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The Rev. Richard A. Maxwell, Rector 
55 New Park Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

860 233-0825 www.gracehartford.org 
 

DEAR 
FRIENDS  

By Fr. RICHARD A. MAXWELL 
Rector 
 

 
I’m delighted to announce that Grace has been assigned a deacon for next year.  
THE REV. GARY MONGILLO (pronounced “MAHN-jeh-low”) will be joining 
us beginning on Sunday, January 11, 2009.  I expect that this announcement will 
spark many questions, and elsewhere in this issue you’ll find an introductory 
article by GARY, along with some general information about what a deacon is and 
does.  But I also expect that you’d like to know how this all came about, and I’ll 
try to tell you. 
 

One of the objectives of our strategic plan is to become more deeply 
connected to our parish neighborhood.  Our food pantry, “A Place of 
Grace,” does a superb job of providing free groceries to more than 
200 families each week under the leadership of CAROL HILTON 
assisted by JUNE BLACKSTEN and a team of extraordinary 
volunteers.  Nevertheless, it has long been clear to me that there 
might be other ways for us to connect with and serve Parkville in 
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conjunction with other neighborhood organizations.  This sort of 
outreach effort is exactly what a deacon does. 
 

A deacon also has a specific role in the liturgy: announcing the summary of the 
Law, proclaiming the Gospel, inviting the congregation to make their confession, 
setting the table, distributing Communion, and dismissing the people.  FR. 
CARROON has beautifully fulfilled this role for many years, but several months 
ago he expressed an interest in retiring from the altar.  (Don’t worry, he’s not 
retiring from Grace . . . parishioners will simply find him sitting in a pew rather 
than in the sanctuary, and he has graciously offered to continue to fill in for me 
when I am away.) 
 

These two facts, our stated desire to expand our outreach in the 
neighborhood, and FR. CARROON’S desire to retire from the altar, 
led me to request a deacon from the diocese.  After writing BISHOP 
LAURA AHRENS (who oversees the deacons in Connecticut) and 
meeting with the Archdeacon, DON RICHEY, I was given GARY’S 
name.  He and I met several times and your wardens, ROB DUNCAN 
and BILL PASCUCCI, also met with him.  Several priests have 
spoken highly of GARY to me, as have parishioners at St. James’ 
Glastonbury, which is where GARY is currently assigned.  After all 
these conversations GARY and I decided, “It’s a go.”  We’re lucky to 
have GARY joining us! 

 
One more question might also be on your minds.  As the vestry asked me, “What’s 
he gonna cost?”  Deacons are non-stipendiary clergy, which means that they are 
not paid a salary, nor given benefits.  Grace will be responsible for paying 
$1,000.00 each year toward any continuing education GARY undertakes, as well 
as reimbursing him for any necessary expenses related to his ministry.  These are 
very small amounts in return for the many gifts and ministry that GARY will be 
offering us.  Again, we’re lucky to have GARY joining us! 
 

I expect that, even after reading this edition of the newsletter, there 
will still be some unanswered questions.  Please don’t hesitate to ask 
them.  But I also hope that you’ll join me both in thanking FR. 
CARROON for his many gifts to the parish, and in welcoming 
Deacon GARY on January 11. 

 
Peace! 
Max+ 
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             FINANCIAL  
                CORNER 

By ELAINE PHILLIPS 
Treasurer 

 
We are approaching the end of the year (tick, tock), so that means we will soon be 
talking to you about next year — the new budget and your pledges. 
 

I will leave it to those in charge of the stewardship campaign to 
discuss pledges directly, but we have some preliminary information 
on the budget.  As always, we are expecting the greatest increases in 
the line items for salaries, insurance, and utilities. 

 
Salaries will be increased by 4% across the board, up from a 3% increase last year.  
The minimum schedules for clergy have already been voted by the Diocesan 
Executive Council, so this is a firm figure. 
 

Insurance rates have been projected by the Diocese to increase by 
10% for medical insurance and 5% for property/liability insurance.  
These are actually lower than many years in the past, so this is 
welcome news. 

 
Utility rates are still up in the air as of this writing, although I have seen a national 
estimated increase of 24% for natural gas.  I will be getting a more accurate 
estimate soon, I hope, for both gas and electricity. 
 

We will be keeping the parish informed as we get more information.  
By the time of the next newsletter, we will have the final budget 
figures. 

 
 

 

 

We Give Thanks . . . 
 

Thanksgiving morning, Thursday, November 27, 2008, there will be a Low Mass at 10:00 a.m. 
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What’s a Deacon? 
 

By The Rev. RICHARD A. MAXWELL 

 
A deacon is not an assistant priest but a member of an order of ordained ministry 
with a unique calling to serve the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely. 
 

Bishop LAURA AHRENS describes their ministry as providing a 
bridge between the church and the world.  They go out from the 
church to serve the world, but they are also called to bring the world 
to the church “interpreting to the church the needs, concerns, and 
hopes of the world.”  See the Book of Common Prayer pages 537-547 
(especially pages 543 and 544) and page 856. 

 
Aspiring deacons in the Diocese of Connecticut must follow a discernment 
process and training program, which may lead to ordination.  Two parishioners at 
Grace are at different stages of this process.  DENNIS KANE is participating in 
“The Ministry Exploration and Education Program” (MEEP), which is a two year 
long discernment process.  KATHY JAEGER has completed MEEP and is 
participating in the diaconal training program, which is a year and a half long and 
culminates in ordination.  There is a diocesan committee appointed to oversee 
these efforts, and its members work with Archdeacon DON RICHEY and Bishop 
LAURA AHRENS. 

 
Deacons are assigned to parishes by the 
bishop and may be reassigned every three 
years to serve other parishes.  At each, they 
sign letters of agreement specifying their 
responsibilities and roles. 

 
More information about deacons and the diaconate can 
be found in the newspaper of the Connecticut diocese, 
Good News, which is running a series of four profiles on 
deacons.  The second profile, of KYLE PEDERSEN, 
appears in the current fall issue of the newspaper.  The 
information in this article about deacons was adapted 
from that source. 
 
This page: a painting of St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr, from the Demifoff Altarpiece by Carlo Crivelli (1476).  He 
is 1 of the first 7 deacons of the Church and is shown holding the Gospel and a martyr’s palm.  The objects around 
his head and body are depictions of the rocks which were used to kill him. 
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New Deacon for Grace Church  
 
 

 

 
 
The Rev. Gary Mongillo is shown here at St. James’ Episcopal 
Church in Glastonbury, CT, where he is now serving as Deacon.  He 
will start his duties as Deacon here at Grace Episcopal Church on 
January 11, 2009.  Gary lives in Southington, Connecticut, with his 
wife, Lori, and son, Danny, age 23. 

 

 

My Message to the People of Grace 
 

By Deacon GARY MONGILLO 

  
When talking about one’s life history, it is so hard to cover everything that life has 
taught you, so I will limit my history to the highlights of my Spiritual journey. 
 

I was raised in a Roman Catholic, Italian family.  We went to Church 
every Sunday and Holy Day, and on Sundays after Mass we would 
have a family dinner, all invited.  Many times on Sundays in the 
summer we would visit Shrines.  Lourdes of Litchfield was the 
favorite. 

 
When I was ten, my mother passed away, and we stopped going to Church.  But I 
continued to pray.  When I was going to college—I went to Tunxis Community 
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College for a couple of years—I began searching other religions and philosophies.  
I drifted away from God.  During this period my marriage came to an end, and I 
reassessed my life.  With the help of my Uncle Andy, a deacon, I re-found Jesus.  
Shortly after, my marriage to my wife Lori was restored. 
 

I became part of a Charismatic prayer group and became active in my 
parish.  I taught CCD.  I was head of the Men’s retreat group for a 
while, and I taught at the prayer group meetings.  In 1988, I was 
professed in the Secular Third Order of St. Francis. 

 
In college I took all the psychology courses they offered, plus marriage and the 
family and other sociology courses.  I also took a correspondence course on 
Franciscan Spirituality from St. Francis College in Pennsylvania. 
 

After serving my Church for about 15 years, I found myself one day 
at an Episcopal church.  I was always curious about its Mass.  It was 
so beautiful, I could not believe it, and I went back a second time.  I 
began reading about what the Episcopal Church was all about.  I kept 
saying, “That’s what I believe.  That’s what I believe.  I have found 
my home.”  I then signed up for MEEP—the Ministry Exploration 
and Education Program—which is a two-year study and discernment 
program.  It was during this time that I felt called to be a Deacon and, 
thanks to St. James’ and the Rev. Nancy Gossling, I learned a lot 
about what being a Deacon means.  But that is another story to be 
shared. 

 
This is a short version of many years of God working in my life.  I also want to 
add that my wife and I have an autistic son, Danny, who has given me more 
Spiritual knowledge than any book could have.  He has taught me to be more like 
a child, relying totally on God’s good gifts. 
 

Peace and All Good, 
Deacon Gary+ 

 
Deacon Gary Joins Us Jan. 11, 2009 
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The Birth of Light and the Birth of Jesus 
 

By ELIZABETH MAC KIERNAN MIEL 

 
The feast of the Nativity of the Lord comes to us here in the Northern Hemisphere 
just as the Winter Solstice is occurring.  As we experience the shortest days and 
the longest nights, when darkness appears to be overcoming the world, then the 
son of God is born, and the Sun itself stops its decline and begins to recover its 
strength.  This is not just a coincidence. 
 

 
The day of the year on which 
Christ was born is not 
mentioned in the Bible and his 
nativity was not a feast day in 
the earliest church.  Indeed, 
Clement of Alexandria in the 
early 3rd century could speculate 
that Jesus was born on May 
20th. 

 
In the ancient world, December 25 
was celebrated as the feast of Sol 
Invictus, “the unconquered sun,” 
which is associated with the mystery 
religion of Mithras. Mithras, was 
originally an Iranian deity and became 
the focus of a widespread cult in the 
Roman Empire where he was 
venerated as the slayer of the cosmic 
bull.  His devotees were all males.  
They worshipped in artificial caves, 
celebrating rituals of purification and 
sharing sacred meals. 
 
At the left is a Double-faced Mithraic relief from 
Rome, 2nd to 3rd century C.E., now at the Louvre 
Museum in Paris.  Top: Mithras killing the bull, being 
looked over by the Sun god and the Moon goddess. 
Bottom:  Mithras banqueting with the Sun god.) 
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Mithras cultists could be initiated into 7 stages of secret knowledge.  
Mithraism was especially popular with Roman soldiers, and hundreds 
of temple sites are known around Rome and in the western frontiers 
of the empire.  A number of Christian churches in Italy and France are 
built on top of old temples of Mithras. 

 
When Constantine adopted Christianity as the religion of the empire, some of the 
pagan feasts around the solstice and the New Year were converted to Christian use 
as well.  The rebirth of the sun at the winter solstice was an appropriate time to 
celebrate the birth of the savior, the Light of the World. 
 

Jesus’ death and resurrection occurring near the feast of Passover is 
always celebrated soon after the vernal equinox.  The Church Fathers 
thought it appropriate to assume that Jesus was conceived at the same 
time of the year as he died, so that the cycle of his incarnation is 

synchronized with the cycle 
of the sun.  That is, Jesus’ 
conception (the Feast of the 
Annunciation), March 25, is 
nine months before the Feast 
of the Nativity, December 25. 

 
And so, Jesus is conceived at the Vernal 
Equinox at the beginning of Spring, is 
born on the Winter Solstice at the rebirth 
of the sun, and dies and is resurrected 
again in the Spring. 
 

A sense of longing for the light 
and a feeling of anxiety and 
sorrow around the Solstice is 
common to most people — there 
is even a name for the syndrome 
of depression at this time of year:  
SAD “Seasonal Affective 
Disorder.”  Our bodies and spirits 
require sunlight to stay healthy. 

German painting, 1457, by Johann Koerbecke. 
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At this time of year the secular culture as well as the religious 
traditions, Christian, Jewish, and neo-pagans, all light special lights 
— candles, menorahs, electric lights, Christmas trees, as well as 
illuminated figures of the Holy Family and of Santa Claus.  We 
decorate our homes and churches with reminders of new life in the 
form of evergreen plants, our Christmas trees and Advent wreaths, the 
holly and the ivy. 

 
Many Christian puritans have disapproved of the festivities of Christmas and tried 
to suppress them as ‘unbiblical,” and too worldly, too tainted with old pagan 
associations.  Nevertheless, the whole of nature and society in the Northern 
Hemisphere irrepressibly is turning in expectation toward the Sun, just as 
believers also turn in expectation toward the coming of the Son of God. 
 

Your nativity, O Christ, our God, 
has shed the light of knowledge upon the world. 
 
Through it, 
those who had been star-worshipers 
learned through a star to worship you, 
O Sun of Justice, 
and to recognize in you the one who rises 
and who comes from on high. 
 
O Lord, glory to you! 

From the Orthodox Liturgy of the Feast of the Nativity  

 
You gave us so many gifts on the day of your birth: 
A treasure chest of spiritual medicines for the sick; 
Spiritual light for the blind; 
The cup of salvation for the thirsty; 
The bread of life for the hungry. 
 
In the winter when trees are bare, 
You give us the most succulent spiritual fruit. 
 
In the frost when the earth is barren, 
You bring new hope to our souls. 
 
In December when seeds are hidden in the soil, 
The staff of life springs forth from the virgin womb. 

St. Ephraim the Syrian (AD 306-373) 
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In Christmas Time 
 

By KYLE SWANN 
Organist and Choir Director 

 

Advent Lessons and Carols 
 
The traditional Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols will take place at 5 p.m. on 
Sunday 14 December, which falls on the Third Sunday of Advent.  Sung by the 
Grace Festival Choir, it is intended to be a preparation for the Christmas 
celebration.  Moving from “darkness” (the west end of the nave), the choir and 
clergy traditionally process to the high altar through the course of the service.  
Since Grace Church’s architecture doesn’t lend itself to that sort of movement, the 
choir simply moves to its accustomed place at the beginning of the service. 
 

Beginning with the traditional responsory Aspiciens a longe (“I look 
from afar,” adapted by Palestrina), the service contains six lessons 
from the prophet Isaiah and the Gospel accounts of the coming birth 
of the Savior.  Each lesson is accompanied by music for choir or 
congregation.  Lessons and Carols concludes with the Vesper 
Responsory and Lord’s Prayer. 

 
The readings, which form the core of the service, and the music all share Advent 
themes, saving the Christmas carols for the proper season.  After the conclusion of 
the service (about an hour), the choir hosts a reception in Nason Hall.  Last year’s 
Lessons and Carols was the first in several seasons to be conducted in the evening, 
and the response from those attending was overwhelming. 
 

Christmas Eve Solemn High Mass 
 
The Solemn High Mass of the Nativity (11 p.m. on Christmas Eve) will be 
preceded by a meditative prelude of Christmas carols and organ chorale preludes.  
Sung by the Festival Choir and whatever congregants arrive early, and beginning 
at 10:30 p.m., the before-Midnight Mass music offers the opportunity for everyone 
to sing a few carols.  Since a small number of congregational carols (about five) 
are sung during the Mass, the prelude is a meaningful opportunity to enjoy music 
of the Christmas season — especially for those who find that there are too few 
sung during the Mass proper. 
 

The choir retires before the Solemn High Mass, and then begins with 
a Procession singing the traditional Adeste fideles (“O come, all ye 
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faithful”). The Mass continues with Latin propers and the 
aforementioned carols for choir and congregation.  Communion 
concludes with a quiet singing of Stille Nacht (“Silent night”), and the 
final carol is sung after the Last Gospel is proclaimed. 

 
The congregation is invited and welcome (and expected!), after the choir and 
clergy have recessed, to join us in Nason Hall for a light reception.  The Precentor 
becomes the host and bartender, with signature eggnog (French recipe using 
cognac) and Brandy Alexander, which is his favorite seasonal treat. 
 

Epiphany 
 
Christmas continues with the celebration of the Epiphany (6 January 2009).  The 
choir sings the Solemn High Mass, complete with a Procession and the Pageant of 
the Kings presenting the Offertory gifts.  At the conclusion of the Mass, the choir 
sings the Farewell to Christ (“Thou must leave thy lowly dwelling”) from 
Berlioz’s L’enfance du Christ.  This effectively signals the end of the Christmas 
season, and the beginning of Jesus’s earthly ministry. 
 

 
 

  

 
CHRISTMAS AT GRACE 

 
Wednesday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve 

10:30 p.m. ~ Musical Prelude:  Hymns and Anthems of the Season 
11:00 p.m. ~ Solemn High Mass 

A Festive Reception Follows 
 

Thursday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m. ~ Low Mass with Hymns 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 

 All Saint’s Day  1 

 

All Saints’      2 
Sunday 

3 All Soul’s Day  4 
(tr. from 11/2) 

5 6 7 8 

Pentecost  XXVI 9 10 

 

St. Martin    11 
of Tours  

12 13 14 15 

Dedication    16 
and St. Martin  

17 18 19 20 21 22 

Christ the King 23 24 25 26 Thanksgiving  27 
Day 

Office Closed  28 
 

 

29 

 

Advent I    30 
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����	
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8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Solemn High Mass 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Sung Mass 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:30 a.m.  
Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 
 

Vestry Meeting 
 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Solemn High Mass 

Office Closed 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Healing Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 
 
 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 
 
 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 
 
 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

 
 

 

7 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

 

4:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 
 

4:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

 

4:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 
 

9 a.m. Pantry 
 
 

9 a.m. Pantry 
 

 

9 a.m. Pantry 
 
 

6 p.m. 
Solemn High Mass 

 

Potluck Supper 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Gatherings 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Gatherings 

November Notes  
 

All Souls’ Day (Tuesday, 4th): 6 p.m. High Mass with Special Music followed by Potluck Supper 
Healing Mass (2nd Tuesday, 5:30 p.m.)   Daylight Savings Ends (Sunday, 2nd) 
St. Martin of Tours and Celebration of the Dedication of Grace Church (Sunday, 16th) 
Thursday Gatherings (Thursdays, 7 p.m.): Sunday Readings Education Hour (Sundays, 9:30 a.m.) 
Thanksgiving (Thursday, 27th): 10 a.m. Low Mass 
 (Thanksgiving Pantry Food Packing: Monday, 24, 4:30 p.m.; Pantry Distribution: Tuesday, 25, 9 ~ 11 a.m.)  

Pledge cards due (Nov. 23rd)                     
 

10 a.m. Low Mass 
 

 

Veteran’s Day 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

Daylight Savings Ends 
 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Solemn High Mass 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

St. Andrew     1 
the Apostle 

(tr. from 11/30) 

 

2 3 4 5 6 

Advent II        7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Advent III      14 15

 

16 17 18 19 20 

Advent IV     21 St. Thomas   22 
the Apostle 

(tr. from 12/21) 

23 Christmas Eve 24 

 

The Nativity of  25 
Our Lord 

Jesus Christ 
 

St. Stephen,   26 
Deacon and Martyr 

 

St. John,      27 
Apostle and 
Evangelist 

 

Holy Innocents 28 29 30 31 

 

   

 
 

   

  
��� � �

��
�	
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8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Solemn High Mass 
 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Solemn High Mass 
 

5:00 p.m. 
Lessons & Carrols 
 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Solemn High Mass 
 

12:00 noon 
Greening of Church 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Solemn High Mass 

Christmas Services and Events at Grace Church 
 

Christmas Eve:  10:30 p.m. Musical Prelude: 
Hymns & Anthems of the Season 

11:00 p.m. Festal High Mass 
Refreshments following midnight mass 

 

Christmas Day:  10:00 a.m. Low Mass with Hymns 

December Notes 
Lessons & Carrols (Sunday, Dec. 14, 5 p.m) 
Christmas Toy Distribution (Dec. 20th 9 a.m.) 

Church decorating (Dec 21st, 12:00 noon) 
Education Hour (Sundays, 9:30 a.m.) 

Thursday Gatherings (Thursdays, 7 p.m.) 
Healing Mass (2nd Tuesday, 5:30 p.m.) 

Please see notes above for Christmas services and events!! 
 

10 a.m. Low Mass 
with Hymns 

 

Office Closed 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

5:30 p.m. 
Healing Mass 

7 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

7 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

 

7 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

 
 

9 a.m. 
Toy Distribution 

 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 
 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

Office Closed 

4:30 Pantry Food 
Packing 

4:30 Pantry 
Food 

Packing 

4:30 Pantry 
Food 

Packing 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Gatherings 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Gatherings 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Gatherings 

10:30 p.m. 
Musical Prelude 

 

11 p.m. 
Festal High Mass 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

4:30 Pantry Food 
Packing 

 

9 a.m. Pantry 

Office Closed 
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Artworks by 3 Parishioners 
On Exhibition in Nason Hall 

 
By EDWARD KLEMONSKI 

 

A fabulous exhibition of 24 pieces of art by members of Grace Episcopal Church 
opened in Nason Hall on Invitation Sunday, Sept. 28, 2008.  The artists 
represented are ELIZABETH MACKIERNAN  MIEL with 10 collages in the 
show, ALEX ILIUTA with 5 oil paintings and a mosaic, and PAUL KLINE with 6 
HDR images and 2 pinhole pieces. 
 

Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel  
 

ELIZABETH lives in Middletown.  She has been painting, drawing, and pasting 
things together for many years but has only recently begun to exhibit her work.  
She is a member of the West Hartford Art League and the Art Guild of 
Middletown.  She is also a registered artist at www.ECVA.org (Episcopal Church 
& Visual Arts in Manhattan). 

 
A researcher by profession, she has no formal artistic 
training but is a graduate of Yale and the Hartford 
Seminary.  ELIZABETH (shown at the left) is active 
in ministry as a volunteer chaplain in hospice and 
hospital settings, and her work with the dying informs 
some of her recent art.  She has also published fiction 
under the name Elizabeth MacKiernan. 
 

She describes her collage this way: “My work in 
collage juxtaposes traditional religious and cultural 
images and fragments to ‘refresh the archetypes’ and 
awaken consciousness in this modern age when we 

have forgotten so much of our heritage of soul work.  Inevitably humor arises as 
well as awe in this medium and I find myself rewriting our religious history in a 
somewhat zany mixed-bag vocabulary of picture signs.” 
 

Alex Iliuta  
 

ALEX is a native of Romania.  He is of Hungarian ancestry.  His family is from 
Transylvania, which at different times during the 20th century has been part of 
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each country.  Two of his paintings in the current exhibit involve people from 
Transylvania. 
 
ALEX (shown at the right) immigrated to the United 
States in 1985, moving to Connecticut through the 
help of Catholic Family Charities.  He is a formally 
trained artist, has studied in Budapest, and is a 
certified art teacher.  He has taught in Newington and 
is interested in offering classes in painting at Grace. 
 
He currently lives in Wethersfield.  He has always 
been interested in landscape and still life painting but 
recently has turned to portrait painting.  He has a 
brother who now lives in Austria.  He and his wife, 
RUTH WILSON, were married in our church on October 25, and are members of 
our choir. 
 

Paul Kline 
 

PAUL earned a master’s degree in studio art and in art history and was a Fulbright 
Scholar to Poland, where he taught and completed research for his doctoral degree 
in art history.  During the 1970’s, he taught painting and art history in California, 
and exhibited his work extensively.  During the 1980’s, he began a second career 

in Washington, D.C., and later in Manhattan as a manager 
and finance director. 
 

After a 20-year absence from creating any art work, 
PAUL (shown at the left) moved to West Hartford 
with FR. MAX in 2004, and returned to his first 
career, focusing on painting, photography, and 
digital manipulation of images. He enjoys working 
on photographic series and experimental techniques 
in both photography and painting. 
 

His recent works have been exhibited locally at the West Hartford Art League and 
in shows in Connecticut, California, New York, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and 
Tennessee.  His web site at www.pklineart.com has more information. 
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“Lace Cap Hydrangea” (HDR image) by Paul Kline 

 
 
 

 
“Man With Bible From North Transylvania” (oil) by Alex Iliuta. 

 
 
 

 
“Stone Destiny” (collage) by Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel 
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Exploring Spiritual Healing 
 

Would you like to enhance your practice of healing prayer for yourself and for 
those who seek your intercession?  An afternoon group is forming at Grace to 
learn about traditional Christian forms of healing prayer. 
 

We will use as our primary text readings from the Gospel of Mark 
and explore topics such as silence and meditation, the Jesus Prayer, 
the Psalms, affirmations, holy water, holy oil, the laying on of hands, 
visualizations and praying with icons. 

 
We are hoping to form a small group which will meet for a limited time.  Probable 
meeting time is Tuesdays from 3 pm to 4 pm.  If you would like to be part of this 
new group please speak to Elizabeth Miel - (860) 346-0286. 
   

 

Stewardship Drive to Start Shortly 
By BILL PASCUCCI, Stewardship Chair 

 
The 2009 Stewardship Campaign will begin shortly.  Yes, this is the time of the 
year when we ask parishioners to think how much Grace has enhanced their life 
and the lives of so many others in need, whether it be spiritual or financial.  The 
many ministries of Grace reach beyond 55 New Park Avenue and are deeply 
rooted in the community. 
 

The pledges we receive from our parishioners fund these many 
ministries. Often, it is not difficult to see how our contributions 
translate into our liturgy and music.  The expenses to support our 
liturgy and other programs continue to rise.  The Vestry looks at all 
expenses on a regular basis and determines the effectiveness of each.  
Every program funded by Grace is carefully reviewed to ensure the 
charity of our parishioners is carefully spent. 

 
Although it may go without saying, 2008 has been a difficult year financially for 
everyone, including Grace.  And 2009 will be equally challenging.  Over the next 
few weeks, we ask that you consider what Grace means to you and its importance 
in your life.  Although it is a pledge of hard earned dollars, we ask that you give 
with your heart and in the spirit that knowing you have done so will continue our 
many ministries and assist so many others who are less fortunate. 
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Another “Parkville Classical” 

 

The Adaskin String Trio 
 

Saturday, January 24, 2009 
7:30 p.m. 

Grace Episcopal Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
The Adaskin String Trio (left to right) Emlyn Ngai  (violin), Mark 
Fraser (cello), and Steve Larson (violin).  Formed in 1994, the trio 
performs extensively throughout the United States and Canada, and 
has appeared at Merkin Concert Hall in New York, the Corcoran 
Gallery of Art in Washington DC, and in Boston, Los Angeles, 
Montreal, Nashville, Pittsburgh, Santa Barbara, and Chicago.  In 
addition, the trio’s concerts have been regularly recorded for 
broadcast by CBC Radio, Radio-Canada, and National Public Radio. 

 
Reception in Nason Hall 

Follows the Concert 
 

55 New Park Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 
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Planting Plan 
For Our New Landscaping 

 
In May, under the direction of ELLEN MORSE, JOHN LANDER, and JUDY 

RINTOUL, and with the 
help of DOUG ROBBINS 
and BOB LEE, new 
landscaping was 
completed for the front of 
the church and the side 
area between the belfry 
entrance and the front of 
the church.  At left is the 
front garden and below, 
the side garden (Photos 
taken Oct. 19, 2008).  
ELLEN MORSE recently 
sketched out planting 
plans for this project. 

 

FRONT GARDEN, Rear, left to right:  (a) ‘Crimson Ruby’ Barberry, (b) ‘Rainbow’ Leucothoe, (c) Chamaecyparis 
obtusa ‘Gracillis,’ (d), (e), (f) 3 “Wine and Roses” Weigela, (g) Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Gracillis,’ (g) Pieris 
‘Bouwers Beauty,’ (h) Chamaecyparis ‘Devon Cream.’  Front, left to right: (i) Juniper ‘Blue Star,’ (j) Juniper 
procubens ‘Nana,’ and (k) Juniper ‘Blue Star.’ 
 

 
 

SIDE GARDEN, Rear, left to right:  (a) Chamaecyparis pisifera ‘Gold Dust,’ (b), (c) 2 ‘Crimson Ruby’ Barberry, (d) 
Astilbe ‘Key Biscayne,’ (e) Rhododendron yakushimanum ‘Ken Janeck,’ (f) Astilbe ‘Key Biscayne,’ and (g) 
Rhododendron yakushimanum ‘Ken Janeck.’  Middle front: (h) Acer palmatum ‘Butterfly’ Japanese maple tree. 
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“Santas” Ready for Toy Distribution 
 
It would not be Christmas at Grace if the Christmas Toy Committee wasn’t busy at 
work purchasing and getting ready to distribute toys to 200 to 250 kids in 
Parkville.  Recipients are clients of our “Place of Grace” Food pantry.  The annual 
give-away requires hundreds of hours of work, shopping, gathering, and 
distributing two to three toys or clothing items to each worthy child. 
 

Headed up by BARBARA REZNER, the committee this year will 
purchase some of the toys in Pittsburgh, PA, where BARB and her 
family are spending Thanksgiving.  Helping in the activity will be 
BARB’S children BRIAN, KATIE, and LILY, and her husband, 
JOHN.  Also involved in the project are BETSEY ROSE and TORI 
BURNS, and TORI’S daughter, ABBY.  CELESTE RODRIGUEZ 
and TONI BOUCHARD also help out and are expected to join in the 
activity again this year. 

 
You will know when the committee is ready to distribute the toys when you see 
virtually every pew in the church laden with Christmas gifts.  This year, the 
distribution will take place on Saturday, December 20, 2008. 
 
 

SENIOR WARDEN’S 
CORNER 

By ROB DUNCAN  
Senior Warden 
 

Happy Holidays, Fellow Parishioners 
 

It’s hard to believe that the holidays are upon us again.  Some of us get excited at 
the prospect, while others among us groan.  It depends on how you celebrate the 
holidays, and by “holidays” I really mean Christmas.  Thanksgiving is pretty easy 
unless you’re the host or hostess for umpteen family and friends.  If you’re an 
invited guest, you pretty much just have to show up and be nice to whoever else is 
there.  You may have to make some sparkling dinner conversation but with a little 
practice that can be pretty easy too.  Christmas on the other hand can get really 
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overwhelming for many.  With the focus on gift-giving and holiday parties galore 
one can get very tired, very quickly. 
 

My thought this year is to do something different.  Instead of giving a 
bunch of gifts, that while the thought is nice, no one really needs, why 
not help someone out who really needs it?  In my pet sitting business 
I typically give my customers treats for their dogs and wine for them.  
It sounds pretty simple, but it’s not.  What if they don’t drink wine?  
What if the dog is allergic to dog cookies?  How much should I spend 
on everyone?  You get the idea. 

 
So, this year I contacted an animal rescue group that is just getting started and 
really needs money to help pets who don’t have a home.  What a tremendous 
impact my $500 could have rather than dividing it up among a large group of 
customers who have better wine and better dog cookies than I can supply. 
 

In Hartford alone, there are many organizations in need of additional 
funds just to keep going.  Holiday time and winter in general, are 
particularly hard on those in need.  Here at Grace the Pantry has been 
attracting more and more people needing our services.  These same 
people are eligible for toys at our annual toy distribution.  There are 
many ways you can help someone else this year. 

 
We all may want to look around and see how we can simplify our lives while 
simultaneously helping someone who really needs it.  You’ll give yourself the gift 
of tranquility and peace, and you just may give someone else a new lease on life. 
�
�

     JUNIOR WARDEN’S 
               CORNER 

By BILL PASCUCCI 
Junior Warden 
 

The painting of the interior of Nason Hall and the Sacristy were completed in early 
September.  The installation of the new blinds along with the artwork we enjoyed 
on Invitation Sunday was creatively designed by PAUL KLINE. 
 

Since the last newsletter, our property suffered some additional 
damage.  The iron fence bordering the church, at the intersection of 
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New Park Avenue and Grace Street was struck by an automobile.  
Thankfully, the driver lived, although he suffered serious injury.  
Considerable damage was done to the Klemonski Memorial Fence, 
which will be repaired shortly.  The fence is constructed from 
wrought iron, which is extremely expensive and generally not used to 
construct fences any longer.  To repair the fence, we will contract 
with a welder who can rebuild the fence in sections at a welding shop 
or on-site.  Each damaged piece of fence must be removed, fabricated 
and reinstalled. 

 
Special thanks go out to ALEX ILIUTA, who repaired the loose tiles in front of 
the altar and the broken tiles near the rear entrance door of the church.  ALEX’S 
work is meticulous if not miraculous! 
 

The severe rains of this summer found their way into the bell tower 
and poured into the church between the vestibule and the rear 
entrance on more than one Sunday.  This problem in the bell tower is 
now repaired and no additional damage is expected. 

 
The lawns at Grace and at the Rectory weathered the summer well thanks to the 
adequate rainfall this year.  Over-seeding has been completed at the Rectory as we 
continue to focus on the needs of our property.  As we move into winter, a snow 
removal contract is in place and we expect the same high level of service from our 
contractor as we have received on the lawn and gardens this year. 
 

A listing of the most important capital and maintenance projects has 
been compiled.  Included in this listing is the stained glass window, 
the Grace Street door and shutters and sanding the floor of Nason 
Hall.  The window and door will be paid by insurance proceeds, less 
our deductible.  The sanding of the floor in Nason Hall will be funded 
from our annual improvement budget. 

 

Should anyone wish to serve on the Projects Committee, please contact me. 
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Thanks to Tori Burns, Rob Duncan, Fr. Max, Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel, Ellen 
Morse, Bill Pascucci, and Elaine Phillips for their help and suggestions with this 
issue of “Grace Notes.”  

EDWARD S. KLEMONSKI, Editor. 
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Be An Angel 
 

Help us continue this series of free concerts for the neighborhood. 
 

Please make out all checks to Parkville Classicals and mail to: 
Grace Episcopal Church, 
55 New Grace Park Ave. 

Hartford CT 06106 
 

Name ____________________________ 
Address ____________________________ 
 ____________________________ 
 
Amount ____________________________ 

 
How you care to be listed in the program _________________________ 
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Nov ~ Dec 2008 Issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are receiving this newsletter 
in error or wish to be taken off the 

mailing list, please notify the 
Church office. 
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55 New Park Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 

 
 

www.gracehartford.org 
gracehartford@sbcglobal.net 
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All concerts are on Saturday evenings in the church.  They are free and start 
at 7:30 p.m.  Seating is limited and on a first-come basis.  A reception in the 
Parish Hall to meet the musicians follows each concert. 
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