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DEAR 
FRIENDS    

 
By The Rev. RICHARD A. MAXWELL 
Rector 
 

It feels like I just returned from my sabbatical and here we are preparing for Advent 
. . . amazing!  You'll be able to read a little more about my sabbatical elsewhere in 
this newsletter, but I want to add a few words of thanks here:   
 

·  Thanks to the vestry and parish for making it possible for me to take a 
sabbatical;  

 
·  Thanks to all the priests who helped out so willingly and well while I was 

away;  
 

·  And an especial thank you to our senior warden, Tom Phillips, who kept 
everything running so smoothly that my return to the office was astoundingly 
easy.   

 
Thank you all! 
 

My sabbatical was all that I hoped it would be:  restful, renewing, and 
revitalizing.  Needless to say, I spent a fair amount of time thinking 
about our parish.  And while I felt the action of the Holy Spirit 
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throughout my time away, I began to feel some particular inspiration in 
regard to Grace.   

 
I spent some time mulling over a book called Christianity for the Rest of Us by 
Diana Butler Bass, which I recommend to you all.  The subtitle of the book may 
give you a clue to why I found the book so interesting - How the Neighborhood 
Church Is Transforming the Faith. 
 

In the book, Butler Bass looks closely at several thriving "main-line" 
churches to determine why they're doing so well.  As I read, and 
thought about Grace, I began to wonder if our parish might build on its 
strengths and become a spiritual center of sorts, a font of prayer, a 
place where Christians are formed in their faith.  I wondered if this 
might be where the Holy Spirit is leading us. 

 
And when I returned from my sabbatical, several wonderful things began to happen:  
"Into the Silence," the contemplative prayer group that meets at Grace on Tuesday 
evenings, asked if they could begin meeting every week instead of every other 
week; the rector of St. John's in West Hartford called as asked if Grace would like 
to co-sponsor two quiet days, one led by Barbara Crafton and another led by Martin 
Smith; and the coordinator of "Into the Silence" offered to organize a day-long 
introduction to centering prayer to be held at Grace. 
 

I truly think that the Holy Spirit is at work in all of this.  But we always 
need to test the spirits . . . which brings me to Advent.  Advent is a 
season of expectant waiting and preparation for the coming of Christ.  I 
am hoping that as part of your Advent preparations, as many of you as 
possible will attend a quiet day, try out an evening of contemplative 
prayer, and participate in the centering prayer workshop.  Let us join 
together in discerning what the Holy Spirit has in mind for us . . . it's 
certain to be wonderful! 
 

  
��������	
������
������

������������������������������
���� ���
���!"������������!��" �

����#��!�#	�����������
���$�%������ ������ �
����#��!����&�$��"	����� �����	 �

����#��!�
�����#�'�����!�
�������� 
�	����
��������������� �
����#��!�(�!�)�&���(!�������&�� 
��������������� �

$�!�(���	
�*����� ������ �
$�!�*&���+������ �������������	������	����

  



3 

CONTENTS 
NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2010 

 
 4 VEST RY HELPS COUPLE IN  NEED 
 7 ST EWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN – THE L ET T ER’ S IN  T HE M AIL   
 8 PRE-A DVENT  THURSDAY N IGHT  GAT HERINGS – SYMBOLS &  SYMBOLISMS  
10 THURSDAY N IGHT  GAT HERINGS DURING A DVENT  – “W AT CH FOR L IGHT ”  PROGRAM 
11 SERVICES OF T HE SEASON – A LL SAINT S T O T HE FEAST  OF ST .  ST EPHEN 
12 A QUIET  DAY AT  ST .  JOHN’ S CHURCH,  WEST  HART FORD 
13 ST .  M ART IN PARISH COAT  DRIVE  
14 MUSIC OF T HE SEASON – A DVENT  AND CHRIST MAS 
15 GRACE CHURCH’ S TOY M IN IST RY  
16 NOVEMBER CALENDAR  
17 DECEMBER CALENDAR  
19 PARKVILLE CLASSICALS 
20 ELIZABET H M ACK IERNAN M IEL :  T HE M YST ERY OF OUR DAILY BREAD 
23 PROVOCAT IVE SERMON:  WHAT  IS M ERCY?  
25 FR.  M AX FOUND HIS SABBAT ICAL VERY SPIRIT UAL  
27 SENIOR WARDEN’ S CORNER/ODDS &  ENDS/PLACE OF GRACE/ST EWARDSHIP 
29 JUNIOR WARDEN’ S CORNER/CHURCH PROPERT Y/WHAT ’ S NEXT /  RECT ORY 
31 CONT RIBUT ORS�

  
�

           FINANCIAL  
            CORNER 

By ELAINE PHILLIPS 
Treasurer 

 
As usual, as the year nears its close, we who have volunteered to spend our leisure 
hours thinking about church finances begin planning a “stewardship campaign” to 
raise money for next year.  Fortunately, we have found someone—Mark 
Lacedonia—who has consented to head up our yearly stewardship campaign, so I, 
at least, don’t have to think about it so much.  Thanks, Mark! 
 

However, I do have to think about how to end this year with some 
money in our Operating Fund checking account. I am pretty sure that 
we will end the year with our Operating Fund expenses (these are the 
expenses that your pledges pay) well under budget.  I believe that our 
income for 2010 will be slightly above our budget.  So why worry?  
Well, our budget for 2010 is still a deficit budget, and though the 
deficit may be smaller than expected, it will still be many thousands of 
dollars.  
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The Vestry has voted to withdraw money from our investments to cover the deficit.  
We have put this off as long as we could, but it must be done. I withdrew $20,000 
in September and will make another, smaller, withdrawal in October. (At the time I 
write this, the amount is undetermined.) 
  

This is not especially good news, but we knew we would need to make 
a withdrawal this year.  Because of the generosity of our parishioners, 
we have been able to delay large withdrawals for two years when our 
investments were badly reduced.  We are coming through the financial 
crisis in better shape than many other parishes, with our staff and 
programs intact and our diocesan obligations fulfilled. 

 
Our thanks to everyone who has made this possible, including those who contribute 
now and those who have loved Grace Church enough to leave money to us in the 
past.  We are trying hard to keep Grace glowing and growing for those who come 
after us. 
 

  
 

Devastating Floods Prompt Response 
 

Grace Vestry Helps Couple in Need 
 

Kazimierz Dolny is a village in western Poland, about a half-hour drive from the 
university city of Lublin, that is known for its medieval and renaissance architecture 
and family farms producing wheat, corn, other grains, and vegetables.  It is also the 
place where this spring’s unusually strong and relentless rains produced incredible 
flooding and destroyed between 20,000 and 30,000 farms. 
 

One of the farmers affected by the overflowing Vistula River that 
wends through the area was Januscz Kubik and his wife Danuta.   The 
flooding started in May when waters rose almost up to the attic of 
their home and barn.  When Paul Kline arrived in Poland in June, it 
was still cold and rainy.  Two more waves of flooding ensued, and 
now the water was over the roof tops.  It destroyed their animals, farm 
equipment, cars, tools, and finally both the house and the barn.  They 
lost everything.  Even today, the area is a morass of damaged 
buildings, debris, and, most importantly, polluted land that may take a 
generation or more to restore. 
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           This is the open-ended boat used to rescue the Kubiks. 

As the waters receded, you can see the crops 
ruined from the flood. 

Above, number 1 shows how high the waters rose in the initial 
flood. Number 2 shows where the waters rose after the third wave 
of the flood. 

Below, number 1 shows how high the 
initial flood rose. After the third wave of 
the flood, the entire roof was covered by 
water.  
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Januscz and Danuta fled the farm to their son’s home in Lublin.  They have no 
skills, other than farming, and have been unable to find meaningful work.  Their 
land, once productive, can no longer support farming operations, and it is in an area 
so large, and now so desolate, that no one wants it. 
 

These people have been close to Paul ever since he met them during 
his days, in 1979, when he studied at Catholic University in Lublin, 
then the only free university in Poland during the Communist Era.  It 
was at Catholic University that Paul took a seminar with Cardinal 
Karol Józef Wojty
a, who would later become Pope John Paul II.   
Paul returned to Poland in 1981 as a Fulbright Scholar, this time at 
Jagiellonian University in Krakow.  In December, martial law was 
declared, and Januscz and Danuta helped look after him and protected 
him from the authorities.  He has maintained contact with them ever 
since, often visiting them during his many trips to Poland. 

 
Fr. Max joined Paul in Poland later in June.  Together, they visited the area of 
damage and destruction.  “There were horrible mosquitoes from the water,” Paul 
recalled.  “All of Warsaw was sprayed but none of the farm land.”   
 

With no significant help from the Polish government, and facing 
devastating loss, Paul’s friends needed help.  Paul alerted some other 
friends and made their plight known to the Senior Warden, Tom 
Phillips, and the vestry of Grace Church.  With Fr. Max on sabbatical 
and the Rector’s Discretionary Fund under Tom’s control, Paul asked 
if anything could be done to help these people.  Tom convened the 
vestry, obtained permission to make a gift from the Discretionary 
Fund, and helped obtain support from members of the vestry for 
additional voluntary contributions.  Paul transported their gift, in cash, 
when he went to Poland in early June.  Other friends have also 
contributed, one being a friend fluent in 7 languages who is a well 
recognized translator in Warsaw for a British law firm.    

 
Paul is grateful for all this support.  He was lucky to meet these people and have 
their help and protection when he needed it.  They were lucky to find help when 
they needed it from the little church at the corner of Grace Street and New Park 
Avenue in Hartford.  Who could have guessed that these two unlikely worlds would 
have ever come together?    
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The Letter’s in the Mail 
 

Stewardship Campaign 
 

By ED KLEMONSKI 
 

Mark Lacedonia has agreed to serve as chair of this year’s parish stewardship drive.  
He plans to get a letter out early in November requesting that members of the Grace 
Church family give prayerful consideration to their pledge for the coming calendar 
year and to reflect on how best to contribute not only money but also their time and 
talent to Grace Church.   
 

Don’t be afraid to pledge.  Remember, pledges are not etched in stone.  
Circumstances change.  Some people may enjoy a windfall or 
substantial increase in wealth during the year, and others may see a 
decline.  Your pledge is not a legally enforceable contract and can be 
changed—up or down—to reflect the changes in your circumstances.  
Simply notify the Parish Treasurer of a change, and she will show the 
updated amount on the quarterly statements that track your donations 
for tax purposes.  

 

However, pledge amounts are critical information to the Vestry and are used in 
adopting a budget, planning extraordinary expenditures, and otherwise meeting the 
secular needs of the parish.  This is especially true in the current economic climate 
where government indices have indicated an end to the recession but few of us have 
seen anything justifying such conclusion.  Also, be sure to tell your attorney when 
you update your will or estate plan that you want your papers to instruct your 
executor or trustee to fulfill your pledge to the church; otherwise he or she will be 
legally unable to do so.  
 

So, look for Mark’s letter in your mailbox.  Don’t put it aside.  Give it 
thoughtful consideration.  Perhaps this is the year you may wish to 
embrace a new ministry within the church, or to volunteer to lead a 
Thursday gathering, or to run for church office, or to devote time and 
effort to the Parish Pantry.  And, let the Vestry know your plans and 
how much money you expect to contribute during the coming year.  
Mark will tell you how to do this.  The Vestry needs to hear from you 
for it to make reasonable, thoughtful, and proper plans for our parish 
for the coming year. 
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Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Symbols & Symbolisms at Grace 
 

Paul Kline will be leading a program on four Thursday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. in October and November to explore 
many of the symbols and symbolisms found throughout 
Grace Church.  

·  October 28 – We start to explore the painted and 
stained glass windows throughout the church—
including Our Lady of Walsingham (shown at right).  
We uncover the meaning of many individual 
elements within a window so that we can more fully 
understand the saint or individual that is portrayed.  

·  November 4 – We finish exploring the painted and 
stained glass windows throughout the church.  

·  November 11 - We explore the many symbols that 
can be found throughout the church, such as the 
Crosses (some of which are shown below).  We’ll 
also look at how a symbol may have many different 
variations, and what it may mean.  

·  November 18 – We focus on the physical and 
spatial elements of the church.  Understanding some 
of the elements may increase our awareness of aspects of our worship and our 
liturgy. 
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Thursdays During Advent 
 

“Watch for Light” Program 
 
During Advent the Thursday night gatherings will consist of discussions based upon 
a book entitled Watch for the Light, Readings for Advent and Christmas.  It costs 
$10 and is available from the Rector.   
  

The book is an anthology—from Thomas Aquinas to Gustavo 
Gutierrez, Meister Eckhart to Annie Dillard, John Donne to Sylvia 
Plath, Martin Luther to Eberhard Arnold.  It offers wisdom, beauty, 
and spiritual nourishment from a wide spectrum of classic and 
contemporary writers.    There is a selection for every day from the 
beginning of Advent to Epiphany.  Watch for the Light can be opened 
at leisure or followed as a guide to daily devotions.  Either way, its 
reflections on the true meaning of the season offers a new dimension 
to the phrase "holiday preparations." 

 
Each gathering starts at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Hall.  Mass is offered at 5:30 p.m. 
in the St. Martin Chapel.  Attendees are welcome to bring a brown bag supper to 
enjoy prior to the gathering or join those trekking to Lina’s after Mass for a quick 
supper out.  
 
 
  
 
 

Remembering the Deceased 
 
Please bring in photos of your loved ones who have gone ahead.  They 
will be put on the altar in St. Martin’s Chapel for both All Saints’ Day 
and All Souls’ Day services.  If you would like to have deceased loved 
ones remembered at the Masses on these days, also leave their names 
on the sheet in Nason Hall. 
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Services of the Season 
 

Monday, Nov. 1, 2010 – All Saints’ Day 
 Low Mass with hymns at 5:30 p.m.     
 

Tuesday, Nov. 2 – All Souls Day 
 Requiem Mass with the choir at 6:00 p.m.   
 followed by Potluck Supper.  
 
Sunday, Nov. 14 – Feast of St. Martin of Tours 
 Transferred from Nov. 11.  This is the 142nd anniversary of the dedication, 
 on Nov. 11, 1868, of Grace Episcopal Church. 
 
Thursday, Nov. 25 – Thanksgiving Day 
 Low Mass in the Church at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, Nov. 28 – First Sunday in Advent 
 The church year begins anew.   Lectionary Year A.     
 
Sunday, Dec. 5 – Lessons and Carols 
 This annual seasonal service starts at 5:00 p.m. 
  
Sunday, Dec. 19, 2010 – Visitation of Bishop Douglas 
 Bishop Ian Douglas makes his first visit to Grace Episcopal Church.  

He will preach at both Masses and visit with the Vestry during its 
normal monthly meeting. 

 
Friday, Dec. 24 – Midnight Mass 
 Music of the season at 10:30 p.m. followed by  
 Midnight Mass starting at 11:00 p.m. with full  
 choir and special music featuring Victoria's  
 Missa “O magnum mysterium.”  
 
Saturday, Dec. 25 – Christmas Day 
 Low Mass with hymns at 10:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 26 – Feast of St. Stephen 
 Deacon Gary Mongillo preaches at both Masses. 
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A Quiet Day with 
The Rev. Barbara Crafton 

 

 
 

Saturday, November 6, 2010 
8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. (lunch served)  

 

St. John's Episcopal Church 
679 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford, CT 06119 
$15 -- Reservations:  office@sjparish.net or 860- 523-5201 
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Advent and Christmas 
 

   Music of the Season 
 

  By KYLE SWANN 
Choirmaster and Organist 

 
I am very excited about the music that will fill Grace Church during the Advent and 
Christmas seasons.  In addition to our normal Solemn High Masses that are sung by 
the Grace Ritual Choir each and every Sunday, we will have both the Festival of 
Advent Lessons and Carols (sung by the Festival Choir) and Bishop Ian Douglas's 
first visit to the Parish—which will include the choral “Welcome to the Bishop.” 
 

Lessons and Carols 
 

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is fashioned after the service conducted at and 
made famous by King's Chapel.  The lessons trace the story of mankind's fall in the 
Garden of Eden and culminate with the gospel account unfolding the great mystery 
of the Incarnation.  Each lesson is accompanied by carols sung by the choir, and 
there are seasonal hymns as well.  Lasting about an hour, the service concludes with 
the great hymn of expectation “Lo! he comes with clouds descending,” and is 
followed by a reception. 
 

Midnight Mass 
 

The Mass of the Nativity (“Midnight” Mass) will feature a few new pieces.  Central 
to the musical offerings will be Victoria's Missa “O magnum mysterium,” which 
shares some similarities to the well-known motet “O magnum mysterium” by Tomas 
Luis de Vittoria.  The Victoria Mass has elements of the imitative Renaissance style, 
as well as more chordal homophonic structures that were becoming prevalent as the 
result of the Church's distaste for highly melismatic music.  It is for four-voice a 
capella choir, and is rather brief in duration when compared to some of the other 
settings we've used over the years.   
 

One feature that especially interests me is the use of soprano divisi in 
the Agnus Dei.  The soprano section, divided into equal parts, sings a 
canon—essentially a round.  Although the repetition is verbatim, the use 
of canon is virtually undetectable to the listener because of Victoria's 
mastery of florid melodic technique. 
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We will also be singing, probably for the first time at Grace, two carols by the 
American composer William Billings.  A tanner by trade and virtually self-taught, 
Billings is considered by many to be the father of American music.  He is most 
remembered as the composer of the Revolutionary War anthem “Chester.”  
Particularly stirring is the “Shepherd's Carol,” one of the two that we will sing. It's 
ripe with language of Colonial America that now seems quaint, almost laughably so!  
“The master of the inn refused a more commodious place,” and as a result is 
described as being “of savage mould, and destitute of grace.”  I trust that the 
addition of these pieces to our repertory will be appreciated, and will contribute 
meaningfully to the Christmas liturgy. 
 

As is our custom, the Midnight Mass will be preceded by a short 
prelude of carols for choir and congregation.  Following the post-
Communion “Silent night,” and the recession of the altar party and 
choir, all are most heartily invited to share in the Choirmaster's eggnog 
in Nason Hall.   

  
 

Saturday, Dec. 18, 2010 
 

Grace “Elves” Carry Out Toy Ministry 
 

By ED KLEMONSKI 
 

It wouldn’t be Christmas without toys for youngsters, and the Grace Church Toy 
Ministry, headed by Barbara Rezner and her team of “elves” (literally, as they dress 
up as elves on distribution day) help make it happen for the children of the families 
served by our Parish Pantry. 
 

Barbara shops all year long.  “Black Friday,” 
the day after Thanksgiving, she is usually 
joined by her husband John and daughter 
Katey as they prowl local stores picking up 
clothing, toys, and books for children ranging 
in age from infancy to 18 years.  They expect 
to have multiple gifts for 300 to 350 children, 
each tagged for a particular child and based 
upon that child’s “wish list” submitted earlier 
by a parent.   

(Continued on Page 18) 
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(Continued from Page 15) 
 
The bounteous array of gifts usually fills the pews in the sanctuary.  This year 
distribution day is Saturday, December 18, 2010, starting at 9:00 a.m.  Barbara and 
her team don their antlers and other elf-like garb, put on Christmas music, and set 
out cookies, apples, and cider in Nason Hall where the kids impatiently wait their 
turn.  It usually takes 3 hours to process the distribution. 
 

Barbara hopes that Tori Burns, Ann Witt, Betsy Rose, and some of 
Barbara’s co-workers from The Hartford Insurance Company will be 
able to help with the shopping and distribution again as they have in 
the past.  Others are welcome to assist.  She particularly needs more 
shoppers this year. 

 
The gifts are not wrapped, so the children and their parents can see what each child 
is receiving.  If the selection is not right, or not consistent with the child’s request, it 
goes back into inventory and another gift is usually chosen for that child.  Misses, 
and near misses, are rare, however.  And, each child may receive several gifts 
depending upon the cost of what’s requested. 
 

Although toys and clothing items are usually bought in the fall, 
Barbara collects books all year long and brings them to the Book 
Nook in Niantic where she gives them up for credit and uses the credit 
to buy used children’s books for the annual Christmas distribution.  
Children requesting books are special favorites of Barbara’s.   She’ll 
frequently give a child asking for a single book more than one.  

 
The budget for this ministry remains the same it has been for the past 15 to 20 years, 
$10 per child, Barbara says.  The event is supported by donations from the members 
of the Grace Parish and St. John’s West Hartford, and toys contributed by Trinity 
Wethersfield and the local Panera Bread shops.  The support from Panera’s is 
particularly welcome, Barbara says.  Last year, Panera personnel collected toys in 
each of their stores, delivered them to Grace Church, and helped put them in the 
pews.     
 

Often, toys and other items are left over and stored in the church 
basement for the following year.  Not so, this year.  Barbara lamented, 
“We’re in dire straits this year.  Nothing is left over from last year.”  
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This puts additional pressure on the cadre of shoppers.  If you want to 
help, call Barbara at 860-663-0852.   

Contributions may be made payable to “Grace Episcopal Church” and mailed to the 
church office or dropped in the collection plate on Sundays.  Just be sure to mark 
“Toy Ministry” on the memo section of the check.   And, if you want, come around 
on Dec. 18 and see a lot of happy kids.    
 
 
  
 
 

Parkville Classicals 
 

Seeking Angels-of-Music  
And Angels-of-Building-Community 

  
By BETSY CHICARES 

 

For over 10 years, Grace has hosted some of the best classical musicians in the 
Northeast thanks to the volunteer support and financial aid of a small group of 
angels. Won't you be an "angel" and help us to continue this building of community?  
 

The classical music is superb.  The church's acoustics allow you to hear 
even the softest passages.  And then you get to chat with the musicians 
"backstage" at a reception with the performers.   

 
What a great way to encourage others to join us in Parkville at our church. Please 
use the enclosed envelope to contribute, or contact me if you'd like to volunteer to 
help with our Parkville Classicals music series. 
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Food for Thought 
 

The Mystery of Our Daily Bread 
 

By ELIZABETH MACKIERNAN MIEL 

 
Give us this day our daily bread.  We say this every day—many times a day if we 

pray the daily office or the rosary.  It 
seems the simplest petition of the 
Lord’s Prayer, less abstract than most 
of the rest of that rich text that Jesus 
taught his followers to pray.  And yet 
it contains a strange mystery.  There 
is no agreement among scholars as to 
how the original Greek sentence 
should be translated. 
 
 ton arton hêmôn ton epiousion 
 dos hêmin sêmeron 
  
 “Our bread—the (epiousion) 
 bread—give us today” 
 Mt. 6:11 
 
What kind of bread are we asking 
for?  The Greek word epiousion is 
usually translated “daily” but, in fact, 
no one knows what epiousion means.  
It is a hapax legomenon, a unique 
occurrence, a word that appears only 
in this prayer (recorded in Matthew 
and Luke and some early texts) but 

nowhere else in Greek literature, classical or ecclesiastical.    
 

Origen, the greatest biblical and Greek and Semitic scholar of the 3rd 
century, was baffled by it. He decided the Gospel writers had invented 
this word and it remained a mystery.  Origen thought the best 
interpretation for the word was to consider it derived from epi (“of, 
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beyond, over”) and ousia (“being”).  “Give us today the bread of our 
being” or “Give us today our essential bread.” 

Origen and many other later scholars also considered the possibility that epiousion 
is derived from the Greek verb “to come” and is a coined word related to other 
words meaning “future” or “next.”  The translation then might then be   
“Give us our next-ish bread today” or “Give us today bread for tomorrow” or 
possibly “Give us today the bread of the age to come.”  
 
 

When Jerome published his great Latin vulgate translation of the Bible 
(400 AD) he rendered epiousion in Luke as quotidianum “quotidian or 
daily” but in Matthew he translated it as “supersubstantialem”—
“super substantial” or “super essential.”  

  
  panem nostrum supersubstantialem da nobis hodie 
  “Give us today our SUPERSUBSTANTIAL bread” 
 
 
Scholars have tried to find a Hebrew or Aramaic term for which epiousion might 
be an equivalent, but they do not agree on a solution.  Later Aramaic (Syriac) 
versions of the Gospels have used the term meaning “necessary” “for our needs” 
and an older Syriac text uses amina “continual, perpetual, constant.”  
 
 
  “Give us today our necessary bread” 
  “Give us today our perpetual bread” 
 
 
All of these possibilities taken together weave a rich texture of varied meaning 
around the mysterious Greek sentence.  What kind of bread are we praying for? 
 
 

·  Our Daily food - If we concentrate on the daily-ness or the “necessary 
bread” of the petition we are reminded of the manna in the wilderness which 
fed the starving children of Israel and which had to be eaten each day, not 
saved and hoarded.  We can pray that God will give us food and sustenance 
day by day, enough for today or for tomorrow, like the disciples in the early 
church or the mendicant friars who went out carrying no purse or supplies 
trusting that God’s care is renewed each day.  
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·  The Coming of the Kingdom - If  we are asking for the bread of “the  age 
to come” we are looking forward and inward to the Kingdom of God, the 
heavenly banquet which is both present and  not yet here.    

·  The Eucharist - Jesus said “I am the bread of life, whoever comes to me 
will never hunger.” (John 6:35)  “I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven.  Whoever eats this bread will live forever and the bread that I 
will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” (John 6:51)  At the last supper 
he broke the bread and said: “This is my body.”  Jerome, in referring to the 
supersubstantial bread, reminds us of the bread of the Eucharist which is 
transformed into the Real Presence of Christ, beyond the substance and the 
accidents of ordinary bread. 

 
 

·  The Bread which is Broken - Jesus himself is the Bread of Heaven.  He 
was born in Beth-Lehem (“House of Bread”) and laid in a manger (an eating 
trough).   He was known to be alive after his death by the disciples at 
Emmaus by “the breaking of the bread.”   Jesus broke ordinary bread on the 
hillside and multiplied the loaves to feed the thousands.   In the breaking of 
his body Jesus became the savior of the world.    

 
 
If we focus on the word “daily” in the prayer we usually think of a measured 
portion, just enough for today or tomorrow, a limited amount. The mystery of the 
broken bread is that the ordinary food opens up into infinity and becomes the 
perpetual bread, the unlimited portion, the “much-more-than-enough” that Jesus 
kept offering his disciples. Every time we break our “bread” (in all its many 
meanings) to share with others we encounter this mystery of the bread that does 
not fail.  At the moment when the consecrated bread is broken at mass we hear the 
words. “Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us” and we respond 
“Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.”  
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Provocative Sermon 

 

What is Mercy? 
 

Fr. Maxwell delivered a sermon on Sunday, October 10, 2010 based, on the Gospel story of the 
10 lepers who Jesus encounters somewhere on the border between Samaria and Galilee.  He 
pointed out that biblical scholars and medical scientists agree that leprosy, or Hansen’s disease, 
almost certainly did not exist in ancient Israel and that the Biblical reference likely is probably 
not to a deadly, highly contagious malady but instead something that makes individuals and 
communities “dirty” or unclean, a moral contagion.  He then went on to discuss mercy in terms 
that one parishioner has described as “the best discussion of mercy I have ever heard.”  Here is an 
excerpt from that sermon, reprinted here for those who may have missed hearing it in person. 

 
The setting for today’s Gospel story is a border, the 
boundary between Galilee and Samaria.  Jesus is 
walking in the place between “clean” Israel and 
“unclean” Samaria.  What a potent image!  Isn’t 
that exactly where Jesus always is:  on the border 
between what is accepted and what is unaccepted?  
And what happens?  Ten lepers encounter Jesus.  
They call out asking for mercy.   
 

Now mercy, in the ancient 
Mediterranean world, is a rather 
specific thing, somewhat different 
from what we think of as mercy today.  
For us, to show mercy probably means 
something like showing compassion or 
pity to someone in our power, or at 

least to someone weaker than we are.   
 
But, in Palestine at the time of Jesus, to ask someone for mercy is not so much to 
ask for compassion or pity, as to ask a person to fulfill his or her obligations—in 
other words, to ask for mercy is to ask someone to do what he or she should do.  
Essentially, the ten people in the Gospel of Luke are asking Jesus to give them what 
he owes them!  Wait—how’s that again? 
 

Remember the ten lepers may not be people with actual leprosy, but 
people whose borders have somehow been breached and who now are 
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considered unclean.  Their presence in a community threatens the 
community with pollution.  Their presence pierces the borders of that 
community, and they must be expelled, as the foreign wives were 
expelled in the time of Ezra, to protect the holiness of the community.  
And so, these ten people are excluded from the community and, most 
importantly, from common worship.  They must remain outside.  What 
such people need is restoration to the holy community.  And anyone 
who can provide such restoration should indeed provide it.   

 
In calling upon Jesus for mercy, the ten people in today’s story are recognizing 
Jesus’ ability to make them clean again.  Their call for mercy is, in a way, a 
recognition of Jesus’ identity.  They call upon Jesus to do what they expect he can 
do, to do what he is obligated to do if he is capable of it—to bring them back within 
the boundaries of the holy community. 
 

Jesus the healer is constantly challenging existing boundaries and 
pushing them outward.  Think of all the stories of Jesus reaching out to 
and welcoming outcasts—sinners, prostitutes, the blind, the lame, 
lepers.  They are all welcome within the boundaries of the holy 
community that Jesus is forming.  Healing, in an important sense of the 
word, means restoring meaning to life.  And that’s what Jesus does for 
the people he heals, for the people he welcomes into his community.  
He restores meaning to their lives. 

 
Now, there’s a fairly obvious direction I could go from here with this sermon:  I 
could talk about how Jesus walks on the borders of society, approaching outcasts, 
offering to restore meaning to their lives, welcoming them into the holy community.  
And I could ask us to reflect, as Jesus’ representatives on earth, as the Body of 
Christ, on how well we follow Christ’s example, on how well we welcome outcasts 
into our community and heal them.  But ya know what?  I’m not gonna go there.  
Because as a parish and as individuals I know that we try hard to do this.  Oh sure, 
there’s room for improvement—isn’t there always?   But many of us ARE trying to 
do what we can.  So, if I’m not going to hector you to do more and to do it better, 
what AM I going to tell you? 
 

Well, let’s look into our own hearts.  I’ve talked a lot about borders and 
boundaries, but I haven’t talked about the divisions, the boundaries, if 
you will, in our own hearts.  We all have them don’t we?  We all have 
cordoned off some small pocket of our soul that we consider impure or 
unclean.  Oh yes, most of our life may be in order, our souls essentially 
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healthy, but even so, we all have some dark little spiritual corner that 
we’d rather not have a bright light shined on.   

 
I expect that we all have some little piece of ourselves that we try to 
shun, to cast out, to keep the rest of our interior world holy and pure.  
We all have little outcasts within us.  This is where Jesus walks.  This 
is where we can be certain to encounter our Lord and Savior, walking 
along the interior borders of our souls.  Can we find the courage to call 
out from the darkness?  Can we bring ourselves to cry out from that 
impure, unclean place asking for mercy?  He’s there, right there, right 
on the border offering healing and restoration, offering us wholeness. 

 
Earlier I mentioned that it’s dangerous to pierce borders.  It is, but remember, with 
Christ everything gets turned upside down.  Allowing Jesus to pierce the divisions in 
our souls does not allow the sinful and unclean to enter in.  Rather, allowing Jesus 
to pierce the divisions in our souls allows a holy transformation to begin.  When 
Jesus pierces a boundary he brings healing to the darkness.  Rather than fearfully 
guarding a walled-off homeland in our souls, Jesus is walking the borders, healing 
and forgiving more and more, pushing out our borders, including more and more of 
us into the holy community, uniting us spiritually and making us whole. 
 

Do not be frightened of those dark corners in your souls.  Call out for 
mercy.  Jesus will cross over.  He will provide healing. He will provide 
MEANING to your lives.  And, when you feel the healing touch of 
Christ, may you be like the single Samaritan in today’s story. May you 
return to Jesus in gratitude, praising God.  Amen.  
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The Sabbatical Story 
 

Holy Spirit “Very Active” 
 

By ED KLEMONSKI 
 

“The single best thing out of the [sabbatical] experience was spiritual,” the Rev. 
Richard A. Maxwell revealed over lunch at Angelo’s on Main recently.  “It was 
restful, rejuvenating, and reassuring,” he said.  It gave him a chance to live “in the 
now” and not be occupied with thoughts, plans, and concerns for the future or 
burdened with events of the past.  “It was a very good time.” 
 

Not everyone gets to enjoy a sabbatical—a time away from one’s 
usual career or profession.  College professors are often granted a 
leave of absence with pay, usually every seventh year, for travel, 
research, or rest.  Episcopal priests also are granted sabbaticals, and 
this was Fr. Max’s first.  Combined with some vacation time, Fr. Max 
was away from the parish for about four months—May, June, July, 
and August.   

 
Did the time go as planned?  Not really.  He did get to visit his sisters, one in 
Michigan and one in California.  He did get to take piano lessons, but, lacking the 
time to practice, the experience was not fulfilling.  A course in conflict mediation—
5 days, 8 hours per day—was “very good” but much more intense than he expected.   
 

Mainly, he said, it was the people, simply seeing people—in Poland, 
in Michigan, in California, in Stone Ridge, NY, in Falmouth, MA, in 
Provincetown, MA.  The trip to Poland was unplanned but came about 
when Paul Kline received an art commission, had to spend some time 
there, and urged Max to come along.  Also unplanned was a jaunt to 
Brattleboro, VT, where Max baptized Liz Wilkins McKee’s newborn 
son Patrick.    

 
A big success was his taking a 10-week drawing class at Silvermine Guild Art 
Center in New Canaan, CT.  He loved it so much that he is now doing a course 
there on Mondays, his day off.  He found the training “good” and “high level.”  Fr. 
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Max recently brought samples of his drawings to a Thursday evening gathering, two 
of which are at the end of this article. 
 

Lyndon, the rectory cat, and Cosmo, the rectory puppy, were happy to 
see him return.  Lyndon stayed at the rectory the whole time, but 
Cosmo went to “summer camp” by staying with friends in the country 
while Max and Paul were in Poland.  He stayed home with Paul while 
Max visited his sisters in Michigan and California but went with them 
on the trips elsewhere.    
 

And, what about that ambitious reading list he announced in May he would tackle 
while away from the parish?  It was 17 books long and growing.  He didn’t reveal 
how many he actually got through but mentioned being very impressed with 
Christianity for the Rest of Us—How the Neighborhood Church is Transforming the 
Faith by Diana Butler Bass.   In it, the author studies a handful of main line 
Protestant denominations around the country and how they are helping to create a 
renaissance of the faith.  “We need a renaissance here at Grace,” he said. 

 
Fr. Max citied the lineup of clergy filling in for him during his absence 
as one of the ways the Holy Spirit was at work during his sabbatical.  
Few are aware that the original priest scheduled to provide most of the 
coverage had to withdraw for medical reasons at the last minute, but a 
combination of factors just came together to make it all happen.  “Tom 
Phillips [as senior warden] did a fabulous job,” he said, as did all the 
clergy covering the parish and the warm welcome all gave to The Rev. 
Lesley Hay, the first woman priest to say masses regularly at Grace. 

 
He sees the Holy Spirit continuing to be very active in activities this fall.  Citing the 
contemplative prayer group, the stewardship campaign, the coat drive, the toy 

ministry, the request to co-sponsor quiet days, he is 
upbeat about the future and glad to be back.      
                                             

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Renaissance 
Man” 

“Seated 
Nude” 
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      SENIOR WARDEN’S 
           CORNER 

By THOMAS A. PHILLIPS  
Senior Warden 

Odds and Ends 
  
Well, it’s now fall, and the leaves are beautiful this year.  Out here in Hebron, USA, 
we are bedding down the garden for the winter, cutting and splitting wood for the 
fireplace for the coming winter, and, of course, raking leaves.  And, with the Rector 
back, things are humming along at Grace, and I am no longer the Ecclesiastical 
Authority!  Whew! 
  

Looking back a bit, the Mass of Celebration of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on August 15 was a beautiful service.  Fr. DiNoto did a splendid 
job, ably assisted by Fr. Carroon and our corps of acolytes.  The 
picnic that followed was also a great success thanks to the efforts of 
Doug Bowman, Paul Bisaillon and many others.  A fitting conclusion 
to summer. 

  
The Rector and I met soon after he returned to discuss the events during his absence 
and, when we were done discussing the details, he asked me what my overall 
impression was of the Church from my experience during his absence. Now, I was a 
busy boy during the four months he was away, and I sometimes felt like I had gone 
through the looking glass, so to speak, as I had to keep running to stay in the same 
place.  The question took me off guard.  However, I thought for a bit and said to 
him, “We are very small.” I guess I really meant “tight knit.” The overall impression 
I gained was that every one of us in this community is important, everyone counts, 
and everyone contributes.  We are one lean mean Anglo Catholic machine.  
Whenever I needed help, whoever I asked for assistance, advice, counsel, whatever, 
responded positively.  It really is nice to be a part of Grace Church. 
  

Place of Grace 
  
The pantry resumed operations in September, and it is a busy place once again.  We 
serve over 200 Parkville families each week with food.  It takes a lot of work to 
obtain, transport, stock, allocate, and pack the 200 plus bags of food we hand out 
each week.  Each Wednesday afternoon we—about eight or so volunteers—pack 



29 

200 bags of groceries with canned goods, pasta, rice, beans, cereal and fruit.  Some 
of the bags contain extra items for larger families.   
 

On Thursday, the distribution day, the doors open to the clients at 8:30 
a.m. and we close up shop at 11:00 a.m. Carol Hilton, June Blackston 
and a cadre of ten or so volunteers are usually at the Church by 7:30 
a.m. to do the final set up.  The actual distribution is a well ordered 
procedure with some red tape at the outset to verify residence within 
Parkville, and then we hand out frozen meat such as chicken, bags of 
potatoes, powdered or ultra pasteurized milk, and some form of 
dessert, cake or pie.  It’s quite an operation. 

 
We can always use volunteers in the pantry.  It is a spiritually rewarding way to 
spend a few hours each week.  Think about it.  Please join me in the pantry. 
 

Stewardship 
 
And finally, a word about Stewardship.  Mark Lacedonia has graciously agreed to 
lead the Stewardship campaign this fall.  You should all soon see a letter from him 
concerning our financial situation and our hopes for the coming year.  
 
  
   

     JUNIOR WARDEN’S 
               CORNER  

By BILL PASCUCCI 
Junior Warden 

 
It is the Junior Warden’s responsibility to ensure that the properties owned by the 
parish, including the Church and Nason Hall on 55 New Park Avenue and the 
Rectory at 42 Rumford Street in West Hartford, are properly maintained and 
operating as intended.  This is no easy task since our buildings are older.  Although 
we are a small parish, we face the same type of mechanical failures, repairs and 
damages as larger parishes.  Due to our size and limited budget, we are unable to 
retain a maintenance staff.  However, through the efforts of Bethany-Anne 
Bouchard, our sexton, who keeps the Church and Hall clean and operable, we are 
able to serve our many missions.   

The Church Property 
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We have had a very positive early fall.  There have been only a few mechanical 
problems that included the dishwasher in Nason Hall.  One Sunday morning it began 
to spout water over the kitchen floor.  Upon investigation, we learned that the 
discharge hose had ruptured and it was promptly fixed.   
 

I would like to thank Tom Philips, and others who may have assisted 
him, in his promise to make a clean sweep of the basement.  Over the 
years, we have accumulated a variety if items that we no longer use or 
need.  Tom discarded or found a better home for much of the unneeded 
items, which allowed us to reclaim several hundred square feet of new 
space.   

 
Celeste Bouchard, the daughter of Bethany Anne, donated her time and energy to 
scrub the basement floor on her hands and knees.  Celeste removed much of the 
years of accumulated filth that was encrusted in the room.  Thank you Celeste for all 
of your help!               

 
In the last edition of Grace Notes, I related that the garden facing New 
Park Avenue has fared well due to its diligent crew of green thumb 
volunteers.  I also noted that the Memorial Garden had not fared as 
well and hoped that someone would volunteer to maintain this garden. 

 
As you all know, the Memorial Garden has much improved since that plea for help.  
Please thank Mark and Jane Lacedonia for their time and effort spent in the 
Memorial Garden over this past month.   
 

What is Next? 
 
We have plans to refinish the wood floor in Nason Hall in November.  The floors 
were thoroughly sanded in 2008.  This year we would like to touch up the surface to 
protect the floors from any deterioration. 
 
Following the removal of the brass hinges on the front door of the Church, it became 
clear how much the paint on the door had faded.  We are planning to paint the door 
soon.  The decorative brass hinges will also be restored to their original luster and 
replaced in the near future.   
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The Rectory 
 
Over the past eight months, we have been fighting the battle of the leaks.  In 
October, a new tub and enclosure was installed following months of plugging 
related leaks.  As of this date, I am quite certain we won this battle.  Estimates for 
this repair ranged as high as $7,000, including resurfacing the kitchen ceiling that 
was cracked and stained by the failure of the tub.  The project was competed for 
$3,000. 

 
It is one goal of the Junior Warden to insure that catastrophes are 
avoided through a comprehensive program of repair, replacement and 
regular maintenance of all church property.  Should you notice some 
item that needs attention, please bring it to my attention or drop me a 
note at bill@amteccorp.com.   

 
Should any readers wish to be on the Buildings Committee or participate in a 
project, please let me know and we will make good use of your talent.  
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Many thanks to Paul Kline, Jane Lacedonia, Tori Burns, 
Cornelia Hamilton, Tom Phillips, Bill Pascucci, Elaine 
Phillips, Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel, Fr. Wayne Pokorny, 
Betsy Chicares, and Fr. Richard Maxwell for their help 
and suggestions with this issue of “Grace Notes.”   
Contributions from others are always welcome and may 
be sent at any time to klemonskie@aol.com.   
 

 
EDWARD S. KLEMONSKI, Editor. 
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If you are receiving this newsletter 
in error or wish to be taken off the 
mailing list, please notify the 
Church office. 
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55 New Park Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 

 
 

www.gracehartford.org 
gracehartford@sbcglobal.net 
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        All concerts are on Saturday evenings in the church.  They are free and start 
        at 7:30 p.m.  Seating is limited and on a first-come basis.  A reception in the  
        Parish Hall to meet the musicians follows each concert.  
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