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In November We Honor Our Patron 
St. Martin of Tours 

 

 
 

See the Articles on Pages 5, 7, 11, 14, and 23. 
We Celebrate St. Martin’s Day on Sunday, November 15, 2009 
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DEAR 
FRIENDS 

By Fr. RICHARD A. MAXWELL 
Rector 
 

 

This morning, as I began the drive to meet with my spiritual director, I was hoping 
that it would be a bright, fall day.  As my director is in Katonah, NY, the drive 
takes a while, and I was hoping to enjoy the fall colors on the way.  Unfortunately 
however, as I drove west, it began to rain.  At first, the rain came down gently, but 
then it began to pour, and then, to my horror, it began to look like snow!  “NO!  
I’m not ready for winter!” 
 

One of the things I discussed with my director today was my 
meditation practice.  For a long time – years – I’ve used the Jesus 
prayer (or a portion of it) to center myself as I begin a session.  For 
those unfamiliar with this prayer, the longest version of it that I know 
of is, “Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of God, have mercy on me a 
miserable sinner.”  I often say something like “Jesus Christ . . . Son of 
God . . . have mercy” in conjunction with the in and out of my 
breathing.  (Most people seem to drop the “miserable sinner” part 
pretty quickly.) 

 
Lately, however, this little prayer hasn’t been working so well for me.  I’ve begun 
to use two simple words instead:  “Here” and “Now.”  I say “here” to myself as I 
breathe in, and “now” to myself as I breathe out.  This helps me literally to center 
myself in the here and now, keeping me from composing “to do” lists in my head, 
or fretting over what I did badly yesterday, or worrying about tomorrow.  Those 
two little words ground me, focusing me on the moment and the place that I’m in, 
which is important at the beginning of any meditative practice. 
 

“NO!  I’m not ready for winter yet!”  Nope, I’m not.  But, as I write 
this, it’s NOT winter yet . . . it’s still fall, and there will be more 
bright colorful days to enjoy.  How easy it is to miss the here and 
now, fretting and worrying, lost in anxiety or fear over what was or 
what might be.  How much better it would be for all of us to live in 
the “now.” 
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Of course, nothing’s ever simple.  Attempting to live in the present moment 
doesn’t mean that we should stop preparing and planning for the future.  It means 
that we shouldn’t let our plans and preparations take us over.  As we go about the 
tasks of any given day, cleaning up yesterday’s messes and planning for tomorrow, 
we should also try to be alive to the day and the moment we’re actually living. 
 

Perhaps, this would be a fruitful exercise for us as we move into the 
seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas.  These seasons, 
more than others, seem to be able to consume us and draw us out of 
the here and now. 

 
Perhaps, each of us, as we begin the headlong rush to Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, will resolve to pay a little more attention to the gifts of the day . . . 
every day.  Perhaps then, we’ll be more deeply aware of the feelings of thanks, 
anticipation, and joy that fill these holidays. 
 
May you know and savor God’s blessings . . . here and now. 
Max+ 

 
 

 

�
 

55 New Park Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 

 
The Rev. Richard Anderson Maxwell, Rector 

 
The Rev. Gary Mongillo, Deacon 

The Rev. Canon Robert G. Carroon, Senior Associate Priest 
The Rev. Dr. Wayne D. Pokorny, Associate Priest 

Mr. Dennis Kane, Verger 
Mr. Kyle Swann, Choirmaster and Organist 



4 

           FINANCIAL  
            CORNER 

By ELAINE PHILLIPS 
Treasurer 

 

The vestry will soon begin work on our two big year-end projects:  the stewardship 
campaign and the budget for 2010.  My part of this process is estimating the 
projected expenses for the coming year, using this year’s experience and some 
information from the diocese (clergy salaries and insurance) and from the 
government (utility expenses). 
 

So far, my sources are encouraging.  There will be no increase in the 
minimum salaries for clergy.  Insurance rates are expected to increase 
only about 5%.  Utilities are actually expected to decrease.  Since 
these three items make up a big chunk of our budget, this is very good 
news indeed.  

 
I am hoping that given a relatively small budget increase, we can make some more 
headway on reducing our deficit.  Since our envelope contributions furnish over 
60% of our income, the results of our stewardship campaign will determine how 
much progress we make to that goal.  I hope that all our parishioners, when 
approached (by mail or personally) by whoever is in charge of the campaign, will 
give thoughtful and prayerful consideration to their pledge. 
 
 

 
Sunday, November 1 
 

All Saints’ Day and Invitation Sunday 
 

The Feast of All Saints is celebrated at Grace Church on Sunday, November 1 
with a Low Mass at 8:00 a.m. and a Solemn High Mass at 10:30 a.m.  It is also our 
“Invitation Sunday,” a special day to invite family, friends, and co-workers to 
experience our liturgy, see the many and varied talents of our parishioners at the 
Arts and Crafts Showcase, Marketplace and Bake Sale beginning at noon, and 
perhaps do some early Christmas shopping. 
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Tuesday, November 3 
 

All Souls’ Day 
 

All Souls’ Day, transferred from November 2, will be observed here on Tuesday, 
November 3 with a Solemn High Mass at 6:00 p.m. followed by a potluck supper.  
This is our annual remembrance of all the faithful departed.  Everyone is invited to 
bring photos of family members and friends who have gone ahead, to be placed in 
the St. Martin Chapel as a remembrance of the great cloud of witnesses that 
surround us. 
 

 
Sunday, November 15 
 

The Feast of Saint Martin 
And Dedication of Our Church 

 
Transferred from November 11th, the Feast of St. Martin and the observance of the 
141st anniversary of the dedication, in 1868, of our church will be celebrated on 
Sunday, November 15, with a Low Mass at 8:00 a.m. and a Solemn High Mass at 
10:30 a.m.  The festivities include a procession of our new banner to St. Martin, to 
whom our chapel is dedicated, and the first use of our new chasuble bearing St. 
Martin’s image, both of which were donated by the Rev. Canon Robert G. Carroon, 
our Senior Associate Priest and former Archivist of the Diocese of Connecticut.�

 

 

 

Saint Martin Coat Drive 
 

To honor St. Martin, we will be conducting a winter coat drive.  Please 
bring new or gently worn winter coats or jackets to church on Sunday, 
November 15 when we will be celebrating the Feast of St. Martin.  The 
coats and jackets will then be distributed to clients of our food pantry, “A 
Place of Grace,” during the following weeks.  Our pantry serves a number 
of families, and coats and jackets of all sizes are welcome. 
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Thursday, November 26 
  

Thanksgiving 
 

We will observe Thanksgiving Day in the United States of America with the 
Litany of Thanksgiving (BCP pages 836-837) during a Low Mass in the church at 
10:00 a.m. 
 

 
Sunday, November 29 
 

The First Sunday of Advent 
 
The Season of Advent begins on Sunday, November 29.  We mark the start of the 

church new year with a Low Mass at 8:00 a.m. and a Solemn High Mass at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 
Thursday, December 24 
 

Christmas Eve 
 

On Christmas Eve, we gather at 10:30 p.m. for a musical prelude and hymns and 
anthems of the season, followed, at 11:00 p.m., with the Festal High Mass of 
Christmas ~ the so-called “Midnight Mass.”  A special reception in the Parish Hall 
follows.  This is a beloved annual tradition not to be missed. 
 

 
Friday, December 25 
 

Christmas Day 
 

The Nativity of Our Lord is observed with a Low Mass with hymns at 10:00 a.m. 
on Christmas Day.  The Christmas Season extends from the eve of Christmas until 
January 13, inclusive. 
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Thursday Gatherings 
 

Each Thursday evening, we gather for Mass in the Chapel at 5:30 p.m.  Afterward, 
at about 6:00 p.m., those who have brought their own supper eat in the Parish Hall 
while others go out to nearby Lena’s First & Last Pizzeria at 2053 Park Street for 
soups, sandwiches, and pizza slices.  At 7:00 p.m. we re-gather for discussion.  
Everyone is welcome to join in for all or a portion of the evening.  Here are the 
details on Gatherings planned for the next several weeks. 
 

·  November 5 – Volunteer Ministries – We will talk about the amazing 
amount of volunteer work done by Grace parishioners, which we began the 
previous week, on October 29.  Among the topics will be hospice care, 
prison ministry, our Food Pantry, work with the troubled and at-risk young 
people, nursing home visitation, homeless shelters, leading meditation 
groups, and working with people with AIDS.  Come and share. 

 
·  November 12 – The Life and Work of Saint Martin  – Elizabeth 

MacKiernan Miel will lead a discussion about the life and work of our 
patron, Saint Martin of Tours, in preparation for our celebration, on the 
following Sunday, of the Feast of St. Martin. 

 
·  November 19 and 26 – Our Gatherings will be on hiatus. 
 
·  December 3, 10, and 17 – The Season of Advent – These three Thursdays, 

we will gather to take a break from the hectic Christmas preparations that 
so easily consume many of us and focus on the Season of Advent.  Each 
Gathering will begin with a few moments of quiet as we decorate the 
Advent Wreath together.  Then, we will discuss a book of meditations that 
will be available to parishioners before the beginning of Advent.  The book 
is entitled From Holidays to Holy Days, A Benedictine Walk Through 
Advent by Albert Holtz, a Roman Catholic Benedictine monk.  It contains 
brief meditations for each day of the season, and each meditation is 
followed by a question or thought to reflect upon, a verse or two of 
Scripture, and a sentence or two from the Rule of St. Benedict or another 
work of “wisdom.”  The books cost $12 each but will be available to all 
with the request that each pay what he or she can. 
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Devotional Organizations in the Anglican Communion: 
 

Reclaiming Our Catholic Heritage 
 

By The Rev. Canon ROBERT G. CARROON 
(From his sermon at Grace Church for the 13TH Sunday after Pentecost - 30 Aug. 2009) 
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This past summer, as we always do, we celebrated with great ceremony the Feast 
of St. Mary the Virgin, mother of Our Lord.  My sermon then dealt, in a large 

measure, with the manifestation of the Blessed Virgin at 
Walsingham and the work of the Society of Our Lady of 
Walsingham.  This organization is one of several devotional 
organizations in the Anglican Communion, which emphasize 
some aspect of the Christian Faith.  They all were founded in 
the mid nineteenth or early twentieth century as a result of the 
Oxford movement, which reclaimed the Catholic heritage of 
the Anglican Communion and its various provinces, including 
the Episcopal Church in the United States.  This morning I 

wish to speak briefly about two of them:  The Confraternity of the Blessed 
Sacrament and the Guild of All Souls. 
 
The earliest of these devotional organizations, the Confraternity of the Blessed 
Sacrament, was founded at Clewer, outside Oxford, in 1862, by The Rev. Canon 
Thomas T. Carter and is dedicated to the veneration of the Real Presence of Christ 
in the Eucharist.  Its purpose is to promote the Mass as the main celebration in the 
Church on Sunday mornings, and as frequently during the week as is possible in 
every parish.  The other purpose of the Confraternity was to promote the 
Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament so that it might be available at a moment’s 
notice for the consolation of the sick and dying. 
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It is difficult for us today to believe that 150 years ago clergy were thrown into jail 
in the Church of England for advocating the teaching of the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist but such was the case.  Clergy were thrown in jail for 
placing crosses, flowers and candles on the altar, wearing vestments, having choirs 
vested in procession with processional crosses, mixing wine and water in the 
chalice, using incense, allowing the Agnus Dei (O Lamb of God who taketh away 
the sins of the world) to be sung. 
 

Origins of the Confraternity 
 
The Confraternity was founded, as Canon Carter specifically pointed out, to 
support those who, like Father Arthur Tooth, were persecuted for their beliefs.  In 
1865 a young American priest went to England to meet with Fr. Richard Muse 
Benson in order to become a member of the Society of St. John the Evangelist 
(SSJE); his name was Charles Chapman Grafton.  Fr. Grafton became a member of 
the Cowley fathers but, in addition, he met with Canon Carter and, upon his return 
to the United States founded the American Province of the Confraternity of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  Fr. Grafton, as a priest associate of the Confraternity admitted 
the first associates in the American Province (2 priests and a layman) on 
September 11, 1867 in St. Paul’s Chapel of Trinity Parish in New York City. 
 

Even as the Confraternity began its work, its policies came under 
attack by many of the hierarchy of the American Church, as their 
brethren in England had objected to what the Confraternity of the 
Blessed Sacrament advocated as un-Anglican and un-Episcopalian.  
However as the ritual movement began to spread, it became the focus 
of legislative action by the dominant Protestant element in the 
General Convention of 1871 and again in 1874 to prohibit any of the 
ceremonies, which characterized the Catholic movement. 

 
A canon of ritual conformity was passed at the 1874 Convention prohibiting “any 
act of adoration of or toward the Elements in the Holy Communion”.  On the floor 
of the General Convention the Rev. Dr. James DeKoven, a native of Middletown 
Connecticut and a Deputy from the Diocese of Wisconsin, said “You may take 
away from us, if you will, every external ceremony; you may take away altars, and 
super-altars, lights and incense and vestments, you may take away, if you will, the 
eastward position; you may take away every possible ceremony; and you may 
command us to celebrate at the altar of God without any external symbolism 
whatever.  You may give us the most barren of all observances, and we will 
submit to you.  But, gentlemen, the very moment any one says we shall not adore 
our Lord present in the Eucharist, then from a thousand hearts will come the 
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answer, ‘Let me die in my own country, and be buried in the grave of my father 
and mother”.  For to adore Christ’s person in his Sacrament, that is the inalienable 
privilege of every Christian and Catholic heart.  How we do it, the way we do it, 
the ceremonies with which we do it, are utterly indifferent.  The thing itself is what 
we plead for.” 
 

Dekoven was a true prophet — the canon lasted only thirty years and 
in that time there was only one trial under its provision, that of Father 
Prescott of the Society of Saint John the Evangelist in Boston, who 
suffered no more than an Episcopal admonition.  (It is interesting that 
the present Bishop of Massachusetts, whose predecessor admonished 
Fr. Prescott, is, himself, a monk of the Society of St. John the 
Evangelist).  Before long, Father Grafton became the Superior of the 
Confraternity and the Bishop of Fond du Lac. 

 
One of the ideas, which the Confraternity put forward, was to have a daily Mass 
during the meetings of General Convention.  Now, of course, this was not an 
official part of the Convention but was celebrated in a nearby parish church.  This 
caused quite a stir but nothing could be done about it. 
 

The Confraternity Today 
 
The Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament exists to this day with its principles 
unchanged, the devotions of its Associates, lay and clergy still made each day.  
And what are those principles, by the way?  With the adoption of the Book of 
Common Prayer in 1979, the Holy Communion, the Eucharist, the Lord’s Supper, 
commonly called the Mass, became the principle Sunday service of worship in 
every parish in the Episcopal Church. 
 

And in even the lowest and broadest of parishes, the Blessed 
Sacrament is reserved — not, I suppose, for the service of 
Benediction, but for administration to the sick.  And what of 
everything else — all those manifestations of the ritual movement?  
Well, just look around you!  Even our Cathedral has stations of the 
cross, the reserved sacrament (even if it is out in the sacristy), 
candles, flowers, decorated altars, and a side chapel dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 
Of course here at Grace Church we have it all — and it is the result of the 
members of the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament who endured attacks and 
persecution for the Anglo-Catholic position in the Church.  And General  
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Convention — why, there is Mass every day as part of the agenda – celebrated 
with vested choirs and bishops in copes and mitres and vestments behind gorgeous 
altars and candles and flowers, with processional crosses, croziers and even a 
Presiding Bishop with a primatial cross!  And, well you get the picture.  By the 
way, James Dekoven has been a saint in Lesser Feast and Fasts for a very long 
time.  And, guess who was added this year by the General Convention — no less a 
person than the Rt. Rev. Charles Chapman Grafton, Bishop of Fond du Lac and 
Superior of the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament for twenty years! 

 
My goodness!  Who would ever have thought it? 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

All Saint’s Day  1 
INVITATION  

SUNDAY 

 

2 

 

All Soul’s Day  3 
(tr. from 11/2) 

4 
 

5 6 7 

 

Pentecost  XXIII 8 9 10 Veteran’s Day 11 
St. Martin  of Tours 

12 13 

 

14 

St. Martin of Tours  15 
and Dedication 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

Christ the King  22 23 24 25 Thanksgiving  26 
Day 

Office Closed  27 

 

 

28 

 

Advent I    29 ST. ANDREW  30 
THE APOSTLE 

 

     

���� �

����	
�� �

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

 

Arts & Crafts Show/ 
Marketplace / Bake Sale 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

 

 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

 

12:15 p.m. 
Vestry Meeting 

 

 

5:30 p.m. 
Healing Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Contemplative 
Prayer Group 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

7 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

7 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

 

7 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 
 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. 
Thursday Gathering 

 

6 p.m. 
Solemn High Mass 

 

Potluck Supper 
 

 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. 
Thursday Gathering 

 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

 

November Notes 
 

Daylight Savings Ends (Sunday, 1st, 2 a.m.) 
INVITATION SUNDAY/ALL SAINTS’ DAY  (Sunday, 1st) ~ Following 10:30 a.m. Solemn High Mass:  

Arts & Crafts Showcase, Marketplace and Bake Sale during Festive Coffee Hour 
All Souls’ Day (Tuesday, 3rd): 6 p.m.~ High Mass with Special Music followed by Potluck Supper 

Parkville Classicals (7th, 7:30 p.m.) ~ Jasper Quartet 
St. Martin of Tours and Celebration of the Dedication of Grace Church (Sunday, 15th) 

Christ the King (Sunday, 22nd)  Thanksgiving (Thursday, 27th)~10 a.m. Low Mass 
Education Hour (Sundays, 9:45 a.m.) Healing Mass (Tuesday, 10th, 5:30 p.m.) 

Thursday Gatherings (Thursday, 5th, 12th, 7 p.m.)     Contemplative Prayer Group (Tuesday, 17th, 7 p.m.) 
Vestry Meeting (22nd ~ 12:15 Rector’s Office) 

Thanksgiving Pantry Food Packing (Monday, 23, 3:30 p.m.)    Pantry Distribution (Tuesday, 24, 9 ~ 11 a.m.) 
  

10 a.m. Low Mass 

 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

Daylight Savings Ends 
 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

7 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Parkville Classicals 
Jasper Quartet 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

Advent II       6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Advent III      13 14 

 

15 16 17 18 19 

Advent IV     20 ST. THOMAS  21 
THE APOSTLE 

 

22 23 Christmas Eve 24 

 

The Nativity of  25 
Our Lord 

Jesus Christ 

St. Stephen,   26 
Deacon and Martyr 

 

ST. JOHN   27 
APOSTLE & 

EVANGELIST 

 

Holy Innocents 28 

 

29 30 31 

 

  

  

   
  

���� �

��
�	
�� �

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

 

4:00 p.m. 
Lessons & Carols 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

 

12:00 noon 
Greening of Church 
 

12:15 
Vestry Meeting 

 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:45 a.m.  
Education Hour 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

 

Christmas Services and Events 
at Grace Church 

 

Christmas Eve: 
10:30 p.m. Musical Prelude: 

Hymns & Anthems of the Season 
11:00 p.m. Festal High Mass 

Refreshments following midnight mass 
 

Christmas Day: 
10:00 a.m. Low Mass with Hymns 

December Notes 
Lessons & Carols (Sunday, 13th, 4 p.m.) 

Christmas Toy Distribution (Saturday, 19th 9 a.m.) 
Church decorating (Sunday, 20th, ~12:00 noon) 

Vestry Meeting (Sunday, 20th ~12:15 p.m. Rector’s Office) 
Education Hour (Sundays, 9:45 a.m.) 

Thursday Gatherings (Thursdays, 3rd, 10th, 17th, 7 p.m.) 
Healing Mass (Tuesday, 8th, 5:30 p.m.) 

Contemplative Prayer Group (Tuesday, 1st, 15th, 29th, 7 p.m.) 
Christmas/New Years Pantry Food Packing (Monday, 21, 28 3:30 p.m.) 

Pantry Distribution  (Tuesday, 22nd, 29th, 9 ~ 11 a.m.) 

10 a.m. Low Mass 
with Hymns 

 

Office Closed 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

 

7 p.m. Contemplative 
Prayer Group 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

5:30 p.m. 
Healing Mass 

9 a.m. 
Toy Distribution 

 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

 
7 p.m.  

Choir Rehearsal 

Office Closed 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

 

7 p.m.  
Choir Rehearsal 

 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m.  
Thursday Gathering 

 

Grace Notes Deadline 
 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m.  
Thursday Gathering 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m.  
Thursday Gathering 

 

10:30 p.m. 
Musical Prelude 

 

11 p.m. 
Festal High Mass 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club”  

 
7 p.m.  

Choir Rehearsal 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Contemplative 
Prayer Group 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

 

7 p.m.  
Choir Rehearsal 

9 a.m. Pantry 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

 

7 p.m. Contemplative 
Prayer Group 

9:30 a.m.  
Silver/Brass 
Polishing 
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"Vita Sancti Martini” 

 

A Best Seller of the 4th Century 
By ELIZABETH MACKIERNAN MIEL 

 
Sulpicius Severus’ Life of Saint Martin (Vita Sancti Martini, Episcopi et 
Confessoris) was written in Gaul toward the end of Martin’s lifetime (Martin died 
in 397), and by the year 400 was already being copied and read in Rome, 
Carthage, and Egypt. 
 

Along with Athanasius’ Life of Saint Antony, Sulpicius’ work became 
one of the main models for future medieval hagiographic writing.  
Sulpicius gave up wealth and a successful career as a lawyer to lead a 
semi-monastic life devoting himself to the literary service of God, 
writing works to inspire others to take up the ascetic life. 

 
Beginning with a self-deprecatory introduction, which was a necessity for pious 
biographers of late antiquity and the early middle ages, Sulpicius claims he is only 

allowing his work to be read under protest to please 
an imaginary (?) friend, Desiderius: 
 
“I feared my unpolished style might offend 
my readers — as I am sure will happen — 
and I should be deemed deserving of general 
censure for having had the temerity to 
appropriate a subject better left to more 
competent writers….but you asked for it 
again and again.” 
 
However he soon warms to his subject and presents 
an exciting series of stories of the life of the heroic 
Martin, monk and missionary bishop.  The famous 

story of Martin and the beggar occurs early in the Life when the young soldier, 
Martin, still a catechumen, heroically cuts his winter cloak in half to clothe a 
shivering poor man on the road and then sees Jesus in a vision wearing the cloak 
that Martin gave HIM. 
 

(The picture above is by Simone Martini and shows Martin abandoning his arms). 
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Martin’s life is full of marvels and astonishing events.  After he 
leaves his commission in the emperor’s army — choosing instead to 
become a soldier of God — he goes to study with St. Hilary.  At first 
refusing to be ordained a deacon, because he thinks that is too 
prestigious an office for him, Martin does allow Hilary to ordain him 
to the minor order of exorcist. 

 
Before and after becoming a bishop, Martin led a life of heroism and spiritual 
adventure.  Sulpicius recounts story after story showing how God uses Martin in 
miraculous ways to spread the Gospel, convert brigands on the road, defeat Pagan 
gods, contend with Arian heretics, unmask pseudo-prophets, do battle with the 
Devil, perform miracles and spectacular healings.  Martin is often in danger, but 
God is always close to him, speaking to him in dreams; the Devil also appears to 
him frequently and threatens never to be far away. 
 

Sulpicius’ book was immensely popular.  It attracted young people to 
a life of prayer and missionary courage and was a favorite reading in 
monastery refectories.  It was apparently especially influential in the 
churches of Ireland and the Celtic missions. 

 
Sulpicius ends his account with this statement: 

 
“But now my book must be brought to an end, and my discourse 
finished.  This is not because all that was worthy of being said 
concerning Martin is now exhausted, but because I — just as sluggish 
poets grow less careful towards the end of their work — give over, 
being baffled by the immensity of the matter.  For, although his 
outward deeds could in some sort of way be set forth in words, no 
language, I truly own, can ever be capable of describing his inner life 
and daily conduct, and his mind always bent upon the things of 
heaven.” 

 
It is still an exciting book to read – quite short (25 pages) and full of interest.  The 
version I am familiar with is the translation by Carolyn White published in Early 
Christian Lives (Penguin, 1998).  You can also find it on the internet in Latin or in 
English translation. 
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Dr. Han with a young patient. 
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A Mission to Mexico 
By SHAREN BAKER 

 
Part of a mission trip with Dr. Minh Han involves hours of preparatory work 
breaking down, consolidating, and packing donated medicines and supplies.  This 
is how I met my traveling companions for our trip to Torreón.  We were six in 
number.  Tia and Eric are high school seniors.  Ariela is a senior in College.  Jean, 
like me, is retired. 
 

Because so much had been donated for this trip, our travel allowance 
of luggage was needed for ten fifty-pound duffle bags of medicine, 
clothing, toys, books, and Bibles. 

 
We set out with high expectations and got our first surprise at the Torreón airport 
(arriving late at night) where all of the medicine was confiscated.  The authorities 
viewed the medicine as imported items for which a 15% duty needed to be paid.  

The medicine had been organized 
for the different locations where 
the clinics were planned.  We had 
to stay at the airport for the hours 
that it took us to re-organize the 
medicine as required by the airport 
staff. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of Kim 
and Larry, the American 
missionaries living in 
Torreón, a small amount of 
the medicine was released.  
Further negotiations would 
need to be made with 
Customs officials at a 
different location. 
 
We were housed with two different 
families.  Our meals were provided 
by these and other families who 
belonged to one of three churches.  
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I especially enjoyed the tortillas made by hand (apparently a dying art) and those 
obtained fresh each morning at a tortilleria where we could get a hot sample as it 
emerged from the machine. 
 

We attended church services on Sunday.  We took turns leading brief 
daily devotions. 

 
In the six days of clinics, Dr. Han saw close to 600 patients.  High blood pressure, 
diabetes and pain were common problems.  Other complaints included allergies, 
arthritis, fungal and gum infections, breast cancer, STDs, and AIDS.  Two minor 
surgeries were performed. 
 

You can imagine the doctor’s frustration at not having adequate 
medicine to treat all of the problems.  Each day Dr. Han, along with 
one of the missionaries and one of the Pastors, would go to the 
Customs office to try to get the medicine released. 

 
While Dr. Han worked with patients, Eric took blood pressures, and the rest of us 
worked in “the pharmacy” (a table with canvas bags holding baggies of the 
medicines we had) or giving out the clothes and toys we had brought.  I was able 
to do Reiki on the patients that were in pain and to demonstrate shoulder and neck 
exercises for those who needed them. 
 

Each of the three churches, located in the city of Torreón, provided a 
space for its clinic.  We were scheduled to work at the last location 
for the last three days.  This area is a very large collection of shacks 
made of wooden pallets (with plastic or canvas inner walls and roofs).  
The floors are made of dirt.  There is electricity but no running water 
or bathrooms. 

 
We were unable to hold the clinic on the third day because there had been heavy 
rains the night before and the entire area (including the shacks) was flooded.  An 
alternative location was found on higher ground. 
 

We were grateful for the warm reception we received from our host 
families and from the clinic patients.  We enjoyed ourselves and all 
look forward to future mission trips with Dr. Han. 
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“Toward the End of Ordinary Time” 

New Book Explores Impact of 9/11 
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Just nine days after September 11, 2001, Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel and her 
husband, Jan, nervously decided to go ahead with a planned trip to Paris.  Over the 
course of two weeks, the couple visited their favorite neighborhoods, museums 
and many, many churches.  Elizabeth, a member of Grace Church with a Master’s 
degree in Islamic Studies, found herself filling journal after journal with 
reflections on war, prejudice, art, and foreign cultures.  In her new book, Toward 
the End of Ordinary Time, published by Watson Hill Press in September, she 
examines the impact of 9/11 on her own faith.  She writes: 

“The Event of September 11th without warning fills my 
mind again.  Could hijackers fly a plane full of jet fuel 
into the Eiffel Tower?  Into the tower of Notre Dame de 
Paris?  The thought makes me feel nauseated.  During this 
extraordinary and terrible month of September 2001, I 
have awakened several times in the mornings and vomited 
although I was not sick.  It was almost like the morning 
sickness of pregnancy.  I am also wondering how long it 
will be before our planes begin to bomb the city of Kabul.  
Everyone says it is bound to happen.  This also makes me 
want to vomit.”  [From Notre Dame de Paris, p. 33] 

Elizabeth is a regular contributor to Grace Notes and an 
artist, writer, scholar, translator, and volunteer hospital and hospice chaplain.  She 
studied Russian language and literature at Boston University, completed an M.Phil 
in linguistics at Yale University and a Master’s degree in Islamic Studies at the 
Hartford Seminary.  She works part-time at Wesleyan University and serves as an 
acolyte and lay minister at Grace Church.  Her novel Ancestors Maybe was 
published under the name Elizabeth MacKiernan by Burning Deck Press.  Her 
fiction and poetry have appeared in numerous publications.� � She is an exhibited 
artist and is registered in the Artists Registry of the ECVA (Episcopal Church & 
Visual Arts, Inc.). 
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Finding Emmaus Has Arrived! 
By PAMELA S. K. GLASNER 

 

If anyone had ever told me I’d consider a UPS truck to be the most beautiful 
vehicle in the world, I’d have thought they were nuts.  But there I was, standing in 
my doorway, with a smile on my face that began at the right side of my mouth and 
wrapped around my head three times before it ended at the left, gazing upon this 
dark brown truck as if it was about to deliver the Pearly Gates themselves. 
 

Finding Emmaus has finally arrived. 
 
It doesn’t matter that this whole thing began on a frigid wintry morning at a 
secluded monastery in upstate New York more than a year ago, not any more than 
it matters that I knew, all during the five months it took me research and write 
Finding Emmaus, that this 
moment would come.  I’d been 
promised an October launch by 
my publisher, and I’d been given a 
tracking number a week in 
advance, and I’d had ample 
warning my books were on their 
way, and when the truck was 
opened and the cases were lifted 
out, none of that mattered one bit.  
Nothing - and I mean NOTHING - 
had prepared me for what it would 
feel like when I held my book in 
my hands for the first time.        PAMELA with the first copies of her first book. 
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Editor’s Note:  Finding Emmaus was profiled in the last issue of Grace Notes.  It is published 
by Emerald Book Company, an imprint of Greenleaf Book Group, and is available through 
your local bookstore and through www.Amazon.com. 
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      SENIOR WARDEN’S 
           CORNER 

By ROB DUNCAN  
Senior Warden 
Stewardship Chairperson  
 

The 2010 Stewardship Campaign is now underway.  I am honored to have been 
asked to serve as this year’s Chairperson.  If you haven’t already received one, 
pledge cards will be arriving shortly.  The Stewardship Committee appreciates 
your prompt response in returning your pledge card.  The sooner we have them in, 
the faster the Vestry can put together the budget for next year. 
 

We appreciate the impact the economic conditions have had on us all 
personally.  At the same time, these same pressures affect the 
operations of Grace.  The pledges we receive from you each year help 
to fund, not only the lights and other operating expenses, but also 
many very important ministries we hold near and dear to our hearts. 

 
The goal of this year’s campaign is $137,500, which is a 10% increase over the 
2009 campaign.  Some of the increase will come from folks that may not have 
pledged in the past, but we will need parishioners who are able to increase their 
pledge to do so.  This will allow us to continue to operate without taking on 
additional debt or relying too heavily on our endowment. 
 

We kept the increase very modest and only factored in expected 
increases in utility costs.  Our overarching goal is to eventually 
operate with a surplus so that we do not continue to deplete the 
endowment.  Programs funded by Grace are carefully reviewed by the 
Vestry to ensure the charity of our parishioners is carefully spent.  
The results of the Stewardship Campaign will be presented at our 
Annual Meeting in January. 

 
We ask you to be as generous as you are able so that we may continue in all of our 
good works.  Thank you all in advance for continuing to support Grace and 
helping to strengthen our fine parish. 
 

  



22 

     JUNIOR WARDEN’S 
               CORNER 

By BILL PASCUCCI 
Junior Warden 
 

The condition of the Church and Rectory is very good.  We had a relatively good 
summer, with the exception of roof leaks, and this fortune has followed us into the fall.  
Major repairs were made to the rectory roof and there have been no major repairs or 
equipment failures to the Church during this period. 
 

Current projects in the Church revolve around an intermittent leak in the 
vestibule.  This leak has required us to temporarily remove the icon of St. 
Michael to preserve it from water damage.  We will have this leak isolated 
and repaired very soon, and the icon of St. Michael will be returned to its 
place of prominence. 

 
The rainfall of the summer kept the lawns and gardens looking brilliant through the 
entire season, and special thanks goes to all of those volunteers who have assisted in the 
gardening and weed control. 
 

As many of you may recall from the 2009–2010 Budget, the Vestry 
decided to reduce the monthly allocation of funds to property maintenance 
to help balance the budget.  This did not mean that funds would not be 
available for repairs; it means that the account would not be funded this 
fiscal year.  If a repair became necessary, it would be completed and the 
funds would be available for payment.  Of course, if a repair were 
required, the budget deficit would increase. 

 
Our scheduled fall projects are limited to preparation for the winter months and include 
a tune-up of our heating system and a testing of the wall timers for outside lighting as 
the days grow shorter.  We are also planning to work on repairing the broken hand 
painted window in the rear of the church.  Aside from some small maintenance items at 
the Church and Rectory, we do not foresee any huge expenses before the end of the 
year. 
 

If there are any suggestions or ideas that you believe will benefit our 
property and/or our parishioners, please do not hesitate to let me know. 

   



23 

Happy Birthday to Us! 
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“Grace Church…was an outgrowth of the most impressive expansion in the whole 
history of the Episcopal Church in Hartford….  A suburban region to the 
southwest [of the city], already known as “Parkville,” … was not (as it is now) a 
district of factories, tenements, and apartments, but rather a semi-rural village of 
widely scattered residences set in large lots and surrounded by gardens, fields and 
woods. 
 

“There were four streets, and only two of them – Park Street and 
Sisson Avenue — bore their present names.  New Park Avenue, now 
a broad boulevard, was a dirt lane called Baker Street or Road.  On 
the east side, opposite the present site of Grace Church, stood a brick 
schoolhouse, the forerunner of the New Park Avenue School.  
Prospect Avenue, then another dirt lane, bore two names, South of 
Park Street it was called McKeeg Road, from a family of that name 
living on the south side of Park Street about opposite the entrance of 
the present Rowe Avenue.  North of Park Street it became Prospect 
Hill Road. 

 

“Although it was traversed by the railroad, Parkville was a somewhat isolated 
section, because there were no trolley cars or buses.  To get there people rode in a 
horse carriage or “buggy”; or they walked over the dirt roads, which were very 
dusty in summer, and in the winter and spring were ribbons of deep, sticky red 
mud.  Persons living in the 1930’s had vivid memories of the mud, which ruined 
their shoes and stockings.” 
   

����

���� ���������������������������� ��� � ���������������� ��� � ������������ ��� � 	����	����	����	���� ����
�
Many thanks to Tori Burns, Rob Duncan, Bill Pascucci, Elaine Phillips, Sharen Baker, Fr. Max, 
Fr. Carroon, and Fr. Pokorny for their help and suggestions with this issue of “Grace Notes.”  
Contributions from others are always welcome and may be sent to me at any time at 
klemonskie@aol.com. 

EDWARD S. KLEMONSKI, Editor. 
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November~December 2009 Issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are receiving this newsletter 
in error or wish to be taken off the 
mailing list, please notify the 
Church office. 
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All concerts are on Saturday evenings in the church.  They are free and 
start at 7:30 p.m.  Seating is limited and on a first-come basis.  A 
reception in the Parish Hall to meet the musicians follows each concert. 
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55 New Park Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 

 
www.gracehartford.org 

gracehartford@sbcglobal.net 


