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THIS CHRISTMAS AT GRACE

Monday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve
10:30 p.m. ~ Hymns and Anthems of the Season

11:00 p.m. ~ Solemn High Mass
A Festive Reception Follows

Tuesday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day

10:00 a.m. ~ Low Mass with Hymns

DEAR
FRIENDS. ..

By Fr. RICHARD A. MAXWELL
Rector

What a gift we have in Grace! God showers eachsoWith so many different

gifts that sometimes we're blinded by the abundamcel so | want to take a
moment to remind you of one of the most importafis ghat has been given to us
.. . a gift we all share with each other: Grapes€&opal Church.

We're entering the season of gift giving, the Cimisgs season, when
we remember THE most important gift the world hasreaeceived:



Jesus Christ. In this season of joy and gratifttdeems appropriate
to me that we also celebrate the place where efagh comes weekly
to worship and to know Christ better: Grace Churéimd | want to
encourage you, as you give thanks for God'’s grdtd, go share the
gift of Grace with others.

I've been thinking about this since our very susbdsinvitation Sunday last
October. What a glorious day! We nearly doubled mormal attendance at the
10:30 a.m. mass, shared an excellent luncheonjrdratiuced our guests to the
parish we love. Many of our guests commented an wionderfully friendly
welcome they received.

Reflecting on this, it occurs to me that EVERY Sapdhould be

Invitation Sunday . . . not in the sense that wedn® have printed
invitations and a fancy lunch every week, but ie #ense that we
should always be thinking about people we know whght benefit

from a Sunday morning at Grace, and inviting thenjoin us. We

“regulars” know that there’s a lot to love abouaGe and I’'m hoping
that, especially in this season of gift giving, aeasire to share the
gift of Grace will only grow.

This desire to give relates to something else Itwantalk to you about . . .
stewardship. Yes, | know you've all received pledmards and have (I hope!)
filled them out. But stewardship is about morentliaving “time, talent, and
treasure” . . . as important as it is to offer tome and our abilities and our money
to God and God’s work. Stewardship is really abcaring for and sharing the
gifts that God gives us. And so | invite you allthink of this Christmas season as
a time for sharing the gift of Grace.

Try to remember when you first came to Grace. &idcheone invite
you? Was there one person who offered you a péatiavord of

welcome or acceptance? If so, then | hope yowtitmue to issue
invitations and to offer similar words of encouragmt to

newcomers. Were there particular activities thetnsed to you to
promote the life and energy and mission of thegb&i If so, then |
hope you’ll continue to support those activitied goerhaps even
think of new ones to help Grace flourish.

As you pray about sharing the gifts, try to imagwieo might need Grace in the
future. Just as we each have committed to a spdarget number on a pledge
card — the amount we will give to the operating drtdof Grace — | hope we are
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also considering all the people who could beneditf the music and the liturgy,
the food pantry and programs, the staff and clergyall the things that our money
helps to provide.

Grace Episcopal Church is a unique Anglo-Cathadicgh in this part
of Connecticut. As I like to say, God is worshidme Grace not only
with traditional liturgy but also with open heaaisd minds. Some of
us have consciously chosen to belong to Gracerotifeus feel the
reverse . . . that somehow, Grace has chosen U8ut.however we
got here, Grace is a beautiful gift from God tha share. As we
celebrate ALL the gifts God gives us, | pray that mvay also be open
to all the ways that the Spirit urges us to shiaesé gifts with others.

Happy gift giving and Happy Christmas!
Fr. Max+

We enjoyed a spectacular “Invitation Sunday” irel&tctober, almost
doubling our normal attendance at the 10:30 massfaasting on an
excellent lunch afterward. | want to give a gi@ilANK YOU to
everyone who worked to make the day such a succesmd an especial
thank you to everyone who invited guests to join us

Those of you who attended will remember that | ha®vere case of
laryngitis that day and had to call upon a guestsprto celebrate the

mass. (I guess we really meant it when we decidedall the day
“Invitation Sunday” . . . even inviting a guest acder to join us!)

Although | was sorely disappointed not to be in timgpm, my
“disability” allowed me to play more of an obsertban usual. And |
was delighted to watch the Grace “regulars” displagir warmth and
hospitality to full effect. Several of our guestemmented on the
wonderfully friendly welcome they received.




FINANCIAL
CORNER

By ELAINE PHILLIPS
Treasurer

| have begun work on the budget for 2008, whicH & presented to the vestry
for discussion at our December meeting. The biggesis in our budget—
salaries, insurance, diocesan pledge, and utilitiasll, as usual, show the biggest
increases.

The diocesan guidelines are for at least 3% ineréassalaries and
10% increase in our insurance costs. Our diocpsadyge, which is
based on our 2006 income, will increase by 10%have not yet
received an estimate on utility increases in ogjia®, but | expect
they will be substantial.

However, most of the other items will be pretty mmtlce same as in 2007. We are
not anticipating any new programs that would makegadifference in our budget.
The focus is on arriving, in the foreseeable futaea budget that will show
expenses no greater than our expected yearly incomen’t think that will quite
happen this year, but we hope that the responseeoparish to our stewardship
campaign will indicate that the parish will achigtat goal in the next few years.

Parish Leaders Up Pledges,
Wil You Increase Yours?

*tasteful version

The co-chairs for the 2008 Stewardship CampaignMaigk Lacedonia and Fr.

Maxwell. They began planning their campaign indDetr and asked the parish's
leaders, the vestry, to pledge early and also tider increasing their pledges.
Happily, 100% of the vestry participated in thisoef and more than 50% of the
vestry increased their pledges. Approximately 860,was promised for 2008

before the next stage of the stewardship campasgarn

A letter to the parish was mailed the week of Nobeml2, asking
parishioners to follow the example of the vestrynoy only pledging
but by prayerfully considering an increase in thmeoant of their



pledge. Co-chair Mark Lacedonia spoke to the cegagions at both
the 8:00 and 10:30 masses on November 18, urginghg@ners to
offer generous support to Grace. It was requeistatipledge cards
be returned by December 2.

At the time of writing, it was too early to projefthal figures for the campaign.

However, last year $103,000 was pledged and ibpet that pledges will show a
substantial increase for 2008. Grace has runieitefidget for the past few years
and our goal is to balance the budget as soonsslpe. If you have not pledged
yet, it's not too late . . . and it's always polesiio increase the amount of your
pledge.

Building Improvements Prompt
“Capital Expenses Fund”

We hope you're noticing all the repairs and improgets that are taking place at
Grace. The roof of the church has been replaced,n@w eaves troughs have
been installed. A brick buttress on the north sifiéhe church has been rebuilt,
the chimney repaired, and other masonry has be@ointed. The vinyl siding
has been power washed, and all our exterior wookiwerbeing repainted.
Overgrown shrubbery has been removed, and newdapig) is been planned for
planting in the spring. We also hope to refinible floor in Nason Hall soon.
Grace is looking quite shiny and bright!

Needless to say, all this work costs money. Faiteelyg, under the
careful guidance of our junior warden, our expere@sbeing kept
quite low and we expect all these improvements tostc
approximately $30,000. To meet these expensesewaken out a
low interest loan from the diocese. One of theuétions of this
loan is that the parish raise at least 20% of tital tcost of the
project.

The vestry is delighted to report that parish lesadeave contributed almost
$11,000 toward all these capital improvements lasrpassing the requirements
of the diocese. If you would like to join in thegfort to maintain and improve

Grace's buildings, contributing to our building flyplease write a check to Grace
Episcopal Church noting "for capital expenses'hia memo line.
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Ho, Ho, Ho, Christmas Toys!

By the Holiday Observer

For several years now, a wonderful team of voluistéed by Barbara Rezner has
worked to provide Christmas toys to children of dood pantry clients. This
year, approximately 225 children were signed-upeteive toys on the first day of
registration. As in past years, we expect this Ioemto grow to approximately
300 children by distribution day.

Throughout the year, talented shoppers scout olets sand make
purchases. But the real effort begins on the Krafeer Thanksgiving
when these dedicated volunteers set out well bedaxen to begin
buying toys, filling shopping cart after shoppingric Once enough
gifts are on hand, the sorting and organizing b&girvolunteers
attempt to pair presents with children, giving eatild something
appropriate and desired. Toys are displayed irchiuech as they are
sorted, and the week before they are given awayefitire church is
turned into a distribution center.

This year the toys will be distributed on Saturdagcember 15, between 9:00 and
11:00 a.m. — a couple of hours of joyous pandenmmniés in years past, the toy
give away has been supported by friends and nergitbparishes. This year both
St. John's Church in West Hartford (Joe Pace, Recaod Trinity Church on
Sigourney Street (Don Hamer, Rector) gave substantntributions. Trinity
Church in Wethersfield also makes us a benefiomrits toy drives every year,
and this year is no exception. Bob Bangs organibes effort at Trinity
Wethersfield. Many other loyal friends and volwere also make important
contributions of money, toys, and labor. As Fr.xMgates, “The toy give-away
here at Grace is a great example of the true @masispirit at work.” Ho, ho, ho,
indeed.

Official Visit of Bishop Andrew Smith to Grace Clulr

December 9, 2007




Holy Smoke

By Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel
“Let my prayer be set forth in Thy sight as theeinse" (Psalm 141: 2)

Our worship at Grace includes lots of sweet smglBmoke as our enthusiastic
thurifers (acolytes) swing the thurible (the incem®t) at every sung and solemn
mass. The smoke of the incense symbolizes ouealising to God. It is also
associated with purification and sanctification.

We walk around the altar censing it to
delineate a holy space.

We cense the gifts (bread, wine and money) to
mark them as set apart for holy purposes.

We cense the Gospel book before the reading
of the Gospel.

We cense the priest when he is about to preach
the sermon.

We cense all the people who are celebrating
the mass including the entire congregation.

Saint Ephrem of Syria, the deacon, is
shown here with his thurible.

The generous use of incense is part of the Angkhdlia liturgical revival in
modern times but has some very ancient rootshdrifemple of God at Jerusalem
there was an incense altar placed just outsidedah®f the Holy of Holies. Made
of acacia wood and overlaid with pure gold, tharalor incense stood near to the
golden seven-branched lamp-stand (Menorah) andatiie for the Bread of the
Presence. Beyond the veil was the Holy of Holibg, cubical section of the
Temple where God Himself was considered to be pteddo human being except
the High Priest was ever supposed to enter the Bliololies and even the High
Priest only went inside once a year on the Day wihA&ment. Part of the daily
worship at the temple was the offering of incenshaincense altar.

The Bible includes several dramatic occurrencestecemy on
incense. Isaiah in a vision beheld the heavembynhin the heavenly
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temple. He was standing near the incense altahaadi the voice of
God calling him to be a prophet “and smoke fillad house.” Isaiah
said, “Lo | am an unclean man of unclean lips.” e the seraphim
took a coal from the incense altar and placed itsarah’s lips. After
that Isaiah was able to say “Here am |. Send fh&diah 6)

The priest, Zechariah, father of John the Baptishtwnto the temple early in the
morning as he was scheduled to do. He lit thescaall spread the incense over
the burning coals. In the billowing smoke that mmliout of the altar, the Angel
of the Lord was suddenly standing! Gabriel annednto Zechariah that he and
his aged wife would have a child, John, the foremmof the Messiah, and
Zechariah was struck dumb. (Luke 1:10)

In Matthew’s gospel, the Magi visit the Christ chidringing incense
(frankincense) as one of their gifts, bearing wsséhat this child is
divine and worthy of worship as God incarnate. (¥#eg in the
Epiphany hymn of the three kings: “Frankincenseotier have I;
incense owns a deity nigh.”)

In the heavenly liturgy as portrayed in the Apopaly of John, it is the angels who
are swinging the thuribles. In John’s vision, thés an idea both of exalted
worship and of danger associated with the incerfSdie smoke of the incense
with the prayers of the saints ascends up beforé Gd of the angel's hand.”
(Rev. 8:4). The angel then takes the burning caadscasts them out on the earth
as a sign of judgment.

Even in our earthly worship there is a certain @éang using hot
coals in the liturgy. Some of us remember the tivhen spilled coals
set the sanctuary carpet smoldering in the middlehe mass, and
once there was a real fire at Grace when the #rudimped the coals
outside and set dried leaves of the garden on fertunately, now
we have non-flammable tiles instead of carpet aldbe altar, and so
we have avoided incendiary incidents in recents/ear

Incense is made from the aromatic gums and re$itmefcal trees. Since ancient
times it has been a valuable part of the trade withbia, India and Ethiopia.
Most of the incense we use at Grace is made bymbrks of Holy Cross
Monastery in West Park, NY, and is usually a blehdnported frankincense and
myrrh sometimes combined with rose oil or lemonamtl balsam. It is very pure
and non-irritating. It comes in the form of resiisocrystals and is burned over
charcoal.



If you're curious about how the thurible works, sty the sacristy
sometime, before or after mass, and one of they&solwill
demonstrate. We are always open to instructing thewnifers in the
art of praying with smoke.

The composer Igor Stravinsky said this about warsimd the creative life: “One
hopes to worship God with a little art if one hay,aand if one hasn’t, and cannot
recognize it in others, one can at least burrtla incense.”

Remembering Our Old Pew Bibles:
What's With the Change?

By Ed Klemonski

If you have tried to follow the Gospel readingsamity with the new pew bibles,
you will have noticed that the language, while &amihas many differences. This
Is because for many years the lectionaries usdtealtar for both the Gospel and
the other readings follow the Revised Standard iger6'RSV”) of the Bible and
the new pew bibles are the NéRevised Standard Version (“NRSV”). Why the
difference?

The old pew bibles were inscribed in gold letterwigh “Grace Episcopal
Church” on the outside cover. The new bibles havsuch inscription.

The old pew bibles had colorful maps of the Oldtde®nt World and the
New Testament World inside the hard covers. Thwe loibles have harder-
to-find black and white maps.

The old pew bibles were printed in a type face thas easy to read in
church. The new bibles have more white space atbiéginnings and
endings of each paragraph, but are hard to seesaddn church lighting.

So, did the Rector and Vestry decide that we neéelesipersonalized, harder to
read, more language-different pew bibles? No. Rbetor and the Vestry were
responding to the dictates of the 2006 General €oton, which decreed that
“the Revised Common Lectionary shall be the Leargnof this Church ...

effective the First Sunday of Advent, 2007..Since the new lectionary makes
use of some books of the Bible that were not inglee bibles, it made sense to



purchase NRSV bibles with the extra material alyeiadthem to coordinate with
the new lectionary.

A lectionary is the table of readings from Scrigt@appointed to be
read at public worship. The existing lectionarp@grs on pages 889-
921 of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. The newideary
continues the same 3-year cycle of Sunday readingsvhich
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are read in successive sy@ath some
material from John read in each year. However,nine lectionary
changes at least 10% of the Sunday gospel readimaysgdes material
from books of the bible not printed in our old pbisles, and is more
ecumenical since it is already used by at leasoth¥r Protestant
denominations.

Adoption of the new lectionary was first
proposed in the 1997 General Convention. It has
been revisited at General Conventions in 2000,
2003, and 2006 when it was finally adopted for
use by our Church. The resolution adopting the
new lectionary permits the existing lectionary to
be used, “for purposes of orderly transition” until
the first Sunday of Advent 2010.”

The new pew bibles contain the
Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books.
These are (a) books from the Roman
Catholic, Greek, and Slavonic Bibles; (b)
books from the Greek and Slavonic Bibles
but not the Roman Catholic, (c) a book
from the Slavonic Bible and the appendix
to the Roman Catholic Latin Vulgate, and

(1611) with the Twelve Apostles at the ) .
top, Moses and Aaron flanking the (d) @ book in the appendix to the Greek

center, and Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Biple. None of these books were in the old

John in the four corners. pew bibles.
During the transition while readings from the oédtionary continued to be used
at Mass, | appreciated the differences in trarmtabietween the RSV and NRSV
versions of the bible and eagerly compared theimerseing read aloud during
Mass with the version in my pew.

Many years ago members of the parish participated series of
get-togethers at the home of our former organidtair director,
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the Rev. Edward |. Wagner. Each of us broughedsffit versions
of the Bible (there are some 26 translations inliEhgalone) and
read the nativity story as told in the Gospels asdranslated by
each Bible. The result was an enriching experig¢hae helped to
teach us the vagaries of the translation procedstlan benefit of
seeing the same text from different perspectivés1 analogous
insight is why God permits different religions toedome

established and to flourish in the world.

Of course, the English version of the Bible goeskida the King James Version,
published in 1611. The RSV is a relative newcorhening been published in
1952. A second edition was published in 1971. TNRSV was initially
published in 1989. In its preface to the readestates, “...the New Revised
Standard Version of the Bible is an authorized giewi of the Revised Standard
Version, published in 1952, which was a revisiontioé American Standard
Version, published in 1901, which, in turn, embadéarlier revisions of the King
James Version, published in 1611.”

One goal of the NRSV was to acknowledge sensititaythe danger
of linguistic sexism arising from the inherent biak the English
language towards the masculine gender...” Anothes teatake
advantage of information that has become availédole the Dead
Sea Scrolls in the late 1940s and other discoveries

Language can be a funny thing. To use a commoulaeexample, the word
“bonjour” in French can be translated as “hello”“dr.” However, it literally
means, “good day,” but that is a phrase that inligings as archaic as high button
shoes. So what is a “correct” translation of “Bamj, Fr. Max”? Should we say
“Good day Father Maxwell”? “Hi, Max!"? “Hello, Flaer Max”? All would do
the job, and the context of the situation mightyaght not, help.

I, for one, find the Rite One translation of thergde “Dona nobis
pacem” in theAgnus Deito be less correct than the Rite Two
translation of these three words. In One, we $@&yant us thy
peace.” In Two, we say simply, “Grant us peace.”

Soon, the lectionary texts at the altar will belaepd with readings based on the
New Revised Lectionary. Our pew bibles will thesolinate with the readings

during Mass. We will then loose the temporary @mrient of hearing and reading
different translations of the same words. | suppbat's progress. Don't even get
me started on the maps.
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Annual Parish Meeting
Is Sunday, January 27, 2008

Current Members of the Vestry

Betsy Ward Chicares, Senior Warden
Rob Duncan, Junior Warden
Sharen Baker, Clerk
Elaine Phillips, Treasurer
Eunice Lyman, Assistant Treasurer
Mark Lacedonia, Class of '08
Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel, Class of '08
Carol Larco-Murzyn, Class of '09
Bill Pascucci, Class of '09
Sandra Morgan, Class of '10
Charles Morse, Class of '10

Every Episcopal parish conducts its official bussat an annual meeting. The
election of parish officers and vestry membersaghpps the most important item
on the agenda each year. At Grace, parish offiserge one-year terms and so
these offices must be filled every year. They are:

Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Clerk
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer

Also serving one year terms, and so up for electosach Annual Meeting, are:

Delegate to Diocesan Convention and Deanery
Alternate Delegate to Diocesan Convention and Dgane

In addition, each year two vestry members mustiéeted. Vestry members serve
three year terms, which are staggered in "classeso so that in any given year
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only two vestry members are up for election. A€, the class of 2008 (whose
terms will expire at the next annual meeting) iz&beth MacKiernan Miel and
Mark Lacedonia; the class of 2009 is Carol Larcortyn and William Pascucci;
and the class of 2010 is Sandra Morgan and Chisidese.

The list of elected positions will be posted wedifdre the Annual
Meeting, along with the names of the Nominating @Gottee, to
allow parishioners to make nominations to fill tedfices.

All adult communicants at Grace, who have beenhfiaity attending and
supporting the parish for six months prior to thendal Meeting, are eligible to
participate in the meeting and vote. The offisiating list for the parish will be
posted at least a month prior to the meeting, anddopted (and amended if
necessary) at the Annual Meeting. The Annual Megetvill be on Sunday,
January 27, 2008, in Nason Hall following the 10m3@ss. As in past years, lunch
will be served.

() SENIORWARDEN'S
3 CORNER

By BETSY CHICARES
Senior Warden

At this holiday time of reflection, welcoming, anecognizing God in each other, |
want to thank all of you for your work to make tlsimall church a lively place of
Grace that offers so much more than what one wibuidk possible - a pantry with
food and toys for the community, pastoral care,lihgamasses, adult and
children's education, a classical music seriesplaust sounding choir, and a
dedicated parish.

Although | am stepping down as senior warden atetiee of this term
in January, it has been my pleasure to work wighréctor and vestry
and so many of you to organize ourselves to achanck continue
some of our dreams. |It's hard to believe how duitke 3 years
passed since | started as senior warden.

Perhaps you are interested in joining the vestigaiding the parish? If so, please
let me, Fr. Maxwell, or anyone on the vestry kndwaur interest. | look forward
to continuing to share in the wonder that makes&sm special to us.
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JUNIOR WARDEN'S
CORNER

By ROB DUNCAN
Junior Warden

In the last edition of Grace Notes | mentioned ldr@scaping work to be done.
The overgrown bushes have been removed and thestwere ground down to
allow for planting of other bushes and plants. dstnnfnately, we will have to wait
until spring before planting anything new. Thidlwive us time to come up with
a plan of what to plant based on our needs. Ashnasgwe’d like beautiful
flowers and unusual landscaping, we have to keepima that these require more
attention than we have to give. We need to have rfmintenance plants that
don’t require constant watering and pruning. Il afilare more information on this
project as we get closer to spring.

Other projects that we’re working on include thpaie of the broken
stained glass window behind the altar. We receiopd estimate
from Stained Glass Resources, Inc. for $5,500. avéenow waiting
for the insurance company to approve the claim sacan schedule
the work. Grace is obligated to pay $1,000 dethlecti

The next big project to be completed is the sandimg) refinishing of the floors in
Nason Hall. This will be a big improvement to tial and will help to preserve
our wood floors. As | write this, a date has neem set for this but it could be
completed during the first week of December or dayu This was identified as a
good week to do the work since a Place of GracédrfPdoes not operate during
the first week of the month.

If you've got a pet project you've wanted to seenpteted, let me

know. If you would like to help work on somethintpat's even
better. Thanks.
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Wanted: Calendar Person

Jocelyn Hannahs has been our first and only CalendaPerson for Grace Notes,
assembling the information and producing the wondeful calendars that appear in each
issue of this publication. She is no longer abl® tcontinue to produce the calendars. Are
you interested in taking over this task? See Fr. lsix or Ed Klemonski.

Thanks to Tori Burns, Rob Duncan, Jocelyn Hanndhs, Max, Elizabeth
MacKiernan Miel, Ellen Morse, and Elaine Philligs their help and suggestions
with this issue of “Grace Notes.”
ED KLEMONSKI
Editor

Dates in 2008 to Remember

Epiphany ~ Sunday, January 6
Baptism of our Lord ~ Sunday, January 13
Martin Luther King ~ Sunday, January 20

Candlemas ~ Sunday, January 27
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55 New Park Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106

www.gracehartford.org
gracehartford@sbcglobal.net

If you are receiving this newsletter
in error or wish to be taken off the
mailing list, please notify the

Church office.

All concerts are on Saturday evenings in the chuithey are free and start
at 7:30 p.m. Seating is limited and on a first-edmasis. A reception in the
Parish Hall to meet the musicians follows each ednc

FEBRUARY 2,2008~ AVERY ENSEMBLE
APRIL 26,2008~ DoOUGLAS WORTHEN, FLUTIST , WITH HARPIST
JUNE 21,2008~ MUSICAL FRIENDS
AUGUST 2,2008~ BIAVA QUARTET FROM JULLIARD
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