiring

his days, in 1979, when he studied at Catholic Universitiublin,
then the only free university in Poland during the ComistluEra. It
was at Catholic University that Paul took a seminah v@ardinal
Karol J6zef Wojty a, who would later become Pope John Paul II.
Paul returned to Poland in 1981 as a Fulbright Scholar tithes at
Jagiellonian University in Krakow. In December, marteaw was
declared, and Januscz and Danuta helped look after him aedtpbt
him from the authorities. He has maintained contatht Wiem ever
since, often visiting them during his many trips to Rdla

Fr. Max joined Paul in Poland later in June. Togetley visited the area of
damage and destruction. “There were horrible mosquitoes tiemvater,” Paul
recalled. “All of Warsaw was sprayed but none of the fiamd.”

With no significant help from the Polish government, dading
devastating loss, Paul's friends needed help. Pauédlsdme other
friends and made their plight known to the Senior Warden, Tom
Phillips, and the vestry of Grace Church. With Frx\va sabbatical
and the Rector’s Discretionary Fund under Tom'’s contral] 8sked

if anything could be done to help these people. Tom convemred th
vestry, obtained permission to make a gift from the Disnraty
Fund, and helped obtain support from members of the vestry for
additional voluntary contributions. Paul transported thiéiirig cash,
when he went to Poland in early June. Other friendse haso
contributed, one being a friend fluent in 7 languages vsha well
recognized translator in Warsaw for a British law firm.

Paul is grateful for all this support. He was lucky teemthese people and have
their help and protection when he needed it. They weley Ito find help when
they needed it from the little church at the corner cdd® Street and New Park
Avenue in Hartford. Who could have guessed that thesaihhkely worlds would
have ever come together?



The Letter’s in the Mall
Stewardship Campaign

By ED KLEMONSKI

Mark Lacedonia has agreed to serve as chair of thissyparish stewardship drive.
He plans to get a letter out early in November requestisigmembers of the Grace
Church family give prayerful consideration to their pledgethe coming calendar
year and to reflect on how best to contribute not only monewlba their time and

talent to Grace Church.

Don’t be afraid to pledge. Remember, pledges are not etctstane.
Circumstances change. Some people may enjoy a windfall or
substantial increase in wealth during the year, andretmay see a
decline. Your pledge is not a legally enforceable conaadtcan be
changed—up or down—to reflect the changes in your circugesan
Simply notify the Parish Treasurer of a change, andaslhehow the
updated amount on the quarterly statements that trackdgmations

for tax purposes.

However, pledge amounts are critical information to thestieand are used in
adopting a budget, planning extraordinary expenditures, aetvwose meeting the
secular needs of the parish. This is especially trubd current economic climate
where government indices have indicated an end to tlessen but few of us have
seen anything justifying such conclusion. Also, bee gartell your attorney when
you update your will or estate plan that you want your papersistruct your
executor or trustee to fulfill your pledge to the chumtierwise he or she will be
legally unable to do so.

So, look for Mark’s letter in your mailbox. Don’t put it asid&ive it
thoughtful consideration. Perhaps this is the year yay wish to
embrace a new ministry within the church, or to volent® lead a
Thursday gathering, or to run for church office, or to devwwhe and
effort to the Parish Pantry. And, let the Vestry knawryplans and
how much money you expect to contribute during the comirg. ye
Mark will tell you how to do this. The Vestry needs torikeam you
for it to make reasonable, thoughtful, and proper plans foparish
for the coming year.



Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.

Symbols & Symbolisms at Grace

Paul Kline will be leading a program on four Thursdg
evenings at 7:00 p.m. in October and November to exp
many of the symbols and symbolisms found throug
Grace Church.

October 28 — We start to explore the painted ¢
stained glass windows throughout the churclgss
including Our Lady of Walsingham (shown at righ{é i
We uncover the meaning of many individu
elements within a window so that we can more f

understand the saint or individual that is portrayeq

November 4 — We finish exploring the painted a
stained glass windows throughout the church.

November 11 - We explore the many symbols t
can be found throughout the church, such as @
Crosses (some of which are shown below). WJEk$>
also look at how a symbol may have many differ
variations, and what it may mean.

November 18 — We focus on the physical Jis
spatial elements of the church. Understanding some
of the elements may increase our awareness of aspexiswbrship and our

liturgy.
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Be Still and Know
That1 Am God

--- Psalm 46:10

An Introduction to
(entering
Prayer

Nov. 13, 9:30 am - 2:30 pm

Arrival & Registration 9:00 - 9:30 am

at Grace Episcopal Church
55 New Park Ave. Hartford, CT

Presented by Bruce Gardiner

Under the auspices of Contemplative Cutreach Ltd

Learn the basics of the Centering Prayer method

Gain appreciation for the theological background

and the “fruits” of Centering Prayer

Learn how Centering Prayer complements other forms of
prayer

. & & & B

Suggested Donation $10
Please bring a bag lunch; coffee and refreshments provided.
For further information or to register, contact Bruce Gardiner at
518-929-6461 or email: brucegardiner@yahoo.com




Thursdays During Advent

“Watch for Light” Program

During Advent the Thursday night gatherings will cahsif discussions based upon
a book entitledNVatch for the Light, Readings for Advent and Christmisosts
$10 and is available from the Rector.

The book is an anthology—from Thomas Aquinas to Gustavo
Gutierrez, Meister Eckhart to Annie Dillard, John DortneSylvia
Plath, Martin Luther to Eberhard Arnold. It offers wisddmeauty,
and spiritual nourishment from a wide spectrum of classid
contemporary writers.  There is a selection for eway from the
beginning of Advent to EpiphanyWatch for the Lightan be opened

at leisure or followed as a guide to daily devotions. Eithay, its
reflections on the true meaning of the season offerwadimension

to the phrase "holiday preparations.”

Each gathering starts at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Hdkss is offered at 5:30 p.m.
in the St. Martin Chapel. Attendees are welcome toghairbrown bag supper to
enjoy prior to the gathering or join those trekking to Linafter Mass for a quick
supper out.

Remembering the Deceased

Please bring in photos of your loved ones who have gone afibag.
will be put on the altar in St. Martin’s Chapel for bott 3aints’ Day
and All Souls’ Day services. If you would like to have elesed loved
ones remembered at the Masses on these days, alsoHemveatnes
on the sheet in Nason Hall.
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Services of the Season

Monday, Nov. 1, 2010 — All Saints’ Day
Low Mass with hymns at 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 2 — All Souls Day
Requiem Mass with the choir at 6:00 p.m.
followed by Potluck Supper.

ALL SAINTS DAY

Sunday, Nov. 14 — Feast of St. Martin of Tours
Transferred from Nov. 11. This is the 1% anniversary of the dedication,
on Nov. 11, 1868, of Grace Episcopal Church.

Thursday, Nov. 25 — Thanksgiving Day
Low Mass in the Church at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, Nov. 28 — First Sunday in Advent =ry.
The church year begins anew. Lectionary Year ; ¥

Sunday, Dec. 5 — Lessons and Carols
This annual seasonal service starts at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 19, 2010 — Visitation of Bishop Dosgla
Bishop lan Douglas makes his first visit to Grace EpisicGbarch.
He will preach at both Masses and visit with the Vesluying its
normal monthly meeting.

Friday, Dec. 24 — Midnight Mass
Music of the season at 10:30 p.m. followed by
Midnight Mass starting at 11:00 p.m. with full
choir and special music featuring Victoria's
Missa“O magnum mysteriuim.

Saturday, Dec. 25 — Christmas Day
Low Mass with hymns at 10:00 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 26 — Feast of St. Stephen
Deacon Gary Mongillo preaches at both Masses.
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A Quiet Day with
The Rev. Barbara Crafton

Saturday, November 6, 2010

8:30 a.m. — 1 p.m. (lunch served)

St. John's Episcopal Church

679 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford, CT 06119
$15 -- Reservations: office@sjparish.net or 86023-5201
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Advent and Christmas

Music of the Season

By KYLE SWANN
Choirmaster and Organist

| am very excited about the music that will fill GraCburch during the Advent and
Christmas seasons. In addition to our normal Solemn Higgskk that are sung by
the Grace Ritual Choir each and every Sunday, wehaile both the Festival of

Advent Lessons and Carols (sung by the Festival Chad)Bashop lan Douglas's

first visit to the Parish—which will include the chof&Velcome to the Bishop.”

Lessons and Carols

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is fashioned aftesgéhece conducted at and
made famous by King's Chapel. The lessons trace thedtarankind's fall in the
Garden of Eden and culminate with the gospel account umdpttie great mystery
of the Incarnation. Each lesson is accompanied by cauotg lsy the choir, and
there are seasonal hymns as well. Lasting about anthewservice concludes with
the great hymn of expectation “Lo! he comes with cloudsealeting,” and is
followed by a reception.

Midnight Mass

The Mass of the Nativity (“Midnight” Mass) will feater a few new pieces. Central
to the musical offerings will be Victorialklissa“O magnum mysteriufhwhich
shares some similarities to the well-known motet “O magmysterium” by Tomas
Luis de Vittoria. The VictoridMasshas elements of the imitative Renaissance style,
as well as more chordal homophonic structures that wereieg prevalent as the
result of the Church's distaste for highly melismatigsic. It is for four-voicea
capella choir, and is rather brief in duration when compared to sointke other
settings we've used over the years.

One feature that especially interests me is theotis®pranodivisi in
the Agnus Dei. The soprano section, divided into equal,psirtgs a
canon—essentially a round. Although the repetition ibaten, the use
of canon is virtually undetectable to the listener bezafsVictoria's
mastery of florid melodic technique.
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We will also be singing, probably for the first time ataGe, two carols by the
American composer William Billings. A tanner by tradedavirtually self-taught,
Billings is considered by many to be the father of Amaerioausic. He is most
remembered as the composer of the Revolutionary War anti@raster.”

Particularly stirring is the “Shepherd's Carol,” onelad two that we will sing. It's
ripe with language of Colonial America that now seemsngualmost laughably so!
“The master of the inn refused a more commodious placel”asna result is
described as being “of savage mould, and destitute of gratdrust that the
addition of these pieces to our repertory will be appreciated,wall contribute

meaningfully to the Christmas liturgy.

As is our custom, the Midnight Mass will be preceded byharts
prelude of carols for choir and congregation. Following thet-pos
Communion “Silent night,” and the recession of therafiarty and
choir, all are most heartily invited to share in thei@haster's eggnog
in Nason Hall.

Saturday, Dec. 18, 2010
Grace “Elves” Carry Out Toy Ministry

By ED KLEMONSKI

It wouldn't be Christmas without toys for youngsters, amel Grace Church Toy
Ministry, headed by Barbara Rezner and her team of “e(liegally, as they dress
up as elves on distribution day) help make it happen fortitdren of the families
served by our Parish Pantry.

Barbara shops all year long. “Black Friday,”
the day after Thanksgiving, she is usually
joined by her husband John and daughter
Katey as they prowl local stores picking up
clothing, toys, and books for children ranging
in age from infancy to 18 years. They expect
to have multiple gifts for 300 to 350 children,
each tagged for a particular child and based
upon that child’s “wish list” submitted earlier
by a parent.

(Continued on Page 18)
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(Continued from Page 15)

The bounteous array of gifts usually fills the pewsha sanctuary. This year
distribution day is Saturday, December 18, 2010, starting ata900 Barbara and
her team don their antlers and other elf-like garb, puClamstmas music, and set
out cookies, apples, and cider in Nason Hall where the kipatiemtly wait their
turn. It usually takes 3 hours to process the distribution.

Barbara hopes that Tori Burns, Ann Witt, Betsy Rose, sorde of
Barbara’s co-workers from The Hartford Insurance Companybeil
able to help with the shopping and distribution again as tiaeg in
the past. Others are welcome to assist. She partycokeds more
shoppers this year.

The gifts are not wrapped, so the children and their pacamt see what each child
IS receiving. If the selection is not right, or not sistent with the child’s request, it
goes back into inventory and another gift is usually chdsethat child. Misses,
and near misses, are rare, however. And, each chi¥dreweive several gifts
depending upon the cost of what's requested.

Although toys and clothing items are usually bought ia fall,
Barbara collects books all year long and brings them to thek B
Nook in Niantic where she gives them up for credit and tise credit
to buy used children’s books for the annual Christmas disitibu
Children requesting books are special favorites of Barbarsse'll
frequently give a child asking for a single book more than on

The budget for this ministry remains the same it has lier the past 15 to 20 years,
$10 per child, Barbara says. The event is supported by donfiionthe members
of the Grace Parish and St. John’s West Hartford, andcaysibuted by Trinity
Wethersfield and the local Panera Bread shops. The supportPanera’s is
particularly welcome, Barbara says. Last year, Papersonnel collected toys in
each of their stores, delivered them to Grace Churah,hatped put them in the
pews.

Often, toys and other items are left over and stored enctiurch

basement for the following year. Not so, this year. bBeax lamented,
“We're in dire straits this year. Nothing is left ovieom last year.”
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This puts additional pressure on the cadre of shoppers. kgotto

help, call Barbara at 860-663-0852.
Contributions may be made payable to “Grace Episcopal Charghinailed to the
church office or dropped in the collection plate on Sundayst ke sure to mark
“Toy Ministry” on the memo section of the check. Andyolu want, come around
on Dec. 18 and see a lot of happy kids.

Parkville Classicals

Seeking Angels-of-Music
And Angels-of-Building-Community

By BETSY CHICARES

For over 10 years, Grace has hosted some of the best alasssicians in the
Northeast thanks to the volunteer support and financiabgid small group of
angels. Won't you be an "angel" and help us to continsdtiiding of community?

The classical music is superb. The church's acowst®ms you to hear
even the softest passages. And then you get to climthgitmusicians
"backstage" at a reception with the performers.

What a great way to encourage others to join us in Rlarlatiour church. Please

use the enclosed envelope to contribute, or contact me'd like to volunteer to
help with our Parkville Classicals music series.
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Food for Thought

The Mystery of Our Dalily Bread

By ELIZABETH MACKIERNAN MIEL

Give us this day our daily breadVe say this every day—many times a day if we
pray the daily office or the rosary. It
seems the simplest petition of the
Lord’s Prayer, less abstract than most
of the rest of that rich text that Jesus
taught his followers to pray. And yet
it contains a strange mystery. There
IS no agreement among scholars as to
how the original Greek sentence
should be translated.

ton arton hémaon ton epiousion
dos hémin sémeron

“Our bread—thedpiousion
bread—qgive us today”
Mt. 6:11

What kind of bread are we asking
for? The Greek wordepiousionis
usually translated “daily” but, in fact,
no one knows whag¢piousionmeans.

It is a hapax legomengna unique
occurrence, a word that appears only
in this prayer (recorded in Matthew
and Luke and some early texts) but

nowhere else in Greek literature, classical or eadéisal.

Origen, the greatest biblical and Greek and Semitic actulthe &'
century, was baffled by it. He decided the Gospel writatsihvented
this word and it remained a mystery. Origen thought hlest
interpretation for the word was to consider it derived fiepn(“of,
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beyond, over”) anausia(“being”). “Give us today the bread of our
being” or “Give us today our essential bread.”
Origen and many other later scholars also considered téitibsthat epiousion
is derived from the Greek verb “to come” and is a coined welatad to other
words meaning “future” or “next.” The translation theight then be
“Give us ournext-ishbread today” or “Give us today bread for tomorrow” or
possibly “Give us today the bread of the age to come.”

When Jerome published his great Latin vulgate translati the Bible
(400 AD) he renderedpiousionin Luke asquotidianum‘quotidian or
daily” but in Matthew he translated it as “supersubsiterh’—
“super substantial” or “super essential.”

panem nostruraupersubstantialem da nobis hodie
“Give us today our SUPERSUBSTANTIAL bread”

Scholars have tried to find a Hebrew or Aramaic term foickvepiousionmight

be an equivalent, but they do not agree on a solution. r Bagemaic (Syriac)
versions of the Gospels have used the term meaningssege “for our needs”
and an older Syriac text usasiina“continual, perpetual, constant.”

“Give us today our necessary bread”
“Give us today our perpetual bread”

All of these possibilities taken together weave a ricttiute of varied meaning
around the mysterious Greek sentence. What kind of breagleapraying for?

Our Dally food - If we concentrate on the daily-ness or the “necgssar
bread” of the petition we are reminded of the manna invilterness which
fed the starving children of Israel and which had to dereaach day, not
saved and hoarded. We can pray that God will give us foodumtenance
day by day, enough for today or for tomorrow, like the discipledbe early
church or the mendicant friars who went out carryingoase or supplies
trusting that God'’s care is renewed each day.
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The Coming of the Kingdom- If we are asking for the bread of “the age
to come” we are looking forward and inward to the Kingdom of Glogl,
heavenly banquet which is both present and not yet here.

The Eucharist - Jesus said “I am the bread of life, whoever comes to me
will never hunger.” (John 6:35) “l am the living breatiieh came down
from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forewed the bread that |
will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” (Jolh51) At the last supper
he broke the bread and said: “This is my body.” Jerome femnrirgy to the
supersubstantial bread, reminds us of the bread of the aiciaich is
transformed into the Real Presence of Christ, beyondutb&tace and the
accidents of ordinary bread.

The Bread which is Broken- Jesus himself is the Bread of Heaven. He
was born in Beth-Lehem (“House of Bread”) and laid in agea (an eating
trough). He was known to be alive after his death bydikeiples at
Emmaus by “the breaking of the bread.” Jesus broke ordimaag on the
hillside and multiplied the loaves to feed the thousantisthe breaking of
his body Jesus became the savior of the world.

If we focus on the word “daily” in the prayer we usualynk of a measured
portion, just enough for today or tomorrow, a limited amoune fystery of the
broken bread is that the ordinary food opens up into infinity lmewbmes the
perpetual bread, the unlimited portion, the “much-more-#raugh” that Jesus
kept offering his disciples. Every time we break our “bre@d”all its many
meanings) to share with others we encounter this myysfethe bread that does
not fail. At the moment when the consecrated bread is brakmass we hear the
words. “Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed f®” and we respond
“Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.”
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Provocative Sermon

What is Mercy?

Fr. Maxwell delivered a sermon on Sunday, October 10, 20k pas the Gospel story of the
10 lepers who Jesus encounters somewhere on the botdeemheSamaria and Galilee. He
pointed out that biblical scholars and medical scientigiree that leprosy, or Hansen’s disease,
almost certainly did not exist in ancient Israel analt tthe Biblical reference likely is probably
not to a deadly, highly contagious malady but instead $ongetthat makes individuals and
communities “dirty” or unclean, a moral contagion. tHen went on to discuss mercy in terms
that one parishioner has described as “the best disnusisinercy | have ever heard.” Here is an
excerpt from that sermon, reprinted here for those why have missed hearing it in person.

The setting for today’s Gospel story is a border, the
boundary between Galilee and Samaria. Jesus is
walking in the place between “clean” Israel and

“‘unclean” Samaria. What a potent image!
that exactly where Jesus always is: on the border
between what is accepted and what is unaccepted?
And what happens? Ten lepers encounter Jesus.
They call out asking for mercy.

Now mercy, in the ancient

Mediterranean world, is a rather
specific thing, somewhat different

from what we think of as mercy today.
For us, to show mercy probably means
something like showing compassion or
pity to someone in our power, or at

least to someone weaker than we are.

But, in Palestine at the time of Jesus, to ask somewnadrcy is not so much to
ask for compassion or pity, as to ask a person to fulfill hiseorobligations—in
other words, to ask for mercy is to ask someone to do what $leeoshould do.
Essentially, the ten people in the Gospel of Luke are g@sldnus to give them what

he owes them! Wait—how’s that again?

Remember the ten lepers may not be people with actual yegoot

people whose borders have somehow been breached and who now are
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considered unclean. Their presence in a community tdmeathe
community with pollution. Their presence pierces the berdérthat
community, and they must be expelled, as the foreign svivere
expelled in the time of Ezra, to protect the holiness efcthmmunity.
And so, these ten people are excluded from the communitynaoxt,
importantly, from common worship. They must remain outsidénat
such people need is restoration to the holy community. Agdre
who can provide such restoration should indeed provide it.

In calling upon Jesus for mercy, the ten people in todstgsy are recognizing
Jesus’ ability to make them clean again. Their aall rhercy is, in a way, a
recognition of Jesus’ identity. They call upon Jesus twldat they expect he can
do, to do what he is obligated to do if he is capable of it—to Ithniwgn back within
the boundaries of the holy community.

Jesus the healer is constantly challenging existiogndaries and
pushing them outward. Think of all the stories of Jesashing out to
and welcoming outcasts—sinners, prostitutes, the blind, lahes,
lepers. They are all welcome within the boundaries ef lily
community that Jesus is forming. Healing, in an ingoarsense of the
word, means restoring meaning to life. And that's wlesus does for
the people he heals, for the people he welcomes into his watgm
He restores meaning to their lives.

Now, there’s a fairly obvious direction | could go from hemh this sermon: |
could talk about how Jesus walks on the borders of society, appr@amitcasts,
offering to restore meaning to their lives, welcomingnthinto the holy community.
And | could ask us to reflect, as Jesus’ representatimesarth, as the Body of
Christ, on how well we follow Christ's example, on how et welcome outcasts
into our community and heal them. But ya know what? nwhgonna go there.
Because as a parish and as individuals | know that weatd/to do this. Oh sure,
there’s room for improvement—isn'’t there always? Bubynaf us ARE trying to
do what we can. So, if I'm not going to hector you to do nam to do it better,
what AM | going to tell you?

Well, let’s look into our own hearts. I've talked a lot abbotders and
boundaries, but | haven't talked about the divisions, the boesdaf
you will, in our own hearts. We all have them don’'t wé% all have
cordoned off some small pocket of our soul that we consider ingoure
unclean. Oh yes, most of our life may be in order, oulssEasentially

24



healthy, but even so, we all have some dark little spiricorner that
we’d rather not have a bright light shined on.

| expect that we all have some little piece of oursetihias we try to
shun, to cast out, to keep the rest of our interior world aoty pure.
We all have little outcasts within us. This is wadesus walks. This
IS where we can be certain to encounter our Lord and Sawédking
along the interior borders of our souls. Can we find theagmuto call
out from the darkness? Can we bring ourselves to cryrount that
impure, unclean place asking for mercy? He's thegt there, right
on the border offering healing and restoration, offering/lusleness.

Earlier | mentioned that it's dangerous to pierce bordérss, but remember, with
Christ everything gets turned upside down. Allowing ddeupierce the divisions in
our souls does not allow the sinful and unclean to enteRither, allowing Jesus
to pierce the divisions in our souls allows a holy transédion to begin. When
Jesus pierces a boundary he brings healing to the darkRegher than fearfully
guarding a walled-off homeland in our souls, Jesus is nglitte borders, healing
and forgiving more and more, pushing out our borders, includmg and more of
us into the holy community, uniting us spiritually andkimg us whole.

Do not be frightened of those dark corners in your soulsl oOafor
mercy. Jesus will cross over. He will provide healldg.will provide
MEANING to your lives. And, when you feel the healitmuch of
Christ, may you be like the single Samaritan in todajosy. May you
return to Jesus in gratitude, praising God. Amen.
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The Sabbatical Story

Holy Spirit “Very Active”

“The single best thing out of the [sabbatical] experiewes spiritual,” the Rev.
Richard A. Maxwell revealed over lunch at Angelo’s onitMeecently. “It was

restful, rejuvenating, and reassuring,” he saidgaite him a chance to live “in the
now” and not be occupied with thoughts, plans, and concernthdofuture or

burdened with events of the past. “It was a very good’time

Not everyone gets to enjoy a sabbatical—a time away frors one
usual career or profession. College professors are oftariegr a
leave of absence with pay, usually every seventh yearfravel,
research, or rest. Episcopal priests also are grantedtisalshaand
this was Fr. Max’s first. Combined with some vacatioret Fr. Max
was away from the parish for about four months—May, Juualg, J
and August.

Did the time go as planned? Not really. He did get td kis sisters, one in
Michigan and one in California. He did get to take piassdas, but, lacking the
time to practice, the experience was not fulfilling.céurse in conflict mediation—
5 days, 8 hours per day—was “very good” but much more intbasee expected.

Mainly, he said, it was the people, simply seeing peopleReiand,
in Michigan, in California, in Stone Ridge, NY, in Rauth, MA, in
Provincetown, MA. The trip to Poland was unplanned but camoeit
when Paul Kline received an art commission, had to spameé $me
there, and urged Max to come along. Also unplanned wasra fo
Brattleboro, VT, where Max baptized Liz Wilkins McKee’swieorn
son Patrick.

A big success was his taking a 10-week drawing classhagri8ine Guild Art

Center in New Canaan, CT. He loved it so much that hew doing a course
there on Mondays, his day off. He found the training “gcarati “high level.” Fr.
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Max recently brought samples of his drawings to a Thurstlaping gathering, two
of which are at the end of this article.

Lyndon, the rectory cat, and Cosmo, the rectory puppy, wagpyhto
see him return. Lyndon stayed at the rectory the while, but
Cosmo went to “summer camp” by staying with friends & ¢buntry
while Max and Paul were in Poland. He stayed home Rathl while
Max visited his sisters in Michigan and California lugnt with them
on the trips elsewhere.

And, what about that ambitious reading list he announcedaiyn he would tackle
while away from the parish? It was 17 books long and growldg.didn’t reveal
how many he actually got through but mentioned being wenqyressed with
Christianity for the Rest of Us—How the Neighborhood Church is Transfgritne

Faith by Diana Butler Bass. In it, the author studiesaadful of main line

Protestant denominations around the country and how thegedpmg to create a
renaissance of the faith. “We need a renaissaneeaté&race,” he said.

Fr. Max citied the lineup of clergy filling in for himuring his absence
as one of the ways the Holy Spirit was at work duringshisbatical.
Few are aware that the original priest scheduled to pronad of the
coverage had to withdraw for medical reasons at the lastenbut a
combination of factors just came together to make it @pba. “Tom
Phillips [as senior warden] did a fabulous job,” he saidjidsall the
clergy covering the parish and the warm welcome akdavihe Reuv.
Lesley Hay, the first woman priest to say masses adgudt Grace.

He sees the Holy Spirit continuing to be very activaatwities this fall. Citing the

contemplative prayer group, the stewardship campaign, dbé drive, the toy
ministry, the request to co-sponsor quiet days, he is
upbeat about the future and glad to be back.

“Renaissance “Seated
Man” Nude”
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SENIORWARDEN'S
CORNER

By THOMAS A. PHILLIPS
Senior Warden

Odds and Ends

Well, it's now fall, and the leaves are beautiful tgsar. Out here in Hebron, USA,
we are bedding down the garden for the winter, cuttingsatitting wood for the
fireplace for the coming winter, and, of course, rakimyds. And, with the Rector
back, things are humming along at Grace, and | am ncelothg Ecclesiastical
Authority! Whew!

Looking back a bit, the Mass of Celebration of the BlesseditVir
Mary on August 15 was a beautiful service. Fr. DiNotoadgplendid
job, ably assisted by Fr. Carroon and our corps of acolytese Th
picnic that followed was also a great success thankseteftorts of
Doug Bowman, Paul Bisaillon and many others. A fitimogclusion

to summer.

The Rector and | met soon after he returned to discuss/éms during his absence
and, when we were done discussing the details, he askedhat my overall
impression was of the Church from my experience duriesgibsence. Now, | was a
busy boy during the four months he was away, and | songefaiidike | had gone
through the looking glass, so to speak, as | had to keep gutingtay in the same
place. The question took me off guard. However, | thoumhafbit and said to
him, “We are very small.” | guess | really meanght knit.” The overall impression
| gained was that every one of us in this communiiyn@ortant, everyone counts,
and everyone contributes. We are one lean mean Anglbokgatmachine.
Whenever | needed help, whoever | asked for assistandee adounsel, whatever,
responded positively. It really is nice to be a part of &@lurch.

Place of Grace

The pantry resumed operations in September, and it is golagy once again. We
serve over 200 Parkville families each week with food.akes a lot of work to
obtain, transport, stock, allocate, and pack the 200 plus bagsdifre hand out
each week. Each Wednesday afternoon we—about eight or steark+—pack
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200 bags of groceries with canned goods, pasta, rice, beasw, aed fruit. Some
of the bags contain extra items for larger families.

On Thursday, the distribution day, the doors open to thetsla 8:30
a.m. and we close up shop at 11:00 a.m. Carol Hilton, Juickd3ten

and a cadre of ten or so volunteers are usually at thecClby 7:30
a.m. to do the final set up. The actual distribution igedl ordered
procedure with some red tape at the outset to verify resadeithin
Parkville, and then we hand out frozen meat such akerhidbags of
potatoes, powdered or ultra pasteurized milk, and some form of
dessert, cake or pie. It's quite an operation.

We can always use volunteers in the pantry. It spiatually rewarding way to
spend a few hours each week. Think about it. Pleasen@in the pantry.

Stewardship
And finally, a word about Stewardship. Mark Lacedonia hasigusly agreed to

lead the Stewardship campaign this fall. You shouldaglhssee a letter from him
concerning our financial situation and our hopes for thergpyrear.

JUNIOR WARDEN'S
CORNER

By BILL PASCUCCI
Junior Warden

It is the Junior Warden’s responsibility to ensure that groperties owned by the
parish, including the Church and Nason Hall on 55 New Padnue and the

Rectory at 42 Rumford Street in West Hartford, are propemdyntained and

operating as intended. This is no easy task since oudiirigslare older. Although
we are a small parish, we face the same type of meahdailures, repairs and
damages as larger parishes. Due to our size and limikdget, we are unable to
retain a maintenance staff. However, through thertsffof Bethany-Anne

Bouchard, our sexton, who keeps the Church and Hall cleioperable, we are
able to serve our many missions.

The Church Property
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We have had a very positive early fall. There havenhmdy a few mechanical
problems that included the dishwasher in Nason Hall. Sumelay morning it began
to spout water over the kitchen floor. Upon investigatior, learned that the
discharge hose had ruptured and it was promptly fixed.

| would like to thank Tom Philips, and others who may hagisted
him, in his promise to make a clean sweep of the basen@dr the
years, we have accumulated a variety if items tlehw longer use or
need. Tom discarded or found a better home for much of tleeedad
items, which allowed us to reclaim several hundred sdeateof new
space.

Celeste Bouchard, the daughter of Bethany Anne, donatetihieeand energy to
scrub the basement floor on her hands and knees. Ceadestgad much of the
years of accumulated filth that was encrusted indabenr Thank you Celeste for all
of your help!

In the last edition of Grace Notes, | related that dnelgn facing New
Park Avenue has fared well due to its diligent crew eegrthumb
volunteers. | also noted that the Memorial Garden hadanetl as
well and hoped that someone would volunteer to maintaimgénden.

As you all know, the Memorial Garden has much improvecdesthat plea for help.
Please thank Mark and Jane Lacedonia for their time diodt spent in the
Memorial Garden over this past month.

What is Next?

We have plans to refinish the wood floor in Nason Hall avéimber. The floors
were thoroughly sanded in 2008. This year we would like tdhtapahe surface to
protect the floors from any deterioration.

Following the removal of the brass hinges on the front dotireo€Church, it became
clear how much the paint on the door had faded. We areimdatanpaint the door
soon. The decorative brass hinges will also be restordetitoariginal luster and
replaced in the near future.
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The Rectory

Over the past eight months, we have been fightingbtitle of the leaks. In
October, a new tub and enclosure was installed followingthmoof plugging
related leaks. As of this date, | am quite certain we this battle. Estimates for
this repair ranged as high as $7,000, including resurfabmditchen ceiling that
was cracked and stained by the failure of the tub. Thegirejas competed for
$3,000.

It is one goal of the Junior Warden to insure that cafplseés are

avoided through a comprehensive program of repair, replacemednt
regular maintenance of all church property. Should yoicenaiome

item that needs attention, please bring it to my atierar drop me a
note at bill@amteccorp.com.

Should any readers wish to be on the Buildings Committepadicipate in a
project, please let me know and we will make good use of gtaumtt

Many thanks to Paul Kline, Jane Lacedonia, Tori Burns,
Cornelia Hamilton, Tom Phillips, Bill Pascucci, Elaine
Phillips, Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel, Fr. Wayne Pokorny,
Betsy Chicares, and Fr. Richard Maxwell for their help
and suggestions with this issue of “Grace Notes.”
Contributions from others are always welcome and may
be sent at any time tdemonskie@aol.com

EDWARD S. KLEMONSKI, Editor.
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Nov-Dec 2010 Issue

55 New Park Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106

www.gracehartford.org
gracehartford@sbcglobal.netf

If you are receiving this newsletter
in error or wish to be taken off the
mailing list, please notify the
Church office.

All concerts are on Saturday evenings in theah. They are free and start
at 7:30 p.m. Seating is limited and on a firshedrasis. A reception in the
Parish Hall to meet the musicians followsheeoncert.
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